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HIS ROYAL HIGHN ESS 


PRINCE WILLIAM FREDERICK. 


S IR, 


ALLOW me to have the honour of laying this 
book, fuch as it 1s, at your Royal Highneſs's feet. Had I underſtood 
the language of this country, as well as your Royal Highneſs under- 
ſtands ſome others, my book had, in one reſpect at leaſt, required fewer 


apologies. 


In the character of a dedicator, it may be expected, Sir, that I ſhould 
enlarge upon your Royal Highneſs's virtues and your talents; and upon 
the kind of man and of Prince which your countrymen are to ſee your 
Royal Highneſs become. But the ſituation, which I have had the honour 
of filling, for ſo many years, in your Royal Highneſs's illuſtrious family, 
effectually precludes me from any ſuch language, whatever I may think. 
Your Royal Highneſs's countrymen will, undoubtedly, ſoon have oppor- 
tunities of judging for themſelves. My own opinion I know well; and I 


am ſure my conſtant prayer is, that this country, as well as others, may 


find every occaſion to form an opinion of your Royal Highneſs no leſs 
high, than that which 1s entertained by him, who has the honour to' be, 
with the moſt profound reſpect, 


SIR, 
Your Royal Highneſs's 
Moſt devoted and 


Moſt obedient humble Servant, 


| ALBANIS BEAUMONT, 
Parx-STREET. May, 1792. 
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INTRODUCTION, 


ELF. > — - ws 


Tur ſtudy of geology, or the theory of the earth, ſeems to be one of the moſt natural 
delights of the human mind. It is not therefore ſuprizing that it ſhould intereſt ſo many 
of our men of ſcience, and excite the reſearches of the greateſt part of our ingenious 
travellers. One cannot then blame a perſon who, in the idea of having collected in the 
courſe of ſeveral years, in various parts of Europe, ſome obſervations and remarks, ſhould 
preſent them to the public, with a deſire of being uſeful to ſociety; pointing out facts 
that may have eſcaped the notice of ſome who probably have viſited the very ſpots 
which he is now going to deſcribe ; and alſo indicating to men much more enlightened 
than himſelf new objects that might be worthy their attention. 

IT is with this view ſolely that the author preſumes to offer this feeble produce of his 
obſervations to all admirers of natural hiſtory, carefully deſcribing whatever attracted 
his notice, not omitting at the ſame time to mention whatever might be of ſervice to 


thoſe who are more verſed in lithology and mineralogy than he is. 


Tux theory of the earth, taken in its fulleſt extent, opens a field much too extenſive 


to render the obſervations of an individual ſufficient clearly to explain the cauſe of the 
various changes and revolutions that our globe has experienced fince the firſt zra of its 
exiſtence, as alſo what relates to the atmoſphere, the formation of its continents, the 
principal origin of the primitive and ſecondary mountains, &c. It therefore appears, 
that notwithſtanding the numberleſs hypotheſes which have been tranſmitted to poſterity, 


and the various conjectures advanced by the moſt eminent naturaliſts of our time, there 


will ſtill remain obſtacles to prevent any one's proceeding with certainty in this laborious 


and wide purſuit, without a thorough knowledge of every part that conſtitutes the 


globe; and, as the formation of the primitive mountains, which, according to all appear- 
ance, are its moſt ancient monuments, remains ſtill undecided by the ableſt among 
our naturaliſts, nothing effectual can be determined till that important point ſhall 
be aſcertained, viz. whether thoſe enormous pyramids of granite have been formed by 
_. chryſtallization or precipitation? That queſtion muſt however remain unanſwered till 
thoſe great and wonderful primordial chains, which croſs our globe, have been properly 
inveſtigated in every direction, their extent certified, and alſo the exact diſtances between 
the mountains of the firſt, ſecond, and third order, with their reſpective heights, their 
inclination, &c. But, as I have already obſerved, the undettaking would not only be 
too hazardous, but impoſſible for any ſingle perſon to attempt. It is greatly to be 
lamented that our naturaliſts, as well as other well-informed travellers, have not been 
tempted to favour the public with the obſervations and remarks that have occurred to 
them in the different parts of the world they have viſited. This idea has already been 


ſuggeſted by Mr. Deodat de Dolomieu, in his diſcourſe read to the Society of Natural 
See Le Journal de Phyſique de Monſieur de 


Hiſtory at Paris, the 29th of July, 1791. 


la 


. 
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la Metherie, Octobre, 1791, p. 310. Such publications would not only prevent much 
trouble, but obviate innumerable difficulties, and throw freſh light on a ſubje& of the 
greateſt conſequence to every naturaliſt, 

Tux author, confiding partly in a probability of the ſucceſs of his new project, and 
partly in the goodneſs of the public, ventures to lay before them ſome obſervations made 
in the year 1786, when he was in the ſuite, as he has the honour to be fill, of his Royal 


Highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter. 


Hx flatters himſelf that if his remarks ſhould not be fortunate enough to intereſt as 


much as he could wiſh, they may however be the means of inducing ſome men of genius 


to viſit that part of Germany, which is really worth the attention of the firſt naturaliſts in 


any nation. 
Tux author allo may be thought by many to have been too luxuriant in his deſcription 


of the mildneſs and humanity of the inhabitants of Tyrol; as likewiſe in his account of the 
fertility of their ſoil, their induſtry, hoſpitality, &c. It is however difficult for one who is 


naturally led to admire the ſociety of virtuous men, in whatever ſtate he finds them, to check 


the ſentiments of happineſs and admiration, which he experiences at the fight of man in 
his primitive ſtate, untainted by vice. 

Tus author entreats the indulgence of his readers, if he ſhould now and then overleap 
the boumnds he has preſcribed, and find himſelf enraptured at the fight of a caſcade, 
or a mountain covered with ſnow, whoſe hoary ſummit loſes itſelf in the clouds, or, 
perhaps, on the threſhold of an humble cottage, while its poor, but honeſt, inhabitants, 
are chearfully ſolacing themſelves with their family, and recounting, after a hard day's 
labour, the fatigues they have undergone; The firſt inſtance preſented to the author's 
imagination every thing majeſtic and ſublime, and of courſe elevated his ideas. The 
latter naturally reminded him of the inhabitants of the High Alps, not far diſtant from 


mount Blanc, where he was born. For the author is well enough acquainted with Engliſh | 


literature to apply to his country, and his countrymen in general, the ſtriking lines which 
Goldſmith addreſſed to his brother: 


„% Where'er I roam, whatever realms to ſee, 
„% My heart, untravell'd, fondly turns to thee ! 
Still to my couxr Rx turns, with ceaſeleſs pain, 


„And drags, at each remove, a lengthening chain.“ 
TRAVELLER, line 7. 


Ox the whole, if his remarks are ſo fortunate as to intereſt his readers, and they feel 


the ſame degree of pleaſure at the recital of his obſervations, as he experienced in collect- 
ing them, and ſtudying the laws, character, and manners of the inhabitants, he will be 
amply gratified in the ſucceſs of his undertaking. 


In the Engravings prefixed to this work the author is 1 to Colonel Pleydel for 
three of the views taken by that gentleman, who has been ſo obliging as to allow him 


to copy them. The reſt, with the Chart, &c. were drawn by himſelf on the ſpot. 
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DEPARTURE FROM VENICE— GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON ITS ORIGIN AND FORM 
OF GOVERNMENT — VIEW OF THE HIGH CHAIN OF MOUNTAINS SITUATED 
78 NORTH EAST OF THE GULF OF VENICE—ARRIVAL AT PADUA, 


WI left Venice the 26th of May, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-ſix, 
ſoon after the celebration of the famous ceremony, in which the Doge annually 
3 eſpouſes the ſea, at two miles diſtance from the city, by caſting into it a ring, with theſe 
words, I ESToUSE THEE IN TOKEN OF PERPETUAL DOMINION.” This is a day which the 
Venetians ſet apart as one of their greateſt feſtivals, ſince it commemorates that glorious 
epoch when this Republic proved vicious both by land and ſea, and when moſt of the 
potentates of Europe were compelled to acknowledge her ſovereign of the ſeas. 
Taxis. noble privilege was confirmed to them in the twelfth century by Pope 
Alexander the Third, who inſtituted this ceremony, which is ſtill attended with all 
the ſplendour and magnificence imaginable, | 
I SHALL not dwell any longer on a ceremony that has already been ſo well deſcribed 
by. various travellers, who have publiſhed their obſervations on the beauties and cuſtoms 
of Italy. | 
Tunis city, according to its epithet, Venice THE Ricn, once ſurpaſſed in wealth all 
the cities of Europe, and muſt inevitably attract the attention of travellers ; not only 
by its wonderful ſituation and ancient origin, but by the magnificence of its churches, 
palaces; , | | | wk 
3 | 1 3 | Vznics 


bn, So aa 


FUL TRAVELS THROUGH' 


Venice appears, from the continent, riſing majeſtically out of the ſea, whoſe fury ſhe 
ſeems to brave, as formerly her ancient inhabitants braved the fury of Atila, king of the 
Huns, and the tyranny of thoſe barbarians, who at that time ſubdued all Italy : and it 
was entirely to the dread of falling into their power that Venice owed its liberty. 

Taz Germans, the Gauls, and the different nations of Italy, had felt the dreadful 


effects of the ferocity of thoſe barbarians : even the great and famous city of Rome 


was beſieged; when in the fifth century the people of Heneti, or Veneti, unable of 


themſelves to reſiſt the calamities that awaited them, forſook their peaceable habita- 


tions, and, as an aſylum, retired to a cluſter of ſmall iſlands, fituated at the extremity 
of the Gulf of Venice, in the middle of ſhallows. They immediately conſtructed a few 
huts, by way of a temporary reſidence; and, at laſt, after ſeveral fruitleſs efforts to 
return into their country, they there determined to fix their reſidence. On this 
ſpot is built the ancient city of Venice. Thoſe families, however, whom the love of 
liberty had united, finding it would be impoſlible to contend againſt their enemies, who 
would in all probability ſoon purſue them; as alſo againſt the element that ſurrounded 


them, without the greateſt unanimity and harmony among themſelves, reſolved on 


eſtabliſhing ſome form of government—a ſtriking inftance of the neceſſity of enacting 


laws to maintain order in a rifing ſtate; which, without ſuch ſupport, would be in 
danger of falling into anarchy and confuſion. | | 

Tus firſt form of government this people choſe for themſelves was a kind of democracy. 
Each of the ſmall iſlands which compoſed this infant ſtate, agreed to appoint a judge, or 
magiſtrate (by them called Tribune), who ſhould adminiſter juſtice in his department, 
where he was looked up to as chief, and elected annually. He was, however, compelled 
to give a proper account of his adminiſtration to the general aſſembly, before his 
ſucceſſor could be appointed. (See the Hiſtory of Venice by the Abbe L'Augier.) 

Tux whole country of Italy having been invaded by the Huns, the Vandals, the 


Herules, and the Oſtrogoths, preſented a pitiable and diſtreſſing ſcene : Venice, alone 


and unprotected, remained tranquil in the midſt of all thoſe ſtorms, enjoying peaceably 
the happineſs which ſhe derived from her liberty, induſtry, and commerce; even giving 
protection to the miſerable and wretched victims of tyranny, whoſe fortunes had fallen 
into the hands of their enemies, | 
THrs happineſs and tranquillity were not of long duration ; for the Republic, which 
was not only reſpected, but feared by the uſurpers of the Gauls and the Italians, became 


an object of envy, and was attacked at the end of the fifth century by another horde of 


barbarians, full as ferocious as thoſe T have already mentioned. They were inhabitants of 


the frozen regions of Scythia : who, having made themſelves maſters of Iſtria, Carinthia, 


and Dalmatia, not even ſatisfied with thoſe conqueſts, determined on beſieging Venice; 


40 ; | 2 but, 
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but, preſuming too much on their ſucceſs, became negligent, and were defeated, 


though not without conſiderable loſs to the Republic, whoſe watchful cares and expen- 


five preparations had coſt them immenſe ſums. 
THrose barbarians, who were as bold as they were enterpriſing, were not inti- 
midated by this repulſe, but kept continually haraſſing them ; and, by repeated attacks, 
obliged them to be inceſſantly on the watch. Thus terminated the firſt epoch of 
their tranquillity. 
Tuxsk, however, were not the greateſt difficulties with which this riſing ſtate had to 
contend ; for it was nouriſhing, unknowingly, within itſelf evils which proved in the end 
much more formidable. Finding an abſolute neceſſity of encouraging trade, they were 
obliged to uſe every means that might attract ſtrangers to ſettle among them. Unfor- 
tunately thoſe emigrants, by introducing all kinds of luxury, ambition, and fraud, 
contaminated the manners of this happy but fimple people ; for, ſoon after, the office of 
tribune (or chief magiſtrate) could only be attained by the moſt ſordid means. 
Dvuzins thoſe cabals and intrigues, Venice was verging towards her ruin, which would 
in all probability have been ſoon completed, had not one virtuous man been found to 
ſtem the torrent. In the midſt of a general aſſembly, which had met to deliberate on 
the alarming proſpect of affairs, he dared to ſtand forward and propoſe to the Venetians 
to chuſe from among themſelves a perſon on whom they could depend for their chief, 
as the only method of re-eſtabliſhing them in their former tranquillity. | 

Tuis man, to whom they were indebted for their preſervation, was the brave and 
virtuous Grado. His plan being adopted, Paul Luke Anafeſta, citizen of Heraclee (a 
| man univerſally eſteemed), was elected in 697, and was the firſt who bore the title of 
DUKE, which was ſoon after changed to that of DOGE. Here ends their firſt form 
of government, which had exiſted two hundred years, 

Taz Venetians, under the new form of government (which was a kind of monarchy) 
reſumed their former courage, that had lain dormant for a length of time, and no 
longer kept themſelves on the defenſive, but vigorouſly attacked their enemies, even in 
their own country, and returned victorious. 

Taz Lombards were amongſt thoſe who felt the effects of their valour : but then it 
was that the Venetians became cruel and vindictive, and that thoſe who governed them 
frequently fell a ſacrifice to their growing ambition—A melancholy picture of the 
frailty of human nature ! „5 

Tux right of ſucceſſion to the dignity of Doge was not made hereditary till the reign 
of the ſeventh Doge, which was in the eighth century, and laſted but a ſhort time. 
Even during that period, the ſucceſſion was not only conteſted, but divided be- 
tween two families, each enjoying that dignity alternately, which nearly occaſioned 
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the overthrow of the Republic. Nevertheleſs Venice, which had at laſt by her prudence 
triumphed over the intrigues and ambition of the factions, was on the point of falling 
a victim to the anger of Pepin, ſon to Charlemagne, king of France. 

Tuls aſpiring prince, defirous of rendering himſelf maſter of Dalmatia, uſed every 
effort to perſuade the Venetians to aſſiſt him; but neither threats or entreaties could 


prevail on a people who were generally faithful to their allies, to engage in a war that 


appeared to them unjuſt. Their refuſal enraged this ambitious monarch : he imme 


diately commenced hoſtilities againſt them; and they would moſt probably have been 
great ſufferers by this invaſion, had it not been for the unſkilfulneſs of his admirals, 
who, not being properly acquainted with the ſhallows, lagunes, &c. that nearly ſurround 
Venice, led the fleet incautiouſly where their ruin was inevitable. 

Tu troops of Pepin loſt conſiderable numbers of their braveſt warriors, and the 
remainder betook themſelves to an ignominious flight. 

Howsves, ſome time after this fortunate eſcape of the Venetians, it was concluded 
in a treaty made by Charlemagne in 802 with Nicephorus, Emperor of the Eaſt, that 
Venice ſhould be conſidered as forming part of that empire. This favourable event 
reſtored to them the bleſſings of peace; a bleſſing of which they had long been deprived. 

Vexics, notwithſtanding all thoſe checks, continued in an improving ſtate; and, to- 
wards the eighth century, attracted the envy and attention of moſt of the ſovereigns of 
Europe; not only by her power, but her riches. Happy reſult of indefatigable 
induſtry | | 

THrxy were alſo oreatly indebted to the Doge Participatio, who was happy in promot- 
ing every meaſure that could tend to the ſervice of the Republic. To him it owes its 
greateſt importance ; for, under his propitious reign, which laſted eighteen years, the im- 
provements were incredible. He joined, by ſeveral bridges, the cluſter of ſmall iſlands, 


to the number of ſixty, that now forms the greateſt part of the city of Venice, which 


is at preſent compoſed of one hundred and thirty-eight iſlands, though moſt of them are 


more indebted to art than nature. There are four hundred and fifty bridges, and the 
circumference of the town is nearly fix Engliſh miles. Its population at the time of the 
Doge Participatio was about ſixty- two thouſand inhabitants, but it is now increaſed 
to two hundred thouſand. 


ALTHOUGH Venice had riſen to ſuch a ſtate of importance, yet the Republic was 


frequently involved in oppreſſive wars, not only with the Narentians, the Dalmatians, 


and the Saracens, but alſo againſt the Hongres, or Hungarians, who likewiſe came from 
Scythia, Thoſe people, who added ferocity to their courage, at firſt gained great 
advantages over the Venetians; but the latter, from their ſteadineſs and well- 


directed manceuvres, at laſt regained what they had loſt, by beating their enemies com- 


pletely, 
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pletely, and obliging them to abandon the Gulf of Venice, and leave them undiſ- 
puted poſſeſſors of the Adriatic ſea. 


Taz Hungarians, finding themſelves entirely defeated, retired and ſettled in Pannonia. 
In this fituation, between alternate ſucceſs and loſſes, the Republic ſill extended her 
dominions, and kept within herſelf a fund of wealth, accumulated by trade and 
conqueſts, But alas! that wealth was partly the cauſe of her ruin; which muſt be the 
natural conſequence in every ſtate where opulence admits luxury, with all its dangerous 
attendants; for its inhabitants ſoon felt the fatal effects which aroſe from the cauſes 
beforementioned. | | 

Towanps the twelfth century the government (which had, ſince the election of the 
Doge, been chiefly monarchical) was again changed; owing to a ſeries of events, the 

enumeration of which would carry me too far. I ſhall only ſtate that the Venetians, like 
many other nations, aſcribing the misfortunes which had befallen the Republic to their 
chief, aſſaulted the Doge, and aſſaſſinated him in his palace. 

Many of the ambitious and intriguing citizens, taking advantage of the Interregnum, 
propoſed a new form of government. There only remained of the former, a council, 
conſiſting of forty magiſtrates, called Quarantia, which had been eſtabliſhed to judge all 
civil and criminal cauſes. This tribunal forms the baſis of their preſent government, 
which is ariſtocratical. 

Taz council being aſſembled, it was decided that annually on Michaelmas Day, 
the city being divided into fix diſtricts, each of theſe diſtricts ſhould name two 
electors; and that the twelve together ſhould be impowered to chuſe indiſcriminately 
among the citizens four hundred and ſeventy members, which were to form the grand 
council. 

Tux council of Quarantia, however, not ſatisfied with the ſucceſs of this firſt deciſion, 
determined that eleven commiſſaries ſhould be appointed from among the moſt reſpect- 
able perſons of the ſtate, to chuſe a Doge by ballot; and that the perſon who ſhould 
have a majority of nine votes out of eleven ſhould be elected. Thus were the people 
led blindly to acquieſce in the loſs of their rights. 

Tazy again proceeded to a third decree, viz. That the grand council ſhould nominate 
annually fix counſellors, one out of each diſtri, who were to form a privy council; and 
without whoſe.advice the Doge could not give his affent to any act relating to the ſtate. 
Here end the rights of the people and the power of the Doge | 

Tux Senate, or Pregadi, was afterwards formed, conſiſting of ſixty members of the 
grand council, by whom all ſtate affairs were tranſacted. 

Tuis new form of government terminated the troubles which at that time afflicted the 
Republic, and Venice role again to her higheſt pinnacle of glory. It was then that her 
fleets and armies, victorious both by ſea and land, entirely defeated thoſe of the Emperor 

B . Frederick 
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Frederick the Firſt, furnamed Barbaroſſa, who had boaſted of the certainty of placing 
the Imperial arms on the gates of St. Mark. 

Tuar famous victory gave riſe to the extraordinary ceremony of the eſpouſals of the 
Doge with the Sea, which has been already mentioned. 

Tas apparent tranquillity which the Republic enjoyed was not ſo permanent as at 


firſt it promiſed to be; for the people began, although late, to find that their liberty 


had been ſacrificed to the ambition of the Great. 


Tux even made ſeveral attempts to overthrow the new form of government, but 


without ſucceſs; for thoſe who were in power uſed every art to render their ſchemes 
ineffectual. One of the moſt alarming conſpiracies againſt the State, which occaſioned 
the death of a vaſt number of citizens, headed by Bajamont Thiepolo, happened the 
15th of June, 1310; and the Senate, in commemoration of its eſcape, inſtituted an 
annual feſtival. | 

Tun danger to which the Republic had been expoſed, determined the council of 
Quarantia to appoint a certain number of Judges, called Inquiſitors of State; which 
ſoon after compoſed that formidable Council called Di Dieci, or Tex; a tribunal as 
powerful as it is now dreadful to the Venetians. 

AxorhEx attempt againſt the Senate, which was as unſucceſsful as that in 13 10, took 
place the 1 5th of April, 1355, in which the Doge, being at the head of the Revolters, 
was ſoon after beheaded by a decree of the Senate. 

I $HALL not expatiate on the diſturbances that for ſome time afflicted the Republic; 
fearing that I have already, by this digreſſion, fatigued my readers. 

Tnos internal Commotions did not, however, prevent Venice from maintaining her 
proſperity and grandeur; for, towards the fourteenth century, the Venetians took the 
city of Padua from Francis the Second, Count of Carrare ; cauſing him and his two 


ſons to be ignominiouſly put to death in the priſon of St. Mark: which was one of their 


firſt ſteps towards deſpotiſm; as they not only violated the rights of Sovereigns, but 


added cruelty to injuſtice. | 
In the fixteenth century the power of the Republic had ſufficiently increaſed to 


enable her to contend againſt. the forces of Spain, France, Auſtria, and the Porte, It 


would probably have continued in this flouriſhing ſtate, which was entirely owing to the 


prudence of the Senate and its profound policy, had it not been for the loſs of the 


greateſt part of their Trade; occaſioned by the diſcovery, which the Portugueſe had made, 
of the paſſage to the Eaſt Indies by the Cape of Good Hope. That loſs was moſt forcibly 
felt by the Republic: for many of the Sovereigns of Europe, equally jealous of the 
advantages ariſing from ſuch a diſcovery, immediately followed the example of the 
Portugueſe, and of courſe loſt the Venetians a ſource of treafure which was of the 


greateſt importance to them. 
| I SHALL 
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I SHA not enter on the various events and changes which have befallen the Republic, 
fince the fixteenth century,. as the whole is particularly deſcribed by L'Abbe St. Real, 
in his Hiſtory of Venice: I will only add, that the actual form of government has 
been ſubje& to few changes, ſince the time beforementioned. 

Tux ſupreme authority, as the Doge is merely an empty title without any princely 
power, is veſted in the hands of the nobles, to the number of nearly thirteen hundred, 

whoſe names are inſcribed at their birth, in a book called the Libro Doro, in imitation 
of the Athenians : with this difference, that at Athens every citizen was obliged to 
inſcribe the name of his children. 

Ar Venice the nobles may be divided into three diſtin& claſſes, the firſt is compoſed 
of families whom they call eleQoral, on account of their being the deſcendants of 
thoſe who elected the firſt Doge in 697. They are looked upon as the moſt ancient in 
Europe, as Voltaire has juſtly obſerved. 

Tux ſecond owe their origin to the families who afterwards formed the great council; 
and the third are the deſcendants of thoſe citizens who, at the time that the State was 
in urgent diſtreſs, purchaſed their title of nobility for the ſum of one hundred and 
twenty Venetian ducats. | 

Txross different claſſes are not permitted to enter into the ſervice of any foreign power, 
or allowed to receive from them any mark of diſtinction. 

Tus fenate is at preſent compoſed of three hundred members of the great council, 
who conſult upon the moſt ſecret and important affairs of the Republic. 

In the adminiſtration of government is included the college compoſed of the nine 
Procurators of St. Mark, the Doge's fix counſellors, the cenſors, the judges of the council 
of Quarantia, and other magiſtrates for the adminiſtration of juſtice, &c. 

Nxxr to the ſenate, the tribunal of the greateſt importance, is the college where 
audience is given to foreign miniſters, and where all external affairs are tranſacted, It is 
compoſed of the Doge, his fix counſellors, three ſenior judges of the council of Quarantia, 
and ſixteen other magiſtrates or commiſſaries. 

Tus higheſt dignity, next to the Doge, is the 8 of St. Mark: and the moſt 
formidable tribunal is the council of Tax; its power is very extenſive. The three chief 
Judges of that council (who are called Inquiſitors of State) are choſen by election. 
They pay the greateſt attention to maintaining order, and preventing cabals, &c. againſt 
the ſtate. They alſo prote& the citizens againſt the oppreſſion of the nobles. Much 
more might be ſaid on their form of government, which is greatly indebted for its perma- 
nency to the prudence of the Senate, and the rigor with which the council of Tzx and the 
inquifitors enforce ſuch puniſhments as they direct. But, ſince this abridgment is only 
intended to give the traveller an idea of the origin and conſtitution of that ancient 
Os it would be. needleſs to rye on the one. | 
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I cannot, however, quit Venice without giving a ſketch of the character of the moſt 
numerous part of its Inhabitants ; who, though not ennobled by birth or purchaſe, have 


retained in their manners ſome remains of the warlike ſpirit and heroic deeds of their 


anceſtors, 


Tuazy may alſo be divided into three claſſes; the firſt (being the moſt opulent) compre- 


hend the bankers and the merchants; the ſecond, the mechanics; and the third, the 


gondoliers; who are by far the moſt numerous, and moſt deſerving the attention of an 


inquiſitive traveller; as they have in particular retained much of the ancient W 


in their manners and cuſtoms. 
Taz name of gondolier is given at Venice to thoſe who conduct in the channels or 


lagunes the gondolas, which are a kind of boat, ingeniouſly contrived, and very light: 
they may be hired by the hour or by the day, on reaſonable terms. 


Tnosx people, owing to their extreme honeſty, and entire attachment to the patricians, 


whom they ſerve, are treated by the State with great indulgence. 
Tuxv are robuſt, and remarkably well made; and much ide! for their agility 


and vivacity. They are not inſtructed; neither would the State wiſh to promote their 


improvement: but their natural gaiety, aſſiſted by an excellent memory and quickneſs 
of repartee, renders their converſation intereſting. 

Tuxv are alſo the only claſs of people among the Italians who, like them, owe their 
origin to the Greeks, and have preſerved ſome remains of that illuſtrious nation, 
Like them, they encourage the ſame degree of emulation by various feats of activity. 

Tuꝝv have, on all public rejoicings what the Engliſh term a rowing match, by 
them called Recarra. The principle characters of the Republic countenance this 
entertainment, by fixing the prize due to the conqueror; which, though trifling in itſelf, 
is more than ſufficient to , this honeſt claſs of people. 

I MusT not paſs unnoticed an amuſement which they have among themſelves, TTY is 
not only ſingular, but muſt naturally create aſtoniſhment to every ſtranger that viſits 
Venice. They offer a reward to him who is capable of reciting the greateſt number 
of verſes from Aklos ro or Tasso; and many, although they cannot read, are capable 
of ſinging moſt part of GzrusaLamms LineraTa. It is when ſeated at the ſtern, and 
reſting on their oars, the boat gliding gently on, that they make the palaces which 
border the lagunes reſound with the harmonious verſes of their Howzs. 


I nav been led to ſay more on the origin and government of Venice than I ſhould 


otherwiſe have done, had the fituation of that city been as favourable for the obſervations 


of a Naturaliſt as others of which I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak. 


Tux geologiſt will do well to examine the coaſt, from the mouth of the Po to the 
gulf of the T "RIESTE, and he will find many objects worth his attention. He will alſo 


perceive that whole extent of that coaſt, and for five or ſix miles in the interior part 
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of the country, are encroachments made in the ſea by a quantity of earth, pebbles, 
and gravel, which have been carried, in the courſe of ſeveral centuries, by the moſt 
conſiderable rivers of Italy, that diſcharge themſelves in the gulf, and may in time 
fill up the lagunes. | 

All thoſe rivers deſcend from the Alps, viz. Padus the Po, Atheſis or Adige, 
Meduacus Major or Brenta, Meduacus Minor or Bacchiglione, Tiliaventum or Tajamento, 
Lignentia or Livenza, Silis or Sile, Aneſſus or Piave. 

Tnosk rivers, during the melting of the ſnow, carrying with them, as I have already 
obſerved, an immenſe quantity of earth, &c. from the primitive and ſecondary moun- 
tains, are forced to depoſit that earth on the coaſt, on account of the refiſtance it 
meets with from the ſea. They have alſo been, without doubt, the original cauſe of 
the land-bank that nearly ſeparates Venice from the gulf, and which is called the Lido, 
about thirty-eight or forty miles in extent, reſembling the ſtring of a bent bow, ſuppoſing 
the latter to be the continent. | 

Maxy Italian authors, and particularly Gianotti tells us, that formerly the city of 
Venice was ten miles from the continent; for Oriago, or Oralacus, which is now 
five miles from Lizza Fuſlina, where they take boat for Venice, was at that time 
lying upon the ſhore of the lagune. And what confirmed me {till more in his opinion, 
was ſome obſervations I was led to make on that ſpot. 

Havins a curioſity to aſcertain the different ſtrata of the earth, I was let down into 
a kind of well or pit which they were digging between Lizza Fuſſina and Oriago : the 
entrance being wide, and the depth about twenty feet, I could with great eaſe make my 
obſervations, particularly as the earth in that place was cut perpendicularly under the 
ſtratum : I remarked that the ſtrata inclined towards the ſea (forming an angle of fifteen 
degrees and a half). I reckoned fifteen perfectly diſtinct, and was convinced that they 
were formed of the different decompoſitions of the primitive and ſecondary mountains, 
and that the ſediments were not placed according to their gravity; for there were ſtrata 


compoſed of ſmall ſtones, called Gallet, mixed with pieces of granite, quartz, ſchiſt, 


and a peculiar kind of calcarious ſtone, which I ſhall ſpeak of hereafter, forming a 


bed at two thirds of the height of the pit, thirteen inches in thickneſs, entirely 
ſupported by different ſtrata of ſand. | 
Tax grain of one of them was particularly fine, mixed with particles of mica and 
granite, intermixed with maritime and fluyiatic ſhells, which formed the ſeventh ſtrata, 
and is a clear proof that the ſea formerly overflowed that country: but as the vegetable 
earth was nearly eleven inches in thickneſs, may naturally ſuppoſe that it has been 
in its preſent ſtate for many centuries. 


Ir is to be wiſhed that ſuch obſervations could be followed with 8 degree of 


C | accuracy, 
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accuracy, in ſeveral places round the coaſt, as it would certainly be of infinite ſervice 


in the ſtudy of geology. 
Lizza FussIna is a ſmall village, ſeated on the coaſt, near the mouth of the river 


Brenta, five miles from Venice. Although there are not many houſes, and its 


ſituation is at the extremity of a plain leading towards Padua, it is nevertheleſs very 


intereſting, having an extenſive view of the high chain of mountains that nearly 
ſurround the Adriatic ſea. ; | 

Ox the north are fituated the Rhætian Alps, which loſe themſelves among the chain 
of mountains that croſs the country of the Griſons. | 

Orros irn, and in a direct line, are thoſe of Friuli, whoſe ſummits are always covered 
with ſnow: they join thoſe of Carniola and Iſtria, which appear loſt in the horizon. 

Tnar vaſt chain of mountains, which has near one hundred leagues in extent, is 
nevertheleſs but a ſmall part of the Alps, and not much known by our Naturaliſts, 
although worthy of being inveſtigated. | 


Tun Mediterranean is well known to have but little flux and reflux; it is however 


felt in ſome degree at the extremity of the Gulf; fince the tide frequently riſes upwards 


of three feet; and thoſe effects happen nearly at the ſame hour on the coaſt of Spain, 
in the Bay of Biſcay, under the ſame latitude, though in a much higher degree. 

Tas Botaniſt will find, not only in the ſmall iflands which ſurround Venice, but alſo 
on the coaſt, and on the banks of the river Brenta, ſeveral beautiful and curious plants, 
which will merit a place in his Herbal: among others, according to Linnæus's ſyſtem, 
© The Clematis Maritima, Antirrhinum Linifolium, Antirrhinum Purpureum, Xeran- 
themum Orientale, Salvia Sclarea, Rumex, Divaricatus, Sedum Anacampſeros, &c. 
There are alſo on the coaſt ſeveral curious ſhells of the univalve and bivalve order. 

Wr left Lizza Fuſlina at noon, and were towed up the river Brenta to Padua, where 
we arrived in the evening. 

Tux banks of the river are beautiful, affording the moſt pleaſing and intereſting 
views : ſometimes it 1s ſeen meandring acroſs fertile and extenfive meadows, enamelled 
with flowers, and covered with cattle, In other places it appears as loſt, being 
concealed by tufts of trees, which cover it from fide to fide, forming a delightful 
arbour. | | 

Trezs are alſo ſeveral beautiful villas and rich farms, which give the traveller at 
firſt fight a favourable idea of the happineſs of a people who live under a peaceable 
government, although unfortunately too jealous of its authority, acting frequently in 
a tyrannical manner to thoſe who dare divulge too freely their ſentiments on the 


Conſtitution of the Republic. 


SECTION 


THE RHATIAN ALPS. 11 


SECTION II. 


OBSERVATIONS ON PADUA, AS ALSO ON ITS ORIGIN, ITS FORM OF GOVERNMENT, AND THE 
MANNERS, OF THE INHABITANTS — DEPARTURE FROM THAT CITY, WITH SOME 
REMARKS ON THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THE DIFFERENT PLACES SITUATED 


BETWEEN PADUA AND VERONA — DESCRIPTION OF VERONA, 


Tn E charming and fertile meadows that are watered by the Brenta (which I have 
already mentioned in Se. I.) are but a ſmall part of the immenſe plain which forms the 
province of Padua. It is bounded on the ſouth by the Euganian hills, and on the north 
by the low chain of the Treveſian mountains. 

TksE laſt, viewed from the environs of Padua, appear as if placed artfully by 
nature, in order to relieve the eye from a continual ſcene of the frozen ſammits of the 
Tridentinæ Alps, always covered with ſnow. The effect is wonderfully pleaſing ; for 
the Treveſian mountains being; not only cultivated, but wooded to the top, conceal by 
thoſe means the baſe of the retiring mountains, and throw that equivocal veil over them 
in which the eye ſo much delights; forming a contraſt ſo harmoniouſly blended, that, 
on a fine ſummer's day, it exhibits one of the moſt beautiful and pictureſque landſcapes 
imaginable, 

NaTuRE ſeems to have been particularly propitious to the inhabitants of this country, 
in enriching their ſoil, and furniſhing them with every means of becoming reſpectable 
by their induſtry and commerce. 

SzvERAL large and navigable rivers croſs this province, as it were to invite its inha- 
bitants to imitate other opulent nations, in taking advantage of their deſirable and 
enviable fituation, to export into foreign countries the produce of their induſtry, and 
the ſuperfluities of their home conſumption. But alas! the natural indolence of the 
people, and their want of energy, which are but too much countenanced by the careleſſ< 
neſs and inattention of government, naturally prevent them from reaping thoſe 
advantages which would inevitably ariſe from their beautiful fituation. 

I wouLD not wiſh to be underſtood that the foil does.not already produce vaſt quan- 
tities of grain, filk, &c.; but that produce would be infinitely increaſed were the erection 
of manufactories more encouraged ; for at preſent there are but few, although the 
country is capable of admitting a vaſt number. 

Is 
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Ir government would but diminiſh that great diſparity which exiſts between the 
nobles and the citizens, and at the ſame time encourage trade, reward induſtry, and 
diſtinguiſh merit, it would ſoon be perceived that the provinces of Padua, Vicenza, 
and Verona, would no longer contain the number of vagrants and worthleſs beings that 
continually infeſt every corner of thoſe cities, and which, of courſe, is the cauſe of 
ſuch frequent aſſaſſinations. 

I uus, however, do juſtice to the government of Venice, and hs: that, 
within theſe few years, the proſperity and happineſs of the people have been more 
attended to, and the inhabitants leſs oppreſſed by immoderate taxes. 

Tux nobles alſo treat their vaſſals with greater lenity and indulgence than . 
and they begin to be convinced that virtuous and induſtrious ſubjects tend more towards 


the proſperity of a ſtate, than the accumulated treaſures of St. Mark, or even whole 


armies formed of ſervile and debilitated ſlaves. 


Tuar the wealth and proſperity of a ſtate naturally increaſe, in proportion as the 
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poverty and indolence of each individual diminiſh, is, at preſent, I believe, a truth 


univerſally acknowledged. 
WINCKELMAN, in his Hiſtoire de VArt chez les Anciens, chap. i. ſect. iii. after 


having demonſtrated that different climates influence the texture and features of the 
human body, adds, that “ they alſo affect their morals and their natural genius; which, 
* of courſe, muſt have the ſame effect on their activity and induſtry,” He has juſtly 
obſerved, that ** thoſe two laſt qualities, as well as their cuſtoms and manners, depend 
<« ina great meaſure on the form of government under which they live.“ 

I au, therefore, not fearful of aſſerting, that this people, as well as moſt of the 
inhabitants of Italy, who have ſo great a ſhare of natural genius, and in general fo 
little erudition, ſo much good-humour and hoſpitality, and are at the ſame time fo 
choleric and vindictive, are capable, by proper management, of equalling, or probably 
ſurpaſſing, many of the European nations, were their form of government better adapted 
to their natural character. | 

Ir thoſe who are at the head of the different States of which Italy is compoſed, 
would but correct the numberleſs errors and abuſes which have crept into their different 
forms of government, and. enforce the laws which are eſtabliſhed for puniſhing the 
guilty, without diſtinction; as alſo by aboliſhing thoſe aſylums that ſerve as a kind of 
ſupport to the frequent acts of cruelty and murder which are ſo common in many 


parts of Italy; were they to encourage merit by ſome mark of diſtinction, and reward 


the individual who might be induced to propoſe any plan which would be of ſervice to 


the State; or ere manufactories to keep the lower claſs of people continually 


employed ; 
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employed; then might we hope to ſee thoſe different States occupy that rank which 
nature ſeems to have allotted for them among the different powers of Europe. 

I MusT, however, allow that ſome of thoſe Sovereigns have already begun to contribute 
conſiderably to the welfare of their ſubjects, by their new and judicious regulations, in 
the adminiſtration of juſtice, by the defire of having their people properly inſtructed, 
and by offering every encouragement to merit and induſtry. 

His Sardinian Majeſty and the grand Duke of Tuſcany are convincing proofs of this 
aſſertion : and it were greatly to be wiſhed that their examples were followed by the reſt 
of the Italian Princes. 

Tux city of Padua, or Patavium, is of great antiquity, as it can boaſt of being prior to 
Rome, whom ſhe frequently aſſiſted in the wars which that Republic had againſt the Boii, 
the Senones, and the Cenomani. 5 

Many hiſtorians, and among others Livy, who was born in that city, affirm 
that it was founded by Antenor, a Trojan Prince, after the deſtruction of Troy, four 
hundred and thirty-nine years before the city of Rome; which is alſo confirmed by 
Martial, when he addreſſes himſelf to Valerius Flaccus, a poet, and native of Padua, in 
theſe words, ©* Antenorei ſpes & alumne laris”'.... But nothing can be more erroneous 
than that aſſertion, ſince there is every reaſon to believe that it was founded by a King 
of Veneti, named Patavinus, as IJ am going to relate, 

Wren the Illyrean colonies, which may be divided into three different bodies, viz. the 
Lyburnians, the Syculians, and the Heneti or Veneti, fled from Greece to eſtabliſh them- 
ſelves in Italy; the Lyburnians were the firſt who (as many authors report) entered the 
country of Carniola, and Friuli; but, being repulſed by the Euganians, they ſheltered 
themſelves in that part of Italy which was afterwards called Magna Grecia, and which 
now forms the kingdom of Naples, &c. 

Tux ſecond body, which were the Syculians, inhabitants of the frontiers of Dalmatia, 
entered Italy after the Lyburnians, and ſettled in that part which at preſent forms the 
Pope's dominions; and whoſe: people were known by the name of Oepiqui, who compoſed 
the league of the Sabins, the Latins, the Enſtrians, and the Samnites. 

TRE third body, which were the Veneti, eſtabliſhed themſelves to the north of the Po, 
and, for a length of time, formed a ſeparate nation. They had ſeveral wars to ſuſtain 
againſt the Ciſalpine Gauls ; and there appears not the leaſt doubt but that Padua owes 
its foundation to one of their Kings, as I have already mentioned. | 

Tas ſplendor: of that city was . diminiſhed in ſome degree when Rome was at the 
height of her glory; but the decline of that ancient and noble Republic carrying with 
it nearly the deſtruction of all the cities of Italy, Padua of courſe ſhared the common fate. 


Tuar city, after having botne its ſhare in the .devaſtations made by the Huns and 
Lombards, who overwhelmed that beautiful country, obtained its liberty under the 
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of beſieging, and carried to Socino, where he died frantic in the year 1259. 
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Emperor Otho the Firſt, and was then governed for ſome time by its own magiſtrates, 


who aſterwards bore the title of Doge or Poteſta, till the reign of Ezzelinus the 
tyrant, who lived in the thirteenth century. He was a native of the Treveſian March, 
and of German origin; but of a character ſo cruel and ferocious, that he was no ſooner 


appointed Poteſta than he became a tyrant, and thouſands of the inhabitants fell 


wretched victims to his ſanguinary temper, which he carried to ſuch a pitch, that 


Pope Alexander the Fourth was under the neceſſity of declaring a cruſade againſt him; 


and, ſoon aſter, he was taken priſoner before the city of Milan, which he was on the point 
(See the 


Life of Ezzelinus by Le Pere Gerard.) . 
AFTER the death of the tyrant, the Republic of Padua was ſtill conſiderable, having 


under its juriſdiction the cities of Vicenza, Verona, Trent, Treviſo, Feltre, Belluno, 


Baſſano, and the greateſt part of the country of Friuli, &c. : but, not many years after, 


it fell a ſacrifice to the intrigues of the Carrareſi family, which came from Baſſano; who, 


gaining ſufficient aſcendency over the minds of the people, cauſed one of the Princes of 


their houſe to be appointed Captain in Chief, which was at that time the firſt dignity of 


the State, and which ſoon became hereditary. 
Tuxy were then governed monarchically, till the time of Francis the Second, who was 


taken by the Venetians (as mentioned in Sect. I.); ſo that in 1405 the Republic fell under 


the Venetian juriſdiction ; and the mother country became the property of one of her 


colonies, who, by way of ſecuring it, behaved with the greateſt injuſtice, .in exterminating 


ignominiouſly the remains of that family. 
Papua is at preſent ſo much declined from its former tate, that it has ſcarcely pre- 


ſerved any remains of its paſt grandeur, affording a ſcene of poverty, pride, and ſuperſtition. 


Tanz are ll exiſting ſome beautiful buildings, fine churches, &c. But the 
enlightened traveller will not ſurely permit himſelf to judge of the richneſs of a State, or 
the happineſs of a people, by ſuch ſtately monuments. 

THis great city, which formerly contained two hundred i inhabitants, can 
hardly boaſt at preſent forty thouſand, although its ſoil is reckoned one of the moſt 
healthy and fertile in all Italy; and its ſituation is ſo well calculated for commerce, being 
watered by the rivers Brenta and Bacchiglione, which are both navigable. 

Papua, in its former ſtate, was well fortified. It is ſtill ſurrounded by two walls; the 
firſt is called, to this day, Antenor's Wall; and the outward (comprehending its fortifica- 
tions, ditches, &c.) was built by the Venetians at the time of the league of Cambray. 

War renders this city moſt famous, as alſo worthy the attention of a traveller, is its 
Univerſity ; which, for many centuries, was held in the higheſt repute. | | 

THis Univerſity has been conſidered as one of the moſt ancient in Europe, fince it 


was founded in the twelfth century ; but it is indebted to Frederick the Second for the 


greateſt 
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"4 greateſt part of its improvements. It was alſo eſteemed one of the beſt ; for in their 


records are mentioned at one time upwards of ten thouſand ſtudents, although at preſent 


there are ſcarcely nine hundred. 


Taz ſame number of profeſſors are kept as at its firſt inſtitution, which are ſixty, 
and moſt of them men of the greateſt erudition; therefore its decline muſt not be 
attributed to them, but rather to the weakneſs of thoſe that are at the head of the 
police, as they indulge the ſtudents in the moſt unbridled licentiouſneſs, which is carried 
to ſuch a pitch of inſolence that no perſon, whether inhabitant or ſtranger, can with 
ſafety venture out after duſk, 

Tar Botanical Garden belonging to the univerſity has few equals: its arrangement is 
very elegant, containing a moſt valuable collection of exotic and indigenous plants. It 
was planted by Franciſco Bonaefidei, who died in 1658, and was the firſt * of 
botany at Padua. 

Taz is alſo a Cabinet of Natural Hiſtory well worth ſeeing, being a, 
rich in ſhells, foſſils, minerals, &c. 

Irs Library is alſo conſiderable. The hooks are well choſen, and moſt of them 
curious. Its Anatomical Theatre contains every thing that is neceſſary for the demon- 


ſtrative part of that ſtudy. There is alſo an Experimental Hall ſupplied with every 


kind of apparatus or neceſſary inſtruments for ſtudents. 


ALTHOUGH this work is not intended to give an exact and minute deſcription of the 
various buildings and public edifices, yet I cannot paſs unnoticed the Palazzo della 
Raggeone, or Town Hall of Padua, where the courts of juſtice are kept: it is built 
on the ſpot where formerly the ancient Senate ſtood, Its architecture is ſimple, but 
noble and majeſtic. The great Hall is nearly 332 feet long, 116 broad, and 109 in 
height. It is ornamented by ninety columns, which are placed between the windows, 
and ſupport the roof. It alſo contains ſome excellent paintings and curious monuments ; 
among others is a monument erected to the memory of Livy the hiſtorian, with an inſcrip- 
tion which was found in the ruins where the Temple of Concord formerly ſtood: 

V. F. (#) 
TITUS LIVIUS 
LI T. F. 
QUARTIZ L. 
HALYS 
CONCORDIALIS 
PATAVI 
SIBI & SUIS 
OMNIBUS, 


% 


(*) Vivens Fecit. 
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 Azovz the inſcription is placed a buſt, ſuppoſed to be that of Livy. There is alſo 
in the, Hall of the Council Houſe a monument and inſcription, with a buſt of the 


Marchioneſs of Obizzi, which does infinite honour to the Paduans : I ſhall not tranſcribe 
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the inſcription, as it would carry me beyond the plan of this work; but the cauſe 
muſt not be omitted, as it is erected to the memory of one who was not only as 
virtuous as Lucretia, but had as great a ſhare of fortitude, ſince ſhe choſe rather to be 


ſtabbed by her raviſher, who, in the abſence of her huſband, had found means to get 
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admittance into her chamber, than yield to his defires. 
Tux villain eluded, for ſome time, the hand of juſtice; but was at laſt taken, and 


confined in priſon for fifteen years, Where he was made to ſuffer extreme torture, 
but to no purpoſe ; for he never would confeſs his guilt. © Being at laſt ſet at liberty, 
he was ſoon after ſhot through the head by the Marchioneſs's ſon, who immediately 
afterwards entered into the Emperor's ſervice, where he ſerved at the beginning of this 
century. | a 

Tux people who can erect a monument in honour of ſo much virtue, and ſtrew | F 
its remains with flowers, ſurely merit the eſteem of virtuous men, and the notice of a 
ſentimental traveller. | 

Trzxs are ſtill, at Padua, a vaſt number of curious inſcriptions; one in particular, 


inſcribed on a ſmall monument or pillar, in honour of Antenor, and placed at the entrance 


of St. Lawrence's Street, in theſe words : 


« C. Inclytus. Antenor. patriam vox niſa quietem, 


« Tranſtulit huc Enetum Dardanidumque fugas. 


© Expulit Euganeos, Patavinam condidit Urbem 


«© Quem tenet hic humili, marmore ceſa domus.“ 


Tugkx are alſo many remains of antiquity, although the misfortunes which have 
afflicted. this city, have ſcarcely left any thing but ruins of the ancient monuments ; 
for the Amphitheatre, which, according to appearances, 'ought to be larger than that at 
Verona, is nothing but a heap of ſtones | diſmal veſtiges of paſt magnificence | 
Taz Geologiſt. and Naturaliſt deſirous of improvement, muſt not quit Padua, without 
making an excurſion to the ſouth of that city, and viſiting the villages of Abano, or 
Aponum, Catajo, Bataglia, and Arqua, or Arquato, as they contain objects worthy of 
the greateſt attention. Thoſe villages are ſituated at the foot of the Euganian hills, Ns 


and nearly ſouth-weſt of Padua. Ps | | | 
Azaxo, which is only five miles from that city, is certainly the ſame place which 7 
Pliny names Fontes Patavini; as there are in its neighbourhood ſeveral hot ſprings, = 
1 
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or baths, of different qualities, the major part of them being ſulphurated, and reſorted to 
for various complaints. The heat of ſome of thoſe ſprings is ſo great that Fahrenheit's 
thermometer roſe in general to 110 degrees. 

Tux v emit a diſagreeable ſmell, ſomething like a ſolution of liver of fulphur. One 
of them is lukewarm, and is ſaid to be impregnated with lead. The water is thick, of 
a milky colour, and the ſediment efferveſces with acids. There are others ſimilar to this, 
although not quite ſo hot as the firſt, from which the water iſſues in ſuch quantities as 
to drive a mill at the diſtance of twenty paces from the ſource, and yet continues hot, 
forming ſediments and calcareous incruſtations, or rather a kind of * which effer- 
veſces with acids; I alſo found there ſeveral metallic guhrs. 

Tnosk various ſprings flow through beds or ſtrata of ſtone, of which thoſe hills 
are compoſed, being a kind of /apis molaris. Thoſe ftrata are moſtly parallel, inclining 
towards the ſouth, nearly fifteen degrees and a half; but extremely porous, and of a 
greyiſh colour, except in ſome places where they are yellow, inclining to red; but I 
convinced myſelf that the colour was merely ſuperficial, and did not penetrate more 
than two inches in the interior of the ſtone, which was owing to ſmall ſtreams of fer- 
ruginous vitriolic water, which filter through its pores. When firſt I had the curiofity 
to viſit thoſe hills, not meeting with any baſaltes, or the leaſt production which could 


lead me to ſuppoſe that they had been formed by volcanic productions, I attributed the 


heat of thoſe waters ſimply to the decompoſitions of ſome pyrites, occaſioned by the 


moiſture which muſt naturally filter abundantly through the pores of the /apis molaris. 


Not being however thoroughly ſatisfied, and having ſoon after an opportunity of renewing 
my obſervations with greater accuracy, I continued my reſearches on the ſame chain of 
hills in the neighbourhood of Vicenza; and was then ſatisfied that the country had 
formerly contained volcanos, as moſt of the ſummits of thoſe hills were formed of 
volcanic productions; for in ſeveral places I found ftrata of lava apparently wide, and 
one foot and a half in thickneſs; as alſo pieces of baſaltes, pumice ſtone, &c. 
Tux village of Catajo is only five Italian miles from Abano, and will not only furniſh 
amuſement to the Naturaliſt, but to all admirers of painting, as they will be amply 
gratified by viſiting a magnificent palace called Inganno, and built by Delfini, belonging 


to one of the deſcendants of the Obizzi family; the remarkable actions of which are 


painted in freſco by the celebrated Paul Veroneſe. 


Asour five miles from Catajo lies Arqua, or Arquato, famous for having been the 


reſidence and burial place of Petrarch. 

Tun houſe, in which Petrarch lived with his beloved Laura, ſtands on a hill a little 
way from Arquato. 3 
E | Tun 
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Tux memory of that poet is preſerved in ſeveral of the apartments by allegorical 
paintings ; and ſome pieces of his furniture ſtill remain in the houſe. 

I sHouLD have much more to add, were IT to mention the variety of objects which 
would naturally engage the attention of the Botaniſt and Lithologiſt ; but, owing to the 
very ſhort ſtay I made in that part of the country, I was prevented from noticing what 
might be moſt worthy their remarks. I am, therefore, under the neceſſity of confining 
within bounds the defire I have of being uſeful, by merely recommending to them not 
to paſs unnoticed a ſpot which will furniſh them with a variety of curioſities deſerving 
their inſpection. _ \ 

From Padua we continued our journey to Vicenza, which is alſo the road to Tyrol; 
but not till after we had viewed what was moſt curious in that city. | 

Vicenza is diſtant from Padua nearly eighteen Italian miles: the road being flat, the 
journey would be unintereſting, were it not that the adjacent country is remarkably 
rich, and covered with all kinds of trees; but more particularly the mulberry-tree. 


Many of the inhabitants live chiefly by the culture of filk worms; as alſo by winding, 


twiſting, and dying filks. 
Vicenza is ſeated on the river Bacchiglione, which is navigable; and, immediately 
= on croſling it, one enters a large plain (though rather leſs than the one that leads to 
| Padua), in the middle of which is fituated Vicenza, 
_ Tus plain is terminated by a continuation of the Euganian hills, which are bounded 
| | towards the north-eaſt by the commencement of the Trentinz Alps. | 
; | | Ts ſpot is one of the moſt fertile and intereſting imaginable, being watered by 
Y ſeveral rivers, which deſcending from the mountains that ſurround it, aſſiſt in ferti- 
= lizing the country, by the decompoſitions which they continually carry with them, 
A and which ſerve as moſt excellent manure; ſo that with great truth it may be 
ſtyled the garden of Europe. It is alſo embelliſhed by a variety of villas belonging 
to people of diſtinction, ornamented by the incomparable Palladio. Superb columns | ; 
of white marble, crowned with pediments, and enriched with baſſo-relievos, ſhew | N 
themſelves as it were by ſtealth through the tufts of trees; and, from the contraſt 
of colour, appear ſtill whiter than they naturally are: this, added to their reflection 
in the limpid ſtream, not only increaſes the pleaſure, but excites the admiration of 
the traveller. | 
Tux city of Vicenza is the capital of the province of Vicentino, and, for a length 
of time, formed a ſeparate government. They had alſo their ſovereigns and their tyrants, 
till they were forced to ſeek the protection of the Republic of Padua: and, at the time 
of the decline of that city, they gave themſelves voluntarily to the Venetians, which 
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is the reaſon they enjoy greater privileges than any of the neighbouring cities, and are 
of courſe the richeſt in the State next to the Republic. | 

Tazy appoint their own magiſtrates for the maintenance of order and a well regulated 
police. This city is not fo large as Padua; it is badly fortified, but more populous, 


containing nearly forty-five thouſand inhabitants. 


Tux public buildings are ſuperb, the architecture of which retains all the ſimplicity 


and elegance of the times of Auguſtus, In fact, they were built after the deſigns of 
the great Palladio, who was a native of Vicenza. 

THEY have alſo an Academy called the Olympic, or Olympici, where the academicians 
aſſemble in the theatre built by the famous architect abovementioned, which is ſo 
univerſally admired by all travellers. The principal object of this Academy is to fix the 
ſtandard of the Italian language, by promoting the knowledge of its beauty and elegance. 
Tun Euganian hills are here only five or ſix Italian miles from Vicenza, and 
they now become much more intereſting to the Naturaliſt than in the vicinity of Abano; 
for, in many places, they contain a mixture of various ſorts of maritime bodies, beſides 
petrifactions, &c. 

Mork SUMMANo alſo merits the attention of the traveller, there being many curious 
plants and medals found on it, beſides ſeveral other relics of antiquity. It is the 
received opinion, that formerly on that mount there was a temple dedicated to Pluto. 

Ir appeared to me that the mountain owed its formation to ſome ſubterraneous revo- 
lution, as I found a vaſt quantity of volcanic productions. 


Tu famous cave of Cuſtoza muſt not be paſſed over: it is nearly four thouſand feet 


long, three thouſand broad, and almoſt three miles in circumference, according to my 


own obſervations, and the information I gained on the ſpot. 

Tux roof of this immenſe cave is ſupported by one thouſand huge pillars, cut out of 
the quarry, of three perches ſquare. Many wonderful and aſtoniſhing ſtories are told 
of this cavern ; but it is only the-remains of a quarry left from the digging of ſtone, 
fince the ancient buildings of Padua and Vicenza are apparently built of the ſame 


ſtone, which ſeemed to be a ſort of. cos lying in parallel ſtrata, reſembling what 


Monſieur de Bomar calls cos edificialis : nevertheleſs, I would not abſolutely affirm 


it, not having ſtayed as long as I could wiſh in this ſubterraneous abode ; being under 


the neceſlity of continuing my journey. It is, however, a ſpot worth the attention 


of a Lithologiſt. | 
From Vicenza we went to Verona, which is thirty miles diſtant from that city. The 


road is beautiful, nearly reſembling that from Padua to Vicenza; but, as one approaches 


Verona, the face of nature ſeems to wear a different aſpect; the adjacent country is 


much 
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much more rural ; the hills become mountains ; the inhabitants, of courſe, influenced 
by the ſituation, appear in a more natural ſtate, and are conſequently better and 
happier. This change increafes as one approaches the romantic valleys of Policella, 
Paltena, and Chiampo. 

Tux provinces of Padua and Verona made formerly part of the kingdom of Lombardy. 
The city of Verona, which is ſeated on the river Adige, or Atheſis, is very ancient, 
fince it is ſaid to have been built by the Euganei and Rhæti, and to have been after- 
wards one of the twelve cities which the Etrurians poſſeſſed beyond the Apennines, till 
they were driven from thence by the Cenomani. It is badly built, and its population 
does not exceed fifty thouſand inhabitants. The fituation is particularly pleaſant, in 
the midſt of a charming plain, and watered by the Adige, which divides the city 
nearly in two equal parts. One may take water at Verona for Venice in boats or 
barges, rendered convenient for that purpoſe, and where one meets with every neceſſary 
accommodation for ſo ſhort a voyage, which is generally accompliſhed in three days. 
From its vicinity to the mountains, being nearly at the foot of the Alps, the air is both. 


ſerene and healthy. | 
ALTHOUGH the greateſt part of this province is not only mountainous, but filled with 


romantic and extenſive valleys; yet the foil is particularly rich, and well cultivated ; 
for it amply furniſhes the inhabitants with every luxury as well as neceſſary production. 
I sHALL not dwell on the origin of the city of Verona, only obſerving, that after 
many changes of government, it was forced, in imitation of Padua and Vicenza to 
ſubmit to the Venetians, and I ſhall content myſelf with adding, that both arts and 
ſciences flouriſhed in that city long before the decline of the Roman Empire; fince 
Pliny the Elder, a native of Verona, lived in the time of Auguſtus, fifty-five years 
before Chriſt. That city, as well as Padua and Vicenza, formed in the ninth century 


diſtin Republics, which were frequently at variance with each other, and engaged in 


_ continual contentions. Their government was at firſt democratical, but, ſoon after, 


became monarchical, through the ambition of ſeveral individuals. 


VzroNa, as well as thoſe cities, during their democracy, appointed a Poteſta, 


whoſe authority was to laſt a limited time. (See the work of John Villani, entitled 
Chronique des differens Peuples du Monde.) This writer aſſerts, that ** the change 


* of government was owing. to Maſtin Eſcalius, who being elected in the thirteenth 


40 century Poteſta to the Republic, gained ſufficient influence to add the title 


* of Perpetual Captain, which privilege remained in his family till the fifteenth 
*© century, when the deſcendants of this new Sovereign, taking advantage of their 


F power and authority, became ſo many petty tyrants, as cruel and blood-thirſty as 


„Ezzelinus 
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te Ezzelinus could poſſibly be at Padua: but Maſtin the Third, adding every ſpecies of 

e cruelty to his tyrannic diſpoſition, obliged the Veroneſe and the Vicentini to throw 
© off the yoke, and ſeek the protection of the Venetians, who have always treated 
© them with the greateſt lenity.” 

Tu government of Verona is adminiſtered by a Poteſta, or Major, and a Capitaneo: 
the firſt for civil, and the ſecond for military affairs. They are both ſent by the 
Venetians. | 

Tux city of Verona was formerly well fortified; and it was one of the firſt in 
Italy which made uſe of baſtions, although they, as well as their curtains and ravelins, 
are at preſent in a ruinous condition. 

Ir is guarded by two forts; the one called St. Pietro, and the other St. F elice, which 
are alſo nearly in ruins. The firſt, which is ſituated on much higher ground than St. 
Felice; commands an extenſive view of the adjacent country, the courſe of the Adige, 
and the Tridentine Alps. 

Few cities of Italy, except Rome and Naples, contain a greater variety of antiquities 
than Verona, At the foot of the caſtle of St. Pietro are the ruins of three triumphal 
arches, which are not ſo much effaced but that one may perfectly perceive their different 
orders. The firſt I took to be Corinthian, the ſecond Compoſite, and the third Tuſcan, 
They were all three built by Vitruvius. There is a third caſtle called Caſtello Vecchio, 
fituated on the banks of the Adige. 

Tus Muſeum contains many remains of antiquity, military pillars, mauſoleums, 
and tripi, with ſeveral curious inſcriptions ih various languages, Oriental, Greek, Latin, 
Etruſcan, and others. They are indebted to the celebrated Marquis of Maffei for his 
liberality in enlarging this valuable collection, as alſo for the 8 and attention with 
which it is preſerved. | 

AT no great diſtance from St. Maria Antica, which is an ancient church, are ſome 
Gothic mauſoleums erected for the family of Eſcalius, who was their firſt Poteſta ; but 
not for Scaliger, as ſome writers have aſſerted, who was an hiſtorian in the reign 
of Francis the Firſt, 1528. In the letters of naturalization, which were granted him 
by. that Prince, there is not the leaſt mention of his being a deſcendant of the family 
of Eſcalius, which would not certainly have been omitted, could he have made any 
pretenſions to it. | 

Tux Palazzo della Ragione, or Town Fall, is a handſome building; but not ſs 
large as that of Padua. ; 


Tun are five marble ſtatues erected in honour of five of their wiſe men, 


natives of Verona, viz, the poets Catullus and milius Macrus, the hiſtorians 
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Cornelius Nepos and Pliny the Elder, with the architect Vitruvius; although many 


affirm that Vitruvius was a native of Formia, at preſent known by the name of Mole 
de Gaetta. One might alſo add a fixth ſtatue, placed under a kind of niche, in honour 
of Jeremo Fracaſtorius. 

Vzrona may boaſt of having given birth to a vaſt number of men of ſcience, &c. ; 
among others to Joannes Jocundus, the celebrated mathematician, to whom we are 
indebted for the beſt tranſlation of Euclid : Guarini, who was the firſt after the decline 
of the Roman empire that re-eſtabliſhed the beauties of the Greek and Latin languages 
in Europe, and who is ſo well known to the Literati, by his Compendium Grammaticæ 
Græcæ, &c.: Paul Veroneſe, the celebrated painter, whoſe pencil has ſerved to immor- 
talize his name to poſterity ; with many others too numerous to inſert. (See the excellent 
work of Maffei, a native of that city, intituled Verona Illuſtrata, vol. ii. p. 178.) 

Tux city of Verona has loſt much of its original magnificence by diſturbances from its 
neighbours, and the reiterated oppreſſion of its chiefs ; yet the Belles Lettres and the Arts 
have not been entirely impeded; for from that period, to the preſent era, there has always 
exiſted in that city a number of men of letters, | 

TERRE is alſo a beautiful Academy called Philarmonici, where the Literati meet to 
diſcuſs various ſubjects. | 

THrar ſociety is very ancient, as it exiſted before the year 1 543; as did alſo another 
for the encouragement of Arts and Sciences, called Incantati The members of this 


ſociety alſo join the others, in order to read lectures, &c. as I have already mentioned. 


There is alſo a third ſociety, which bears the name of Philoti. The place where they 


aſſemble is a kind of Gymnaſium, where the youths of Verona practiſe ſeveral bodily 
exerciſes; ſuch as wreſtling, fencing, dancing, horſemanſhip, &c. 

I uus not however quit this city without noticing its Amphitheatre, which is a noble 
ſtructure, well worth a curious traveller's obſervation, being a beautiful piece of antiquity. 
It is both ſtately and ſpacious; of the outward wall is left only a ſmall piece, from 


whence one may make an eſtimate of the whole. The remainder of the building is 


kept in good repair, owing to the attention of the inhabitants; which certainly does 


them great credit, as they are frequently obliged to have much done to it. Some 


authors aſſert, that it was built in the reign of Auguſtus, which does not appear probable, 
ſince Pliny the Elder lived at that time, and does not mention it when he ſpeaks of his 
country: neither does the Younger Pliny, who lived under Veſpaſian. It is not likely 
that either of them would have omitted it, having both been ſo very particular in their 
deſcription of Verona: I ſhould therefore ſuppoſe it to be of a later date than the Coliſeo 


of Rome, built by Titus. The form of the Amphitheatre is oval: its great diameter 


450 feet: 
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450 feet: the ſmall one 360, and its circumference 1290. The great diameter of the 
Arena is 223 feet, and the ſmall one 136 feet and a half. It is ſurrounded by forty- 
four ſtone benches, raiſed one above another in the nature of ſteps, of one foot and a 
half in height, and twenty inches in breadth, capable of containing twenty-two thouſand 
one hundred and eighty-four perſons. Thoſe meaſures may be depended on, as I have 
taken them on the ſpot. 

I wiLL now ſpeak of the environs of Verona: — The Adige, which fertilizes that 
beautiful country, and offers to its inhabitants every means of opulence and comfort, did 
not originally paſs through Verona; but it is difficult to aſcertain whether the change 
was accidental or contrived by way of embelliſhing the city. It is however certain that, 
at no great diſtance from it, there is a large deep ditch which appears to have been the 
original bed of the river, as the bottom is flat, and covered with thick ſand, intermixed 
with round thin ſtones, called gallet, and large pieces of granite, quartz, &c. which are 
decompoſitions of the primitive mountains. There are few countries ſo rich in foſſils as 
the province of Verona; and moſt Naturaliſts know that it abounds with all ſorts of petri- 
factions, ſhells, &c. unknown in the European ſeas : I ſhall therefore not pretend to 
enlarge on that ſubject, as it would only be a repetition of what has already been 
mentioned by a variety of writers. a 

I wilL only add that the marbles are beautiful, and have the fineſt poliſh; and among 
them is what the Italians call Miſcbio di brentonico, le Giallo di Torri, beſides another 
ſpecies which nearly reſembles the Verde Antica, &c. 

Tuxkx is alſo, in the vicinity of Verona, a kind of clayey earth, of a greeniſh colour, 


called Terra Viridis Veronenſit, which is made uſe of by the artiſts in painting al freſco. 


Tt is found in ftrata nearly parallel, of four inches in thickneſs. This earth, which is 


pure ochre, contains ſmall particles of copper. | 
| Bains rather ſtraitened for time, I- could only judge from the ſpecimens I had ſeen 
that the ſpot contained objects worthy the obſervations of the mineralogiſt. 


I PURCHASED of two workmen that were there a couple of ætitæ, or eagle ſtones, of a 


deep red, three inches in diameter, and containing in the interior ſome grains of pure 


iron. They aſſured me that they had found them nearly where they were at work. 
They alſo gave me a variety of foſſils, which I have ſtill by me. 

Tuxkk are in the province of Verona a number of curious plants, not only in 
the vallies, but on the adjacent mountains, viz. La Veronica Petrea, La veronica 
Fuchſis, De Giovanni Pona, La Seſeli Fruteſcens, Erythronium Dens Canis, Ciſtus 


Italicus, Orobus Luteus, Le Polemonium Rubrum, L' Hyacentus Comoſus, Sinenaria 


(See 


. 
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(See the Deſcription of Monte Baldo by Giovanni Pona, a very ſcarce and, valuable 


book.) 
Tux Naturaliſt will find infinite ſatisfaction in rambling over thoſe mountains and 


vallies in ſearch of objects well worth his attention; but if he ſhould be ſtopped in 
his career by a ſtorm, which is frequent in that country, let him not fear to ſcek 
the aſylum of the humble and ruſtic cottager, as he will find that honeſt claſs of 
people poſſeſſing as great a ſhare of urbanity, gaiety, and hoſpitality, as the inhabi- 
tants of the vallies of Switzerland and Savoy. 


SECTION 
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DEPARTURE FROM VERONA — BARRIER OF THE COUNTY OF TYROL, NEAR ROCCA 
PIA — DESCRIPTION OF THE VALLEY OF TRENT AND MOUNT 


BALDO — ARRIVAL AT TRENT. 


Huavixe lengthened my ſtay at Verona as long as it was in my power, I quitted it, 
perfectly fatisfied with what I had ſeen; though fully convinced that the charming ſpot 
required not only more time properly to inveſtigate its beauties, but alſo the obſervations of 
a Naturaliſt more verſed in the ſtudy of the three kingdoms of nature. After croſſing the 
river Adige, or Atheſis, near the gates of Verona, I purſued my route northward, leaving 


on the right the road to Vicenza, and on the left that to Lombardy. The valley, which 


one enters directly on paſſing the river, is almoſt every where a level, except a. few high 


grounds ſcattered here and there, which ſeem to announce the approach of the Tridentine 
Alps. The road continues much the ſame till one gets near the village of Sellimo, where 
the valley becomes contracted, and offers to the eye ſeveral romantic and pictureſque ſcenes. 

Havins left the city of Verona at a very early hour, the ſun had ſcarcely tinged with 
his golden beams the ſummits of the mounts Baldo and Leſſini; the valley, which ſeparated 
them, enjoying all the freſhneſs and beauty of a fine ſpring morning. In croſſing it I 
felt that charming, undeſcribable calm, which ſo frequently precedes the appearauce of 
that grand luminary who cheers and enlivens every object. Sometimes I proceeded 
through beautiful meadows, enamelled with flowers; which, being ſtill covered with 
dew, greatly added to the beauty of the ſcene, as the reflection of the ſun-beams, 


darting through the craggy openings of the elevated mountains on the right, made 


them appear like brilliants of variegated colours. At other times I paſſed through 


extenſive corn- fields, where the golden ears, gently agitated by the morning zephyr, 


ſeemed to invite the hand of the reaper, in order to reward him tenfold for his paſt 
trouble and fatigue. 


Tuis enchanting ſcene. received an additional charm from the melody of the aerial 


ſongſters, ſtraining their little throats, as if to vie with each other, in their homage 


of thankſgiving to the viſible Author of Life and Vegetation. 
Taz Adige alſo, joining its gentle murmurs to their charming ſtrains, meandered 


Ty calmly through tufts of - olive-trees and poplars, quitting with ſeeming _ regret this 
- delightful ſpot. - 2 92 
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Furr of admiration at the beauties with which I had been ſurrounded, I found 
myſelf as it were, imperceptibly, in the midſt of the firſt chain of the Tridentine 
Alps. When arrived at the important fort of Chiuſa, the ſcene changed totally, and 
beauties of a different nature preſented themſelves to the eye: for, inſtead of rich and 

fertile meadows, intermixed with charming and extenſive foreſts of olive-trees, &c. huge 
and tremendous rocks ſeem to ſurround one. 

Trzir ſummits were covered with firs, loſing themſelves in the clouds, and ſpreading 
their dark mantle athwart the view, whilſt their baſe, compoſed of enormous maſſes of 
ſtone, hung ſhelving over the road, which is dug out of the ſteep fide of the rock. 

On the other fide is a precipice, at the bottom of which rolls the river Adige; which, 
at times, finding its courſe contracted in the narrow part of the valley, daſhes impetuouſly 
with a white foam againſt thoſe tremendous rocks. 

ALTHOUGH this fituation is both wild and barren, it contains many valuable plants, 
viz. the Echinops Sphaerocephalus, Plantago Alpina, Saponaria Vaccaria, Delphinum 
Peregrinum, Anthyllys Hermaniz, Dorcynio d'Alcunni, Myoſatis Capula or Cynogloſo 
Vulgare, Campanula Specula, or the Onſbrychis Ongarica of Carlo Cluſio, the Philomis 
Purpurea or Verbaſco Tertio of Mathioli, and the Chryſocoma Hinaſquis, &c. 

Tux mountains, which border the contracted part of the valley, are moſtly compoſed 
of calcareous ſtone, of a yellowiſh colour, the grain of which is particularly coarſe, 
containing a quantity of marine bodies, unknown in the European Seas ; viz. a variety 
of entrochæ, echiniti, belemniti, &c. 

I, NEVERTHELESS, perceived in various parts of the mountain (which is fituated on the 
left from Verona, and a continuation of mount Baldo) extenſive banks of marble, of a 
deep red, which ſeemed to compoſe the baſe of that mountain. | 

Thosk banks form an angle with the horizon, of nearly twenty-three degrees and a 
half, from Eaſt to Weſt, I was ſurpriſed at finding that they did not immediately 
efferveſce with acids, not being then able to account for it; but, before the concluſion 
of this work, I propoſe explaining in what manner I convinced myſelf that acids do not 
always ſerve to diſtinguiſh calcareous ſtones. 

Tux inferior ſtrata of the greateſt part of the mountain we have been deſcribing, 
which lie between the banks of marble, are of a finer grain : however, not finding the 
leaſt trace of marine productions, I was led to ſuppoſe it probable, that the mountain, 
as well as ſeveral of the ſecondary chains of the Alps, may have been formed at different 
times: a conjecture which is ſupported by many of our naturaliſts. It is, nevertheleſs, 

a ſubject of too great importance in the ſtudy of geology, to decide on, without very 
mature and exact obſervations. Many of the ancient naturaliſts of Italy, and among the 


reſt Giovanni Pona, aſſert, that near the fort of Chiuſa, the two mountains which 


cc at 


6 - , — ——  _ — =o 
\ „ 3235 — — — r r | „ . N * 
- = n — — — ä * 9 LI 6s 7 $ IS 5 Wa Oy * 
T7 — * * 3 N Y C = EIS * os AMS 5 'Y 8 = 8 * * - BELLE * 
F = 4 9 = _ l \ * = —— Lid = _— , 9 *w 9 o 
k - * p d 4 5 11 & # 4A 


f * 
[1 * 
- \ p L 
= * * 2 l l | 
— — — 8 - - N e = = = = 
—ä —— —— — —— D — — — — ——— — Dr OS ES IEC eee As Ie COTE — - 
— —— — — — a 
— = ———————— —— 
* you * 2 1 
. 
- 
- oy 
<A"; —— "Yo | . _ 4 g 
{+ - - E cf _— - ” I ＋ . ” - 
"FS. Tl o 1 poof emroy po 0 eyes 
OOaINwYs us ' a 4 
50 PONG 'TTE © wen sklvi KAOW we pus YE ul e 539d a | 
LY 
* 
l 
— 70 af Seeg 2 
d * — K we * _ 3% ; — we” — Af GE 
. . 3 * « 1 * | p r . — —— 2 — : —_———— — — — — 
£ * 1 | As . 0 4 Pr e — * 3 — r 4 N wow” : 
— >, of f 35. bd 2 Lge __ 
| * — , , a nme 
a, 2 p Bl RTF = - a — T — _ *Y nn coped N 
n — * 2 PS * 4 l 
7 2 _ . 4 ky 4 DS ——— * 4 — —— ods _ as 1 
© 9 = | „ ———— — F = —. f 
7 __—, gar. be _ Prey -” © * = EY = * — w 
4 „rere „ _ * ens We —þ———— a neon ws acres — 
ers — — == xo 
4 — — — 1211 ann. II 1 3 pf ph — — A —_— \ b — 
Ay 7 a » 4 3 A4 go — TT n 7 . 5 ' | i | & 
9 } Y _ * . autre wh e240 —— —— n . : 4 . "#440 mn Þ ESD - ; 
* = 
- 
TC * L * Sy 
——_—_— 82 , 5 
wh 1 , "= : F 
* 2 k 
„* 
* 2 
* 
* 
* 
* 
"F 
£ b 
— 
1 4 
C 
2 K 
1 
* 
* 
* 
2 ; 
12 | 
. 
3 Ta: * 
g — hs. 
4 2 * W ws 
* _— - 7 p * 
_ 
: \ 
* * 1 
D.. 7 N 2 
" 3 7 . = 
* - +50. _ - , a n 2 
„ «= 
| 8 l IM 
J. OY ' mn 
* I = 
1 * 
2 
7 
f 
* 
* . B 
1 © 
* 
3 
< tw 
bas 
7 * 
* 
» 
% 


n 


2 41 TEES 


„ 


THE RHETIAN ALPS. 27 


te at preſent form a kind of canal to the Adige, united formerly, at an immenſe height; 
„ ſo that the river being pent up within cloſe rocky banks, and the channel being 
c ſteep, the water precipitated itſelf from the ſummit of thoſe mountains, forming a 
* large water-fall.” He alſo adds, that, the courſe of the river being thus ſtopped, 
e the waters had naturally formed an extenſive lake in the valley of Lagarina.” His 
aſſertion is very probable, as every appearance indicates that the paſs of Chiuſa is as 


much indebted to art as nature. 


Tux relative height of the different ſtrata, as alſo the paralleliſm in their inclination, 


clearly ſeen on the fides of the two lateral mountains, which ſerve as limits to the 
Adige, appear to corroborate what that writer ſuppoſes to have been the caſe ; for, 
if one obſerves attentively the ſcarps of the greateſt part of thoſe mountains which are 
turned towards the valley, they will be found furrowed, forming ſeveral parallel excava- 
tions in the rock, greatly reſembling the northern fade of mount Saleve in Savoy; 
which ſeems to prove that the waters retired reluctantly from thoſe mountains. 

Tux paſſage of the Adige, at the fort of Chiuſa, is very like that of the Rhone 


between the extremity of mounts Jura and Vouache, below the fort of Cluſe. Thoſe 
places have likewiſe a fimilarity in their names, the word Chiuſa implying a door or 


narrow paſſage; a term generally made uſe of by the inhabitants of the Alps and Pyre- 


nees, when ſpeaking of defiles, 

Tux fort of Chiuſa is ſituated on the edge of a high rock, which commands the road, 
is nearly perpendicular to it, and a continuation of mount Valergue. It ſerves as a 
barrier to the defile; and the Venetians, to whom it belongs, keep a ſmall garriſon, in 
order to protect it. They have alſo ſtrengthened with a wall and parapet, the finuations 
or windings of the rock, which extend to the bottom of the mountain, and are there 
terminated by a large ſquare tower, where a few invalids are ſtationed to collect the 
duty on all merchandiſe imported into the ſtates of the republic. This ſpot is as wild 
and barren, as the valley I ſpoke of with ſo much pleaſure is rural and well cultivated. 
The paſs of Chiuſa is even dangerous in the night, being infeſted by a number of rob- 


bers, who are frequently lurking on the frontiers, in hopes of conſiderable booty, by 


- plundering the unſuſpecting traveller. At a ſmall diſtance from the Fort, the valley 


widens inſenſibly; and the firſt village on that road is called Peri, which is ſmall, 
conſiſting only of a few houſes. Thence one proceeds to Offenigo, the laſt village 
leading towards Tyrol, belonging to the ſtates of Venice ; for, in the vicinity of that 
village is a ſmall wooden croſs, which ſerves to mark the boundaries of the two 
ſovereignties of Verona and Trent, or, perhaps more properly, the limits of the county 
of Tyrol; as the four Vicariati, ſituated in the valley of Lagarina, and on the road to 


Reveredo, certainly form part of the biſhopric of Trent : but the Houſe of Auſtria 
| having 
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having reſerved the territorial ſuperiority over the Counts of Caſtlebark, who at preſent 
poſſeſs them as a feodal tenure from the emperor ; that ſmall province may be faid to 
belong to the county of Tyrol. 

Tuosk Vicariati include four large boroughs, viz. Ala, Mori, Avio, and Brentonico ; 
but before I quit the Veroneſe, I muſt not omit ſpeaking of mount Baldo, which is 
famous for its ſimples, and the tempeſtuous lake of Garda, or Lacus Benacus, whoſe 
waves Virgil juſtly compares to thoſe of the ſea. Its direction is nearly from north to 
ſouth ; offering moſt enchanting and pictureſque views, preferable, if poſſible, to thoſe 
of the lake of Geneva: but, to do them juſtice, and to deſcribe them with the elegance 
and advantage they deſerve, one ought not only to poſſeſs the talents, but the pens of 
the philoſophic naturaliſts of Geneva.“ | | 

Taz banks of the lake are irregular, and its ſhores much indented, which greatly 
adds to the romantic view, for the waters are frequently ſeen forming a variety of creeks 
and bays, in the midſt, as it were, of extenſive and well-cultivated meadows, whoſe ſides 
are embelliſhed with various ſorts of trees; further up the lake the ſcene ſhifts, and 


the land is ſeen extending itſelf in the water, which, at a diſtance, has the appearance of 


ſo many enchanted peninſulas, or iflands of different forms and dimenfiovus. Its length 


is thirty-five Italian miles, and its width fifteen, A number of ſmall commercial cities, 
boroughs, and villages are ſituated on its banks. The inhabitants, who are active and 
induſtrious, enjoy all that eaſe, comfort, and cleanlineſs (fo ſeldom ſeen in the plains of 
Italy), which muſt be entirely attributed to their trade and habits of induſtry, There are 
alſo a variety of manufactories. 

Tun principal cities which border the lake, are, Torgole (belonging to the biſhopric of 
Trent), Maſſena, Tori, and Garda (from which the lake takes its name). It is ſup- 
poſed that Adelaide, wife to the Emperor Lothaire the Second, king of Italy, and 
daughter to Rodolphus, king of Burgundy, was, in 949, confined in that city by the 


cruel Berenger the Second, uſurper of the crown of Italy. 


Tuis unfortunate princeſs, finding means to elude the vigilance of her keepers, effected 
her eſcape in the dead of night; but, having miſtaken her way, ſhe fell into a large piece 
of water, where ſhe remained four and twenty hours (for fear of being diſcovered) 
nearly exhauſted by hunger and cold ; ſhe, at laſt, alone and unaſſiſted, extricated herſelf, 
and took refuge in the fortreſs of Canoze, whence the folicited the aſſiſtance of the 


Emperor Otho the Firſt, who, having avenged her wrongs, and delivered her from her 


perſecutor, married her in 951, and took her to Pavia, where her virtues and accom- 


pliſhments not only gained the affection of her huſband, but the admiration of every one. 


It is eaſy to conjecture that I mean Meſſts, Bonnet and Sauſure- 


To 
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To the poor and the oppreſſed ſhe was a kind and benevolent benefactreſs; but a ſworn 
enemy to hypocriſy and deceit. 

Taz other cities in the vicinity of the lake, are, Laciſe, Defenzano, and Peſchiera 
which is ſituated at the ſouthern extremity of it and on the river Mincio, whoſe waters 
iſſue from the lake, in the ſame manner as thoſe of the Rhone at Geneva iſſue from lake 
Leman. 

Tun peninſula of Sermione, which is illuſtrious for having given birth to the poet 
Catullus, deſerves the obſervations of the Naturaliſt, as there are ſeveral ſulphureous 
mineral ſprings contiguous to the lake. The cities of Alo, Gargnano, and Pſarol, are 
famous for their manufactories of cloth, wool, and ſtuff. 

I $HaALL wave the deſcription of a variety of iron founderies, where ſeveral articles are 
fabricated for exportation; as, alſo, a number of mills and preſſing-houſes, made uſe of 
for extracting the oil of olives, &c. | 

Tun lake Garda is well provided with fiſh, and, by thoſe means, affords a maintenance 


to the poorer inhabitants, who get their living by fiſhing. 


Tux hills, which nearly ſurround this vaſt expanſe of water, are merely ſmall roots of 


thoſe high and tremendous mountains which ſerve as its eaſtern, weſtern, and northern 
boundaries; but they are bleſſed with ſuch an union of different and various productions 
as belong to few other regions; for thoſe, towards the ſouth, are covered with orange, 
lemon, and olive-trees, intermired with all kinds of delicious fruit trees, and ornament- 
ed with the leafy branches of the vine. The myrtle, which is as common as at Nice, 
is planted by the inhabitants to divide their territorial poſſeſſions. The northern hills 
are enriched with trees of a different ſpecies, though not leſs uſeful, viz. the beech, 
the aſh, green oak, and common oak, which are moſt of them excellent timber for build- 
ing of ſhips : there are alſo firs and larch-trees, of a conſiderable height and bulk, which 
adorn the moſt elevated ſummits near the lake. 

Tus higheſt chain of mountains towards the eaſt conſiſts of the mounts Albare, 
Gambon, Poſſete, and N ago, which is ſtill a continuation of Mount Baldo, or Alpi di 
Monte Baldo. There are ſeveral large banks of marble found in them, but the red is pre- 
dominant. Thoſe mountains are compoſed of calcareous ſtone, containing a quantity of 
impreſſions of marine productions; I ſhall not however attempt a deſcription of them, 
not having had ſufficient time to make any obſervations worth notice. | 

Towarps the weſt are the mounts Lignano, Pinedo, Puria, Darzo, and the elevated 
Peak of Mount Cretagna, which is nearly oppoſite to that of Nargo ; the two laſt are 
| ſituated in the biſhopric of Trent. 

I zzcervED ſuch pleaſing accounts of mount Albare, and of the charming and extenſive 
views which are thence conſpicuous, the eye being able not only to diſcern the Adriatic ſea 

H but 


r — 
— = Lad. 


4 


— —„— 


— — — — Iv — — 


—— —ññ——¶ęg¶-òõc313113᷑k 8 — 


— 
8 


. wan. — 


"US r 
py 


of tolerably good wine. 


o © ALT W 98 * _ = 
Ss * \ = Crs — 9 j * = N n =_ 1 
At —— = = = = _ by in = = = l = _ \ = Ul l RF SLES x = = \ 
N 4 0 v —_— VA CCR” IR — 
> LS _ =.) TY - = +4 


30 TRAVELS THROUGH 


but even Venice, with the cities of Padua, Vicenza, Verona, and the greateſt part of the 
Mantuan country; that, had my time permitted, I could have wiſhed to have tranſported 
myſelf thither, in order to enjoy ſuch beautiful ſcenery; as alſo to have explored the 
mount, and taken its elevation, having with me a barometer conſtructed according to Mr. 
De Luc's principles, in his ingenious work entitled © Recherches ſur les Modifications 
de l' Atmoſphere. I ſhould at the fame time have added to my collection of plants 
the Trifolium Alpinum, mentioned by Giovanni Pona; as alſo the Ocymoides Muſcoſus, 
Geranium Alpinum, Longuis Radicatum, &c.: but, being under the neceſſity of conti- 
nuing my route, I was forced to content myſelf with the information which had been 
given me. | 

I wouLD adviſe the Naturaliſt and the inquiſitive Traveller not to omit viſiting the lake 
of Garda and its environs; as that extenſive and beautiful piece of water, with its adjacent 
country, forms one of the moſt pictureſque and enchanting ſcenes I ever beheld. 

To thoſe who are deſirous of viewing what will ſo amply repay their time and trouble, 
I would recommend from Verona the road to Paſchiera, which is ſituated at the ſouthern 
extremity of the lake; but, on coming from Germany, the high road to Italy muſt be 
left near Roveredo; and, after croſſing the Adige, travellers ſhould proceed to Torbole, 
a ſmall town, twelve miles Efigat from that city, ſituated towards the north. 

Tux Sarca is the moſt conſiderable river which falls into the lake. It deſcends with 
remarkable rapidity from the great Glaciers, which are nearly fix miles in extent from 
north to ſouth : they not only ſurround the mounts Bedole, but even reach the lofty 
ſummit of Vederette di Lares, 

Tuts river, after croſſing the vallies of Rendena and Arco, runs into the Garda, 
between the charming city of Riva and Torbole. 

I wit. now finiſh my deſcription of mount Baldo and lake Garda, fearing that I have 
already by this digreſſion treſpaſſed too much on the patience of my reader, and will 


therefore proceed on my route from the ſmall wooden croſs near Offenigo, the laſt 


village belonging to the ſtate of Venice. 


Soon. after paſſing the limits already mentioned, one enters the biſhopric of Trent, 
near Rocca-Pia, where ſome Auſtrian ſoldiers are ſtationed to guard the defile, prevent 
ſmuggling, and protect the traveller from a banditti which ſometimes infeſt that road. 

Tux firſt place, of any conſequence in the biſhopric, is Ala, a poſt-town, diſtant 
one hundred and five miles from Venice, well built and extenſive. It is ſeated on the 
river whence it takes its name, which runs into the Adige, after croſling the fertile 
valley of Ronchi. There is alſo at Ala a manufacture of velvet, much eſteemed in 
Germany. The country is well cultivated, and covered with a variety of fruit and 


olive-trees, which ſerve to ſupport the vines, in great abundance here, and productive 


From 
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From Ala to Roveredo (which is the ſecond poſt-town after quitting the ſtates of 
the Republic) the road is particularly pleaſant, and follows nearly the courſe of the 
Adige, paſling ſeveral ſmall hamlets fituated on the declivity of the mounts Perabio 
and Zaina, 

Tux valley of Lagarina continues widening till near the caſtle of Seravale; the coun- 
try, which is watered by the Adige, and ſeveral other ſmall rivers, is fertile, romantic, 
and well inhabited; the mulberry tree in particular is remarkable for its ſize; the ſcene 
changes, as the road draws near to the village of Chizola, fituated at the entrance of 
a long narrow plain, at the foot of the mounts Marco, Tovo, and Pra. The country then 
becomes deſolate, wild, and barren, there being only a few tufts of yews and firs, 
which make their appearance from between large pieces of looſe rocks that nearly fill 
the plain and contract the road, offering a melancholy picture to the ſpeculative 
traveller. Thoſe ruins are the effects of the fall of the mounts Marco and Tovo; 
this deſolate ſpot, which is called Slavini de Marco, or, very improperly, the wood of 
Roveredo, is as dangerous in the night, as the paſs of Chiuſa. 

IT is, however, probable, that a wood or foreſt may have exiſted prior to the over- 
throw of theſe mountains, which might be totally deſtroyed by the violent concuſ- 
ſion. I endeavoured to gain ſome information as to the time it had happened ; but 
without ſucceſs, as they aſſured me that it was ſcarcely a century ago, which does not by 
any means appear probable, as ivy, in maſſes uncommonly large, has taken poſſeſſion 
of moſt of the ſtones, and even ſhrubs ſeemed to have taken root, which convinced 
me the event muſt have been at a more remote period. 

Trose rocks are calcareous, of the ſpecies Wallerius terms “ Calcareus Scintillans 
griſeus, without any petrifactions of marine ſubſtances, at leaſt I did not find any. 

RovkRE Do, which is a ſmall town in the biſhopric of Trent, and diſtant from Ala 
ſeven Italian miles, is well built, has a caſtle that commands the town, ſurrounded 
by fortifications: it is alſo the capital of the diſtrict whence it takes its name, 
which comprehends the vallies of Valarz, Teragnal, and Tranbelen. The inhabitants 
ſpeak German. One begins at Roveredo to diſtinguiſh ſome little difference, both 
morally and phyſically, between the people of this country and the Veroneſe; for 
although they do not inhabit ſo rich and cultivated a ſoil, owing to the country's being 
mountainous, yet they are ſtronger, more active, and more opulent. The town is governed 
by a chief magiſtrate or poteſta, who is nominated by the biſhop of Trent. It is 
commercial, having ſeveral manufactories, and one in particular of ſilk, which is much 
admired. Its fituation is delightful ; it is watered by the Lena, which loſes itſelf in the 
Adige at a ſmall diſtance from the town, where ſeveral vallies meet, and form a ſpacious 


well-cultivated plain, nearly circular. 
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Tux fertility of the ſoil, and the wholeſome comfortable appearance of its inhabi- 
tants, ſoon make one forget the barren and deſolate Slavini di Marco. 

From Roveredo, one continues on the banks of the Adige, till one gets to the foot 
of Caſtello della Pietra, ſituated on a rock, which is a continuation of the mount of 
the ſame name. 'Thence one proceeds to the village Caliano, ſeated on the river 
Gola; leaving on the right, the caſtle of Beſeno, memorable for being the ſpot where 
the Venetians were defeated by the Tyroleſe in 1487, when they attempted to retake 
the four vicariati which originally belonged 'to them. 

Taz Count of Trapp is the ſeigneur or lord of the manor of Beſeno; but there is an 
Auſtrian garriſon kept in the caſtle, 

Soon after quitting Caliano, the country becomes mountainous, and the valley con- 
tracts, forming ſeveral projecting and injecting angles, which, checking the courſe of 
the Adige, make it meander here and there, and form an appearance reſembling many 
ſmall iſlands, ſo as to add greatly to the variety of the ſcene. On the right hand of 
the road from Caliano is the mount Scanupia, which is ſteep, and partly compoſed of a 
grey calcarcous ſtone, although near its baſe, towards the eaſt, are ſtrata of red ſchiſtz, 
which efferveſce with acids, and contain the impreſſion of plants reſembling fern. 

Taz mountains on the left are not ſo ſteep: the moſt conſiderable are Bondon, 
Laſino, and Cornato; I was informed that in the environs of the valley Cavedine 
(fituated at the foot of thoſe mountains), there were ſtill exiſting ſeveral extinguiſhed 
volcanos ; but as I did not ſee them, IT will not affirm it as a certainty. The valley 
widens, as one approaches the city of 'Trent, forming a beautiful and fertile plain, watered 
partly by the river Ferſina, which deſcends from the valley of Canezo, as alſo by the 
Adige, which crofles it from north to ſouth. 

Txoss two rivers, which fertilize that part of the country, at times cauſe vaſt devaſta- 
tions; owing to the inundations occaſioned by the melting of the ſnow on the primor- 
dial chain of theſe Alps, whence the torrent ruſhes with great impetuoſity, carrying 
with it a prodigious quantity of ſtones, ſand, and ſlate, which cover the country as 
the torrent paſſes, and effectually ſtop, for a number of years, every ſpecies of vegetation. 

Taz inhabitants, knowing partly the ſeaſon when they are to expect this cataſtrophe, 
endeavour, by raiſing banks, to ſhelter themſeles from approaching deſtruction. 

I $HALL reſerve a deſcription of the city of Trent, its origin and form of government, 


for the following ſection. 
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SECTION IV. 


REMARKS ON THE ORIGIN AND FORM OF GOVERNMENT OF THE BISHOPRIC OF TRENT — 
DEPARTURE FROM THAT CITY — DESCRIPTION OF ITS ENVIRONS — GENERAL 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE SECONDARY CHAIN OF THE ALPS, 

CONNECTED WITH THE ROUTE FROM TRENT 


TO BOTZEN — ARRIVAL AT BOTZEN. 


Th E city of Trent, which is the capital of that biſhopric, is alſo the reſidence of its 
Prince and Biſhop. Strabo and Ptolemæus, but particularly the latter, in his third book 
on geography, ſpeak of that city, by the name of Tridentum ; dating its origin at 
a very early period, ſuppoſing it nearly as ancient as Rome, and founded by a Tuſcan 
Prince, whoſe name is unknown. 

IT 1s certain that the province of Trent formerly made part of the country of Etruria, 
whoſe inhahitants were called by the Greeks Tyrrheni, or Pelaſgi, and by the Romans 
Tuſci, or Etruſci ; but as each Etrurian province, according to Livy and Pliny, bore a 
particular name, the inhabitants of the Trentine country were called Rhæti, which 
included the chain of Alps, from which flows the river Adige, or Atheſis. At the 
time of the decline of the Etruſci, the city of Tridentum was beſieged by the Cenomani, 
a courageous and valiant people, inhabitants of the Ciſalpine Alps, ſituated to the weſt 
of lake Benacus. After a long and tedious fiege they became maſters of it; and, having 
improved and ſtrengthened it conſiderably, they made it one of their principal cities: 
but theſe people being, in their turn, conquered by the Romans, that city, as well as the 
remainder of the Rhætian country, fell under their dominion ; although its inhabitants 
were not entirely ſubdued till twelve years before the Chriſtian era. | 

Tnosk warlike and blood-thirſty people having committed ſeveral acts of horror and 
cruelty in the Ciſalpine Alps, Druſus, ſon of Tiberius Nero and Livia, marched a 
conſiderable army againſt them, and partly defeated them in the plains of Lombardy. 
He then purſued them to the foot of their mountains, where his brother Tiberius 


; terminated the conqueſt, ſubduing them entirely by famine. | 
Simon the fall of the Roman empire the city of Trent, or Tridentum, belonged 
ſucceſſively to the Huns, the Goths, and the Lombards ; as alſo to the Emperors of the 
weſt; but, in conſequence of ſeveral revolutions which happened in that empire, it 


became the property of the houſe of Bavaria, and afterwards an imperial city: at 
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laſt, the Emperor Conrade, ſurnamed SAL IDE, made a gift of it, in 1027, to its biſhop, 
with its territorial poſſeſſions ; which was again confirmed, in 1155, by the Emperors 
Frederick the Firſt and Second. 

Sieg that epoch the city of Trent has been under the juriſdiction of its biſhops, 
who take the title of Prince; although the counts of Tyrol have reſerved the right of 
Prefecture over the biſhopric, which is ſtill under their protection. They have alſo 
the privilege of appointing a governor, during a vacancy in the epiſcopal ſee. 

Tur houſe of Auſtria, having been in poſſeſſion of the county of Tyrol ſince the 
year 1369, enjoys all the privileges abovementioned. In 1363, Biſhop Albert, with the 
conſent, and by the advice, of the Chapter, iſſued a decree in behalf of Duke Rodolphus, by 
which he joined his biſhopric for ever to the county of Tyrol, agreeing to ſhare in all the 
expences that might be neceſſary for the ſafety of the ſtate ; granting alſo free acceſs to 
his troops, into all the cities, caſtles, and fortreſſes of his dominions. This offer was 
accepted by the Dukes Albert, Frederick, and Sigiſmund; and afterwards by the 
Emperor Maximilian the Firft and Ferdinand the Firſt. | 

AzourT the year 1511, it was agreed between the Archduke of Auſtria and the Biſhop 
of Trent, that the latter ſhould ſend deputies to the diet of Tyrol; and that he ſhould 
not only participate in their deliberations, but join in defraying the neceſſary expences 
incurred in maintaining the proſperity and ſafety of the State; but, at the ſame time, 
the Archduke promiſed, as Sovereign of T yrol, partly to reimburſe the biſhopric for all 
extra charges relating to the empire. This treaty was again ratified, in x 548, at the 
diet of Augſburg. 

Tux Biſhop of Trent, being a Prince of the empire, has conſequently a vote and ſeat 
in that quality, at the Diet of Ratiſbon, &c. He is elected for life by the Chapter, 
which conſiſts of eighteen canons and prebendaries of the moſt ancient nobility of the 
country, who have alſo a ſeat in the aſſemblies of Tyrol. 

TAE Aulic Council of that Prince is compoſed of eccleſiaſtics and laymen. 

Tus hereditary places belong to certain diſtinguiſhed families: that of Grand Marſhal 
(which is conſidered as the firſt) belongs to the houſe of Firmians ; that of High 
Chamberlain, to the Counts of Darzo; that of Cup-bearer, to the family of Thun; and 
that of Seneſchal or Head-bailiff, to the Barons Prato. 

Tus territory attached to the biſhopric is extenſive, being nearly eighty miles from 
caſt to weſt, and ſixty from north to ſouth. It contains ſeveral cities, and a number of 
villages ; it is well inhabited, and the country is both fertile and cultivated. Its inhabitants, 
whoſe honeſty and fimplicity are generally marked on their countenances, are particularly 
mild and affable; ſo that, were one to judge of their form of government from their 


apparent happineſs and induſtry, one ſhould not heſitate to pronounce it one of the 
beſt ; 
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beſt ; for the people, although unadorned, and but indifferently inſtructed, yet, being 
endowed with ſo much virtuous ſimplicity, they are objects to be contemplated with pleaſure, 
Their taxes are moderate, and arbitrary power is ſeldom exerciſed. The language is 
either German or Italian; but thoſe who are ſituated to the weſt of the Adige, and 
north of Trent, in general, ſpeak German. That city cannot boaſt of many curioſities, 
yet there are ſome few churches worth notice; the columns, pediments, &c. of which 
are highly finiſhed in various ſorts of beautiful marble, of the country; they alſo contain 
ſeveral valuable paintings of the firſt maſters. The capital houſes belonging to the 
nobility ought not to paſs unnoticed, the architecture is good, and they are finiſhed with 
taſte ; but, in general, their manſions are as ſimple as their manners, and remarkably 
neat. The ſtreets are tolerably wide, and regular. The city is not fortified, having 
only a ſingle wall ſurrounding it, commanded by an old ruinous caſtle, where a few 
invalids are ſtationed. 

Taz Biſhop's palace is a Gothic building; it is ſpacious, and merits the attention of 
the traveller: it contains ſeveral beautiful paintings in freſco. The church of Santa 
Maria Majore ought alſo to be ſeen, where the famous Council of Trent was held, the 
fifteenth of December 1545, and laſted till x 563. It was convened by the Emperor 
Charles V. and Pope Paul III. in order to refute the doctrine of Luther, and F the 
licentiouſneſs and corruption which had crept in among the clergy and laity; but it had 
not the deſired effect, owing to the diſſenſions among the heads of the council, and the 
wars which at that time diſtracted Europe. | 

Ir was convoked three times in the ſpace of eighteen years, and during the reign of 
five different Popes, viz. Paul III. Julius III. Marcellus III. Paul IV. and Pius IV. 
(For further information ſee L'Hiſtoire du Concil de Trente, by Pierre Soave Polani, or 
Fra Paoli.) 

In the ſame church is a large picture, deſcriptive of the event, with the members, &c. 
as aſſembled in council. 

Tux Adige, which croſſes the city, and over which is built a curious wooden bridge, 
one hundred and fixty-three feet long, not only gives it a commercial appearance, but 
adds greatly to the wholeſomeneſs of the place; for, although it is fituated in the centre 
of a ſmall plain, ſurrounded by elevated mountains, the air is reckoned ſalubrious; 
which muſt be attributed in a great meaſure to that and its proximity to the Alps, 

Tux heat is exceſſive in ſummer ; but, owing to the great Tridentine Glaciers, which 
are at no great diſtance, they enjoy, morning and evening, a refreſhing breeze. - From 
the ſame cauſe their winters are ſevere (although in latitude 46), which is common to 


all places fituated near the baſe of that extenſive range of mountains, 
Mos r 
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MosT of the fiouſes are built of a coarſe reddiſh marble, called by Wallerjus 


Marmor variegatum rubrum, and cut out of a quarry near the city. The banks of 
marble are particularly thick, and appear to extend below the ſoil, forming an angle of 


nearly twenty-two degrees and a half. 


I Have made a general obſervation, that, in the quarries from Chiuſa to Trent, as 
alſo wherever the baſe of the mountains is ſufficiently bare, one may depend on 
finding banks of marble which vary in colour, but very little as to their inclination, 
ſeldom . exceeding five degrees. The grain is partly every where the ſame, without the 
leaſt appearance of marine ſubſtances ; and thoſe marbles ſcarcely efferveſce with acids. 

IT is widely different with the calcareous beds of ſtone, and ſchiſti, which lie 
above thoſe of marble; for the calcareous ſtone frequently, after having been for ſome 
time parallel with its baſe, will at once form an angle of thirty-ſix degrees, as if the 
mountain had ſuddenly given way, and ſunk in that part, owing to ſome ſubterraneous 
commotion. As for the ſtrata of ſchiſti, they are, in ſome places, nearly perpendicular; 
and they both, in general, contain a quantity of marine bodies, with impreſſions and 
fragments of ſhells and plants. 

ALTHoucn I was determined, at the beginning of my work, merely to ſtate occurrences 
as they happened, without giving a decided opinion upon any particular object; yet I 
cannot help, in this inſtance, deviating from my original plan; as every thing ſeems to 
prove that the greateſt part of our continents and ſecondary mountains have been un- 
queſtionably formed at different times from the ſediment of the waters of the ſea, which 
have more than once covered them. 

Taz fituation of Trent is extremely rural, being built on a peninſula, formed by the 
Adige and the river Ferzina, as I mentioned in the preceding ſection. 

In a weſtern direction from that city is ſeen the lofty ſummit of mount Vaſon, whoſe 
baſe is entirely concealed by the fertile hill of Doſtrent, or Dorſum Tridentum, where 
it is ſuppoſed a temple, dedicated to Neptune, formerly ſtood, There are alſo the 
1 of a caſtle, which was built by the Lombards. Towards the eaſt are the 

mounts Celva and Terra Roſſa; the latter takes its name from the colour of the ſoil, 
which is l mixture of red potter's earth, or ochre, containing a quantity of iron called 
by Monſieur de Bomare humus rubra. . 

Taz extenſion of mount Pine is viſible towards the north; where there are conſiderable 
beds of ſchiſti of different ſpecies, containing either iron or lead. They have even 


begun to work one of the mines, and found it anſwer their expectations. I procured, at 


the inn where I lodged, two beautiful chryſtalizations of ſelenitæ, or moon ſtone, which 


had been taken out of that mountain, from among the ſtrata of ſchiſti. 
Or 


3 
_ Ip 
\ A 


of mon. Mc - 
__— 1 * = 


THE RHEATIAN ALPS. 37 


O quitting Trent we leave the road to Venice, through the province of Trevigiano, 
to the right, which is much ſhorter than the one we have been deſcribing, as they only 
reckon ſeventy-ſeven miles from thence to that capital, and one hundred and twenty- 
four by the way of Verona; but the road is neither ſo good nor ſo pleaſant. The {mall 
plain, at the entrance ot which is fituated the city of Trent, is ornamented by a 
number of hamlets and beautiful villas. The ſoil is well cultivated, and produces a 
variety of excellent fruit trees, &c. It is alſo ſurrounded by a range of hills covered 
with vines, which appear as the firſt regular gradation towards that high and tremendous 
chain of the Alps, that riſe from the back ground, and enrich confiderably the ſcene, 
by encreaſing the pleaſure which ſo beautiful and pictureſque a ſpot naturally inſpires. 
From thence we proceeded to the town of Lavis, ſeated at the northern extremity of the 
plain, one mile from the Adige, and on the banks of the torrent Aviſio, which ruſhes 
with great rapidity from a Glacier ſituated between two remarkably ſteep mountains, 
called Yedretta di Marmolata & Campo della Salva, in the Belluneſe province. 

Ir is proper to obſerve, that the higheſt mountains ſouth of the Great Brenner are 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of Vedretta, and thoſe on the north by that of Spitz. 

Tux torrent Aviſio croſſes the extenſive vallies of Faſſa and Fieme, or Vallis Flemarum, 
which are more than twenty miles in extent, fertile, and well inhabited. The people 
carry on an extenſive trade in cattle and wood with the Italians, which accounts for the pre- 
ference they give to their language, as they ſpeak it more fluently than the German. 

CavaLezz is the principal town of thoſe vallies, extenſive, and well ſituated. The 
torrent, which ruſhes impetuouſly, carries with it vaſt quantities of ſtone, gravel, &c. 
of various ſizes; and was formerly the cauſe of devaſtations in the vicinity of Lavis ; 
but the inhabitants of that town, jointly with thoſe of Trent, cauſed a dike to be 
made in that part where the torrent appeared moſt formidable and dangerous; and it 
had the deſired effect. The work is executed in ſtone, and does great credit to thoſe 
concerned in it. 

Ox quitting the town of Lavis the mountain Corona contracts the valley; but it ſoon 
after widens and forms a plain, by no means inferior to that of Trent, either in fertility 
or population. ON 

Taz people of that country give up their time entirely to agriculture, and are, of 
courſe, very induſtrious. : 

Tux v experience, during the ſummer, ſuch a ſucceſſion of dry weather, that the 
produce of their land would be entirely deſtroyed, had not ſeveral of the moſt opulent 


inhabitants, prompted by a deſire of promoting public good, erected, at their own 


expence, a number of machines on the banks of the Adige, in order to raiſe the water 


from the river, and conduct it over the land in the following manner: 
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Trosz machines are thus conſtrued —A wheel, nearly twenty feet in diameter, is 
provided with wooden buckets. Theſe, filling as the wheel turns round, empty them- 
ſelves into a conduit, which conveys the water over the land by furrows cut in the 
ground. The wheel is ſupported by a treſſel, which riſes or falls according to the depth 
of the river. The invention is ſo perfectly ſimple, and at the ſame time of ſuch great 
utility, that it is to be lamented it ſhould not be known in thoſe countries where want 
of water occaſions a total loſs of their crops of hay, &c. 

ST. Michal, which is a poſt-town, may be looked upon as a key to the valley, or 
plain, we have been deſcribing, diſtant from Trent near eight Italian miles. It has 
nothing to recommend it except its ſituation, which is delightful, being ſeated at the 
confluence of two capital rivers, -viz. the Adige and the Nos: this laſt waters the 
extenſive vallies of Non and Sole. 

Tus valley of Non, or Anania, is fertile, and well inhabited; but by no means 
extenſive : yet it contains a number of caſtles, villages, and hamlets, and is reſorted to in 
the ſummer by moſt of the principal families of Trent and its environs. Its direction is from 
ſouth-weſt to north-weſt. That of Sole is much larger, and extends from eaſt to weſt, 
The air is alſo more keen than that of Non, owing to its being more elevated, and 


ſurrounded by Glaciers, which are in a north-weſt direction. The moſt conſiderable are 


thoſe of Kluſten Farner and Zufall Farner (for, in the Tyrol, all Glaciers are known 


by the name of Farner). Having converſed with ſeveral of the peaſants who were 
huntſmen, they aſſured me that they were more than twenty miles in length. 

OyyrosiTz to St. Michael is mount Corno, which is remarkably ſteep, and a continua- 
tion of a range of mountains that deſcend from the high Alps, called Mendola, extending 
from north to ſouth. . At the foot of mount Corno is a rugged hill, compoſed of a kind 
of compound ſtone, which Wallerius terms Cos particulis Minimis Glareofis, Mollis, 
Cædua, Eſp. 76. 

In the front of the hill is an extenſive cavity, in which is conſtructed a ſmall hermitage, 
called St. Gotha. Although the road is difficult of acceſs, yet it merits the attention of 
travellers, from its ſingularity, and elevated ſituation, which commands thoſe vallies. 

Azove the hermitage is the village of Mezzo Tedeſco, or Half German; and on the 
oppoſite fide of the river Nos is that of Mezzo Lombardo, or Half Lombard. Theſe 


villages boaſt of their antiquity, and trace their origin from the time of the wars between 


the Lombards and Bavarians. 
Soon after paſling the caſtle of Konigſberg one enters the valley of Salurne, which 


is fertile, and well cultivated, The village is ſituated at its extremity. The next poſt- 
town is Neumarkt, diſtant eight miles from St. Michael. It is the common opinion that 


it was formerly known by the name of Indidejum, a city belonging to the Rhæti. From 
e thence 
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thence one proceeds to Branzoll, which is the next poſt, a ſmall village, nearly ſurrounded 
by heaths and marſhes, 

OyeostTE is the ſmall lake of Calterer, which takes its name from the village Caltern, 
ſituated below the lake, famous for its hot alum baths of Muchlburg, at the foot of 
mount Mendola. : | 

Tun road from Branzoll to Botzen, or Bolſano, is nearly the ſame as that from Neu- 

markt to Branzoll, the adjacent country being well cultivated and covered with vines. 
O this fide Botzen is the caſtle of Haſlburg, which is on an eminence, and commands 
the vallies of Botzen and Venoſta, One quits the courſe of the Adige, near the caſtle, 
to follow that of the river Eiſach, the road continuing on its banks till one gets beyond 
the Brenner mountain, where it takes its ſource, 

Tas valley of Venoſta, which is left on the right, is more than fifteen miles in 
length, and is watered by the Adige, which deſcends from the extenſive Glaciers of 
Langtauffer, and Gebatſch, ſituated to the north of the ſmall village of Clurns, and the 
town of Schlanders. | 

BesIpes thoſe two places, which are conſiderable, is the ancient city of Meran, ſeated. 
on the river Paſſer, and near the Adige: it was formerly the capital of the county of 
Tyrol, and is even at preſent acknowleged as ſuch in their public records. 

Ar no great diſtance from Meran is the ſpot where ſtood the original city of that 
name, or Urbs Majienſis, which was entirely deſtroyed in the fourteenth century, and 
buried in the ruins of a mountain that ſuddenly gave way. 

Nxax that city is the borough and caſtle of Tyrol, the reſidence of the ancient counts 
of that province, and from whence they take their title. 

Tux inhabitants of its valley are very induſtrious, and conſequently diffuſe over the 
country an appearance of comfort and eaſe. They have ſeveral manufactories; but their 
carpets and laces are particularly admired. The river Eiſach ſeparates the caſtle of 
Haſelberg from Botzen, which are a mile diſtant from each other, Its fituation is 
pleaſant and pictureſque, being in the center of four vallies, and at the meeting of two 
capital rivers, viz. the Talfer and the Eiſach. The firſt takes its ſource at the foot 


of mount Schneeberg, and the other above the great Brenner. The houſes are uniform, 


and well built; the ſtreets are tolerably wide; and the air mild and temperate, although 


in the vicinity of the Alps. 

Tunis city formerly made part of the biſhopric of Trent; but fince the year 1295 it 
has belonged to the houſe of Auſtria, Its commerce is conſiderable, being, as it were, 
a place of reunion to the Germans and Italians, who meet there, to ſell or barter the 
productions of their country, and the fruits of their induſtry, They have four capital 


annual fairs, although not ſo conſiderable as formerly; for the manufactories of ſilk, 


which 
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which are at preſent erected at Vienna and many other parts of Germany, have, in a 


great meaſure, deprived them of that branch of commerce. 
Tux city alſo enjoys ſeveral privileges, which were granted by Claudia, Archdutcheſs 


of Auſtria, One in particular merits notice, as it tends to the maintaining of order and 
regularity, During the time that the fairs abovementioned are held, the citizens are per- 
mitted to appoint, from among themſelves, four magiſtrates ; two of whom are Germans, 
and two Italians, to regulate every thing neceſſary to prevent fraud, confuſion, and diſ- 


putes. They may alſo hold a court of juſtice, to enact laws and penalties neceſſary for 


that time only. 
Tarzz days before the commencement of the fair a proclamation is iſſued, implying, 


that thoſe who propoſe carrying on any kind of traffic are obliged to give their name to 
the judge, who enters it in a book, and then grants a certificate, or patent, ſealed by 
the company of merchants, with the following device Ex merce pulchrior,” without 


which they cannot tranſa& any buſineſs whatever, which is certainly a check to corrup- 


4 


tion and deceit. 
Tu environs of Batzen are fertile, and embelliſhed with a number of beautiful villas 


and villages, The ſoil is excellent, and vegetation much more abundant than at Trent, 
owing to the mildneſs of the climate, being ſheltered from the north wind by a chain 
of mountains, whoſe direction extends from eaſt to weſt. The wines of Leytach, Leyfer, 
and Rentſch, are much eſteemed. There are alſo hot baths at a mile from that city, 
called Campden. 

Tux valley of Botzen might furniſh the Naturaliſt with a cabinet of lithology and 
botany, as the banks of the rivers which croſs the plain, ſituated at the extremity of the 
four vallies, are covered with curious ſtones and foſſils, productions of the high Alps, 
viz. quartz of different colours, a variety of petro- ſilex, feld-ſpath, jaſper, chryſtals, gra- 
nites, mica, porphyry, and filaments of amiant, fixed to pieces of ſelenitæ, of the fiftieth 
ſpecies of Wallerius, which he calls Selenites Flavus; beſides many others too numerous 
for particular notice. As for the amateurs of botany, they will find themſelves ſurrounded 
by Alpine plants, viz. the charming Cyclamen Coum of Linnzus, as alſo his Anemone 


Hepatica, Anemone N arciſſiflora, Hyacenthus Racemoſus, and Scandix Odorata; the An- 


tipathe di quarta ſpecie, the Cariofillate Alpina Minore, the Veronica Petria of Giovanni 


Pona, &c. I would, therefore, particularly recommend thoſe four vallies for the inſpec- 


tion of the Naturaliſt, as deſerving his attention. 


SECTION 
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SECTION V. 


DEPARTURE FROM BOTZEN, OR BOLSANO —ARRIVAL AT THE CITY OF BRIXEN, WHICH IS 
THE CAPITAL OF THAT BISHOPRIC — GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON ITS FORM OF 
GOVERNMENT — DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIMITIVE MOUNTAINS 
CONNECTED WITH THE ROAD FROM BOTZEN TO 


STERZING— ASCENT OF MOUNT BRENNER. 


Axrrzwv NG at Botzen earlier than I expected, I had time, before duſk, to viſit the 
environs of that city; as alſo to gain the information I wiſhed concerning the vallies 
of Talfer and Venoſta, deferring, till the next day, ſeeing what was moſt worthy notice 
towards the eaſt of Botzen, that I might not be hurried in the obſervations I propoſed 
making that evening. As I wiſhed, in the firſt place, to take the elevation of the valley 
of Botzen, I made uſe of my barometer, conſtrued according to Monſieur De Luc's 
principles, as I have already had occaſion to mention, being deſirous of certifying the 
exiſting difference between the height of that valley and the ſummit of mount Brenner. 
The reaſon I preferred that ſtation was owing to its being nearly a quarter of the height 
of the mount, and becauſe it would aſſiſt me conſiderably in taking its elevation when 
on the ſpot. 

In order to be more accurate in my calculations, I quitted the city, and aſcended a 
ſmall eminence, on which is ſituated the church of Gries and where the atmoſphere was 
perfectly clear; becauſe the vapours, that riſe in conſequence of the intenſe heat which is 
felt before ſun-ſet in all the cities near the baſe of the Alps, would naturally have affected 
the thermometer of correction, as alſo the barometer. I found that the eminence where 
I then ſtood was 1266 feet and two-thirds above the level of the ſea; from which 
deducting 54 feet and a half, which was the height I had choſen for my ſtation, I con- 
cluded that the city of Botzen was ſituated 1212 feet and one ſixth above the level of 
the ſea. | a 
Havmxò fo far accompliſhed my undertaking, I deſcended into the valley of Talfer, 
in order to walk on the banks of the torrent which croſſes it, and from which it takes its 
name. I perceived them to be covered with | large pieces of ſtone of different ſpecies, 
which had been hurled by the force of the torrent from the High Alps, and which are 
too numerous to particularize ; I will, therefore, only deſcribe two ſorts, which attracted 


my attention from their peculiar appearance. 
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Tus firſt, however, ſurprized me leſs than the ſecond, having ſeen ſome nearly the 
ſame in the Maritime Alps, of the county of Nice, It is a calcareous grey ſtone, of 
a fine grain, and ſtuck as it were to pieces of reddiſh granites, ſpotted with black and 
white, reſembling thoſe which come from Tuſcany. Some of them, whoſe angles had 
been broken by the friftion they had ſuffered in the velocity of their deſcent, from the 
high and tremendous peaks, from which they had been detached by the rains and thaws, 
had already taken an even circular form, leaving perfectly clear the place of union betwixt 
the calcareous ſtone and the granite, which are entirely different in their effects and in 
their principles. The ſecond attracted my particular notice, as I could not diſtinguiſh 
what it was: it appeared to be a ſpecies of white calcareous ſtone, the grain as 


fine as the firſt, not unlike marble, although emitting ſparks of fire when ſtruck by 


vitreſcent ſtones; I was, therefore, in doubt how to claſs them: but ſuppoſing that they 
contained particles of quartz ſufficient to produce the appearance of the ſparks I had 


ſeen, I was led to imagine that they would efferveſce with acids; for which reaſon, I 


determined to collect ſome pieces on purpoſe to try the experiment. 


before I had an idea of leaving the banks of the Talfer. It was, however, neceſſary to 
. haſten my return to Botzen. In my way thither, holding the ſtones in my hand, I acci- 
dentally rubbed them one againſt the other, when, to my great aſtoniſhment, there iſſued 
a kind of phoſphorus light, with no very diſagreeable ſmell ; but, having afterwards 
ſcraped them with my knife, a ſtreak of light iſſued from the ſcrapings, which being both 
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curious and uncommon, put me in mind of a memorial written by Monſieur Dufay to 
the Academy at Paris, in 1730, wherein he obſerves, that there are ſpecies of calcareous 
ſtones, marbles, and gypſum, or plaſter- ſtone, which frequently emit a phoſphorus light. 
Ar my arrival at the inn, I immediately threw ſome ſpirits of nitre on one of the pieces 
I had brought with me; but finding that it did not efferveſce, I began to ſuppoſe it a 
ſpecies of quartz, which Wallerius terme Quartzum opacum fragile et rigidum.” Not 
being, however, perfectly ſatisfied with that trial, I pounded ſome pieces of the ſtone, 
and then threw in ſome more nitre, which I-had warmed, and immediately diſcovered 
that the powder efferveſced conſiderably, which confirmed me in my former opinion, 
that theſe ſtones were calcareous, but of a ſpecies I was entirely unacquainted with. 
Ar the time I firſt propoſed publiſhing theſe travels, I read, with infinite ſatisfaction, 
a letter from Monſieur Deodat de Dolomieu to Monſieur Picot de la Peyrouſe, in the 
Journal de Phyſique, for the month of July, 1791, wherein he particularly mentions 


the ſtones I have been deſcribing, having made the ſame route ſome time after me; and, 
| „ SG as 
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ſteel. I had already found ſeveral ſimilar to theſe near the fort of Chiuſa, and in the 
road between Trent and Botzen. They did not reſemble any ſpecies of quartz, or 


Tuxsx obſervations taking more time than I intended, night ſtole on imperceptibly, 
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as that Naturaliſt terms them phoſphorus calcareous ſtones, I ſhall make uſe of the ſame 1 


term whenever I have occaſion to ſpeak of them. Mi 


I favs been led to enlarge on this ſubject, being deſirous of giving every information | 


in my power to thoſe who wiſh (when in that part of the world) to ſatisfy their curioſity, 1 | 2H 


and procure themſelves ſpecimens of what I have deſcribed; as alſo to prove that it is 


impoſlible to decide with certainty, whether a ſtone is calcareous, by the effect of acids, 
without firſt reducing it to powder; and that the ſame ſpecies of ſtone will frequently | ö 


emit ſparks of fire when ſtruck by ſteel, particularly when its pores are contracted, it 


being entirely owing to the ſtrong coherency of the particles that thoſe effects are 4 


produced, | 
Tut evening being fine, and the weather apparently ſettled, I pleaſed myſelf with the 


idea of riſing the next morning by day-break, in hopes of enjoying the pleaſure of | Wl 
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exploring the country, and walking, for ſome hours, before the carriage could poſſibly 1 


overtake me. Having thus ſettled my plan, I informed my fellow traveller, the late 


Doctor Briant, a man of merit and underſtanding, belonging to the ſuite of his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, of my intention; for fear of cauſing him ſome uneaſi- 


neſs, by my ſudden and unexpected departure. Riſing at the time I propoſed, I ſet off, 


after taking ſome refreſhment, and was conſiderably on my way, when the glorious lumi- 


nary of the day had ſcarcely darted its beams through the rugged openings of the mounts 
Roſen, Garten, Duhel, and Taſca, which are fituated to the eaſt of Botzen. 


Taz vapours, however, that were accumulating above the horizon, being uncommonly 


red, I had every reaſon to fear a ſtorm in the courſe of the day, which would naturally 


impede my journey, and leave me in a moſt uncomfortable ſituation : but the extreme 


deſire I had of viewing, at my eaſe, ſo curious and pictureſque a country (which was 


morally impoſſible in a carriage) led me to perſiſt in my reſolution; although I muſt 


acknowledge that I had croſſed the river Eiſach, and even reached the village of Cardaun, 
before I had finally taken my determination; the freſhneſs of the morning, however, and 


the beautiful ſcenes which ſurrounded me, ſoon diſſipated my fears, and I proceeded with 


alacrity. 
Havins croſſed the Eiſach, I found myſelf in a valley, the entrance to which was 


tolerably wide; but it ſoon after contracts, ſo as ſcarcely to leave, in many places, room 


for a carriage, which renders that ſpot particularly wild and romantic. 


Tas river alſo carries with it a vaſt quantity of large pieces of granite, corneus ſolidus, 
or hornſtone rock, and grey and white marble, &c. which, daſhing againſt the rocks 
that contract the courſe of the river, add greatly to the rapidity of the ſtream, and 


_ cauſe a tremendous noiſe, which prevents one's hearing any thing except the ruſhing of 


the water. 
| | | | I nave. 
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I navs already obſerved, that this valley is remarkably wild, but its aſpe& is neither 
barren nor unpleaſant; for the adjacent mountains. are covered with firs, larch-trees, 
meadows, and vineyards, which form a pleaſing ſcene, and an agreeable contraſt. 

Ar the ſmall village of Blauman I again croſſed the river Eiſach, to reach Tutſchen, 
which is a poſt-town, diſtant from Botzen eight Italian miles. Not far from Tutſchen 
is a defile, or narrow valley, nearly five miles in length; and the road is almoſt the whole 
way cut through the rock : that paſs is particularly dangerous at the melting of the 
ſnow, owing to the avalanges, or large heaps of ſnow, which roll down from the ſummits 
of the neighbouring mountains with great velocity, overwhelming every thing that 
happens to be in the way. 

Taz inhabitants generally expect this devaſtation in the months of April and May, 
which is the time of the thaw; although it is felt there in a leſs dangerous degree than 
at mount Cenis or the Col of Tende. | 

In order to guard as much as poſſible againſt the accidents frequently occaſioned by the 
cauſe abovementioned, the government of Brixen has conſtructed ſeveral ſmall her- 
mitages near the road, that travellers may find a poſſibility of ſheltering themſelves 


whenever they ſee thoſe tremendous maſſes of ſnow rolling down the mountains. Each 


They are dedicated to 


of theſe hermitages is a kind of chapel, with a portico in front. 


different ſaints; but more generally to the Virgin Mary. 


Tux inhabitants, who are extremely devout, are continually endowing theſe chapels 
with gifts, and ornamenting them with ſmall pictures, which they call ex vozo, repreſent- 
ing the cures they have received, and the miracles performed, through the influence. of 
their favourite ſaint, They alſo, on Sundays and Feſtivals, decorate the images of their 
ſaints, and crown them with a wreath of the choiceſt flowers they can find, placing it on 
their head with every mark of religious homage and reſpect, lighting a taper on each 


fide of them. This latter ceremony is, however, ſeldom performed, except when they 


have a vow to accompliſh. 


I yoeoss relating an occurrence which happened to me during the preſent excurſion. 


It will, I hope, not be deemed an improper digreſſion, as it will ſhew the natural 


ſimplicity and character of the inhabitants. 
1 HAVE already acquainted my readers that, at my firſt ſetting out in the morning, the 


appearance of the atmoſphere. gave me reaſon to apprehend that there would be a ſtorm 
in the courſe of the day: my fears were realized, and indeed earlier than I expected. 

By nine o'clock, I had walked upwards of twelve miles; and, not [perceiving the 
carriage, I gave myſelf up entirely to the pleaſure of admiring the innumerable beauties 
which ſurrounded me, both in reſpe& to botany and lithology. At every ſtep I took, 


ſome. curious plant or, other attracted my notice; among which were diſcernible the 
elegant 
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elegant Gentiana Purpurea, the Gentiana Punctata, the Epilobium Alpinum, and the 


Campanula Carpatica of Linnæus; as alſo the humble Tuſſilago Alpina Flore-evanido 


of Chuſio, &c. The rocks were tremendous, ſhelving over on all ſides. 
Tux different ſpecies of ſtrata of which theſe rocks were compoſed, and their extraordi- 0 


nary appearance, took up all my attention: ſome of them were a mixture of quartz and i 


mica, of the 164th ſpecies of Wallerius, which he terms Saxum mixtum anaticum; and | i 
here and there I found their ſtrata, or beds, nearly perpendicular : others were compoſed | | 
of heaps or pieces of granite, piled one upon another, intermixed with marbles of various 
colours and banks of hornſtone, of the 143 ſpecies of Wallerius, named Corneus | i 
ililis: it is, therefore, not to be wondered at, if I was inſenſible of the danger that 


threatened me, ſurrounded as I was by ſuch a variety of natural curioſities, and in a valley | 


which, all the way from the ſmall village of Antlas, was ſo remarkably contracted by the 


ſhelving rocks on each fide that I could only ſee a ſmall portion of the ſky. I was, Ml 
however, ſuddenly rouſed from my contemplations, by a whirlwind which carried clouds 


of duſt along the valley, and covered me in an inſtant ; the ſky darkened, and large drops Ll 


of rain fell with ſuch impetuoſity, that I took it for hail; whilſt the thunder, rumbling " | 


at a diſtance, and re-echoed by the ſurrounding rocks, appeared to threaten immediate | | 


deſtruction. That moment was certainly the moſt awful I ever experienced, finding myſelf | WM 
alone, and a perfect ſtranger in a country, where I could but indifferently ſpeak or under- Ml 
ſtand their language, which is in general German; yet I ſtill proceeded with haſty ſteps, || 
not knowing whither I was going, or where to find an aſylum. The tempeſt increaſing, it 2 


and the horrors accumulating, I gave myſelf up for loſt ; when, fortunately, I perceived one 


of the hermitages I have already deſcribed, which was nearly cut in the rock, reſembling | | 
a cave, ſufficiently large to afford protection to the affrighted traveller. Thoſe who have | = 


croſſed the Alps will eaſily conceive that my fears were not imaginary, as they muſt have 


— — 


encountered ſimilar danger, and know the fatal conſequence. li 
Hav precipitately entered the hermitage or cave, ſuppoſing myſelf quite alone, I ll 


was ſtartled at hearing a ſigh, which ſeemed to iſſue from the extremity of it; and, turn- 


ing haſtily, I ſaw a young woman at her devotions, ſeemingly ſupplicating an image 
which repreſented the Virgin Mary, and in the a& of crowning it with a wreath of 


flowers, while a taper burned on each fide of it. Whether owing to the unexpected 
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ſurprize of ſeeing me, or becauſe the image was beyond her reach, I could not determine; 


but ſhe was obliged to give up the attempt. I ventured to approach and offer her my 


aſſiſtance; at the ſame time, fearing that I might alarm her, I explained in the beſt | 


» manner I could the cauſe of my taking refuge in a place which appeared to be allotted N | 
7 5 entirely to acts of devotion. As ſoon as ſhe had ſufficiently got the better of her aſtoniſh- {I 
| = ment 
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ment ſhe related an affecting tale in terms full of candour and ſimplicity. She told me, 
that her name was Anna; that ſhe lived in the village of Sander, near the valley of 
Zargin; that ſhe came every year to accompliſh a vow ſhe had made for her father's 
recovery, who was a miner, and had been taken from under one of the galleries, where 
he was at work, apparently dead. She added, that ſhe was: fifteen when the accident 
happened, which was three years ſince, and that ſhe had never miſſed coming at the 


8 Y i : ; ſtated period. I was ſo enchanted with this good girl's ſimple narrative, that I again 


entreated her to let me place the wreath of flowers on the Virgin's head ; but ſhe 
| modeſtly declined, ſay ing, that ſhe expected her brother, who was gone- to Zimerlehen, 
a village not far diſtant; that he had promiſed her faithfully to return before the tapers 
were expired; then, caſting a wiſhful look at them, and heaving a figh, ſhe ſaid, that 
ſhe feared the ſtorm had detained him, but that ſhe hoped no harm would happen 
to him. 

Tux thunder ſtill continued rumbling over our heads in a moſt terrific manner: 
| the flaſhes of lightning were more frequent, appearing inceſſantly as if croſſing the 
= : defile, and nearly entering our place of refuge; whilſt the rain, falling in torrents from 

= the rocks, carried with it immenſe pieces of ſtone, which, from the velocity with which 
5 4 they fell, ſhivered into a thouſand pieces, and added greatly to the horror of the ſcene. 
bw” 0 4F Anna, perceiving that the lights were nearly out, and that ſhe ſhould be prevented from 
| accompliſhing her vow, requeſted me, at laſt, to aſſiſt her in placing the flowers, which 
J had juſt accompliſhed, when we heard the approach of a carriage, which proved to be 
the one I expected. I had, however, the ſatisfaction of gaining ſome intelligence, from 
the poſt=boy, of her brother, who had paſſed him on the road : I was, therefore, releaſed 
from the painful neceſſity of leaving that poor and amiable girl by herſelf in fo ſolitary 


a fituation, which the ſtorm rendered ſtill more diſtreſſing. 


Harry people! whoſe morals are as pure as their ideas are innocent. Their hands 
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will never be ſullied with the blood of their fellow creatures; for their offerings to the 
Divinity are of the pureſt kind, conceiving that religion was meant to diffuſe happineſs 
and comfort among mankind, ignorant of the abuſes which cruel policy has introduced! 
We proceeded on our journey, and ſoon got out of the defile. Fortunately the ſtorm 
abated, the weather became more calm, and the clouds diſappeared; yet the roads, from 
the violence of the rain, were filled with water, and, in ſome places, dangerous. The 
next poſt is Colman, a ſmall village, with only a few ſcattered houſes, At the ex- 
tremity of that village the valley widens, and forms a plain which leads to the city of 1 3 
Clauſſen, or Clauſium, in Italian Chiuſa. It is built on a ſolitary rock, and is watered on 


the ſouth-eaſt by the river Eiſach. 
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Tux city is divided by the torrent Thinner, which deſcends from a valley of the ſame Wil 
name, ſituated to the north; for which reaſon the city is diſtinguiſhed by Upper and 
Lower Clauſſen. 1 


Mouxr Mayrbodele, which is on the left, contracts the valley in that part, and makes 


it reſemble the Paſs of Cluſe, in going to the Glaciers in Savoy. They are both ſituated | 
at the entrance of the High Alps. Their names are alſo analogous ; as I have had occa- : '" 
ſion to mention, when ſpeaking of the Paſs of Chiuſa. 9 | 
| Tur city of Clauſſen is in the biſhopric of Brixen. The inhabitants, although induſ- i 
trious, are not ſuppoſed to be ſo opulent as thoſe of Botzen. I was ſorry that want of | 
| 


time prevented my ſeeing ſome lead and copper mines, which they are working in its 
environs. There are alſo ſome hot baths and mineral ſprings, which are reſorted to by i 


ſtrangers in the ſummer. 


Ox quitting Clauſſen we paſſed by the foot of a hill, which is a continuation of mount 1 
Kuhberg, where is ſituated an extenſive convent, called Saben, built on the ruins of the ; 
palace. of the ancient biſhops of Brixen : for, till the twelfth century, they reſided in 
that city but, afterwards, the epiſcopal ſee was removed to Brixen. It is the general 
opinion, that on that ſpot originally ſtood the city of Sabiona, which was deſtroyed | 
by Attila. bl! 

Tux environs of Clauſſen, and the adjacent country, are fertile, pictureſque, and well 1 
cultivated. Several ſmall vallies, viz. Villneſer, Afferer, &c. offer to the eye many | i] 
intereſting and pleaſing views; whilſt, on the back ground, a range of mountains of an 


immenſe height terminates the limits af the horizon. 


Tux naked and rugged peaks of the mounts Lorenzen, Fartſchel, and Tſchafatfeh, 
raiſe their towering heads towards the north-weſt; and, on the ſouth-eaſt, are thoſe of 


Glander, Schloſs, Pragls, and Pallanſer. Their ſummits are entirely bare, and ſeem to 
be compoſed of granite. 


Tus next city, which is Brixen, is ſeated at the extremity of a ſmall plain, at the 


entrance of three vallies, and at the confluence of two rivers, the Eiſach and the Rients. 


The plain is contracted by extenſive mountains, not unlike the ſituation of Botzen, 


whence it is diſtant nearly thirty miles. This city, called by the Italians Breſſanone, 
and by the Germans Brixen, is the capital of the biſhopric of that name, which extends 
ninety miles from eaſt to weſt, and fifty-five from north to ſouth, It is ſituated between 
the county of Tyrol, the biſhopric of Trent, the States of e and the archbiſhopric 
of Salzbourg. | 
Baixxx has nothing deſerving the attention of the traveller, except its cathedral, of 
which the architecture is good, and well finiſhed. The houſes are tolerably well built, 


and moſtly painted on the er, which gives them an appearance of neatneſs, and 
looks 
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looks uniform and pleaſing. The inhabitants are induſtrious, travel much, and are 


moſtly in the commercial line. 
Tux Biſhop, who is Prince and Sovereign of his dominions, reſides in this city, which 
is very ancient. What I have mentioned, with regard to the government of the biſhopric 


of Trent, may, in a great meaſure, be applied to this; except that the Biſhop and Chapter 


of Brixen did not originally give themſelves up to the. power of the Counts of Tyrol ; 

for they reſerved the power of renewing annually their grant, and were alſo to be looked 

upon as allies at the different diets; agreeing, however, to ſhare equally in defraying the 
expences incurred for the preſervation of the State. Beſides thoſe privileges, the biſhopric 

is conſidered as forming part of the Auſtrian circle, and gives a right of ſuffrage to the 

metropolis of Salzbourg ; but as the Counts of Tyrol are the vidames, or judges of the 

temporal juriſdiction of that biſhopric, they poſſeſs ſeveral feodal tenures. The Canons, 

who compoſe the Chapter, have the power of electing their Biſhop. They are divided 

into two diſtin& claſſes, nine of them are to trace the origin of their nobility for four 

generations, both on the father and mother's fide, The others, which are twelve, muſt 
either be doctors or licentiates in theology. 

Tux city of Brixen was formerly known by the name of Antonius Sublabio; and in the 
year 360, of our era, Pope Damaſe ſent the Abbe Caſſien to propagate the goſpel in thoſe 
parts; but, as the Sovereign's reſidence was at Sabiona, it was there that the Prelate firſt 
choſe to eſtabliſh the tenets of Chriſtianity. He erected a church, of which there are ſtill 
ſome remains. Brixen is alſo noted in hiſtory for a council held there in July 1080, which 

was convened by the Emperor Henry IV. ſurnamed the Great, conſiſting of thirty 
| Biſhops, his partiſans, who not only maintained the rights of that Prince againſt Pope 
Gregory VII. who had excommunicated him, but they even depoſed the Pontiff, ap- 
pointing, as his ſucceſſor, the Archbiſhop of Ravenne, known by the name of Clement IV. 
(See the Chron. Baronius of L'Abbe Urſberg.) | 
Tux torrent of Rients, which falls into the Eiſach, at the oates of Brixen, is more 
conſiderable than that river, and deſcends from the high mountains which border the 
county of Tyrol towards Corinthia. It afterwards croſſes the extenſive valley of Puſter, 
or Puſtriſſa, which extends fifteen miles to the eaſt of the paſs of Muchlbach. 
Tuls valley is extremely rich in wood and paſturage, and contains two towns, 
Brunnech and Lienz, which are tolerably extenſive. The latter is not only ancient, 
but noted for being, in 1500, the burial-place of .Leonard, the laſt Count of Gœrtz, 
and Sovereign of the valley of Puſter, which afterwards deyolved upon the houſe of 
Auſtria, £8 | 
Tuis valley contains a number of villages, hamlets, &c, Its inhabitants are the moſt ; 


opulent proprietors of the county of Tyrol, for each individual cultivates his own land. a 
1 Tur 
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Taz city of Brixen is nearly ſurrounded by hot mineral ſprings; ſome of them are 


ſulphureous, others aluminous, metallic, &. The inhabitants attribute the heat of 


thoſe waters to ſome ſubterraneous cauſe, or extinguiſhed volcanos ; for they aſſured 


me, that there were vaſt quantities of volcanic productions found in the environs of the 


baths, and that earthquakes wete very frequent with them; but want of time prevented 


me from convincing myſelf of the truth of their aſſertions. 

IT is to be wiſhed that ſome enlightened Naturaliſt could be tempted to explore the 
environs of that city, as it might tend to throw freſh light on the ſtudy of geology 
particularly as ſeveral ſcientific men have viſited the major part of the Pennine Alps, and 
have not been able to diſcover any. 

From Brixen the river Riantz and the valley of Puſter are paſſed on the right, and three 
miles from thence one quits the Archbiſhop's dominions. After paſſing a ſmall guard- 
houſe, which ſerves as a barrier to the county of Tyrol, the road begins to riſe gradually, 
and one may there fix the firſt gradation towards the aſcent of the Great Brenner, 
Owing to its being remarkably contracted on the left by the adjacent mountains, a bridge 
has been built acroſs the Eiſach, in order to continue the road on the other fide of the 
river, which -afterwards paſſes at the foot of a large foreſt of firs and larch trees, that 
entirely conceal the baſe of a chain of mountains which deſcend from the ſummit of the 
Brenner, called Spingeſer. From thence the next poſt is Mittlewald, fituated beyond the 
centre of the foreſt. Mittlewald is a ſmall village, with a few ſcattered wooden cottages, 
in the-nature of thoſe belonging to the inhabitants of the High Alps. 

Tur road from Mittlewald to Mauls is nearly the ſame as from the Barrier, yet there 
are, now and then, ſome agreeable openings, which offer to the eye romantic and 


pictureſque views. 


Tux Eiſach alſo adds greatly to the beauty of the ſcene; for, its motion being much 


more accelerated than in the vallies of Trent and Bolſano, its waves daſh impetuouſly 
_ againſt prodigious maſſes of granite, and marble of various colours, which, checking its 


courſe, form a number of beautiful caſcades. At ſome diſtance from the village of 


Mauls is the church of Trens, dedicated to the Virgin, whither the inhabitants 
frequently perform pilgrimage. . N ot far from the church is ſituated, on a ſmall eminence, 
the caſtle of Sprechenſtein, which ſeems to be the key to the whole valley, from Brixen 
to Trens; one then croſſes the Eiſach, at the foot of the caſtle, which is a mile and a 


half from Sterzing, where we arrived late in the evening. 
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SECTION Vi. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE ENVIRONS OF THE CITY OF STERZING, AND OF THE VALLIES nenn 
AND PFLERSCHER — EXCURSION TO THE GREAT GLACIER or STUBEN — ITS 
ELEVATION ABOVE THE LEVEL OF THE SEA — PASSAGE ACROSS 
THE BRENNER — HEIGHT OF THAT MOUNTAIN — 


ARRIVAL AT STEINACH, 


I T being near ten when we arrived at Sterzing, I had only time to ſettle my journal, 
arrange the obſervations I had made ſince I left Botzen, and fix my plan for the next 
day. I had gained the moſt pleaſing intelligence of the environs of that city, from a 
friend whom I had met at Verona, and who particularly mentioned the vallies of 
Ridnaun and Pflerſcher as deſerving notice, becauſe they contained ſeveral different mines, 
and a great number of curious Alpine plants. He alſo informed me, that their direction 
was nearly from eaſt to weſt, and that they were terminated by the great Glaciers of 
Hocher, Stuben, and Grindl Farner, &c. Being ſo far inſtructed, my firſt care was to 
find a perſon well acquainted with the country, who could give me further information, 
and aſſiſt me in procuring a guide to conduct me to the neareſt Glacier. I therefore 
addreſſed myſelf to the inn-keeper, who ſpoke both French and Italian, requeſting him 
to get a perſon to attend me the next morning, on my intended excurſion ; upon which 
he introduced me to a neighbour, who, with all the appearance of a plain honeſt moun- 
taineer, was well informed. He told me that he was a miner, and that he had not only 
worked himſelf in the mines, but that he had been appointed by government as an 
overſeer to ſeveral. The knowledge and talents which I ſoon after found he poſſeſſed, 
convinced me that he had not deceived me. 


I asx£D him whether he had ever ſeen the Glaciers which were in the environs of that 


city? He faid, that he was perfectly well acquainted with them, having frequently been 


there; that he had alſo viſited thoſe of Savoy and Switzerland, having had occaſion to 
croſs the great St. Bernard, in his way to Geneva. He told me that he went there on 
buſineſs ; but, on deſcending that tremendous mount, he had been tempted, not only to 
ſee a part of the Glaciers of T zendy and Valpeline, but alfo thofe of the valley of Cha- 
mouny, having taken the road leading to the Col of Balma, as being the neareſt to 
Geneva. After this ſhort introduction, which was delivered with great modeſty, he 


invited me (in order to avoid. interruption) to accompany him to his laboratory, which-I 


found 
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found in moſt excellent order. From thence he took me to his cabinet of natural 
hiſtory, which he, very properly, ſtyled A box of ſamples of the Tyroleſe mountains. One 
may eaſily conceive that I was all aſtoniſhment, not having the moſt diſtant idea of 
finding ſo good a collection; as it was not only extenſive but well choſen, and arranged 
with taſte. He had ſpecimens of the moſt curious ſtones, chryſtals, and minerals of the 
country : among the latter was a variety of ſilver ore, copper, native iron in grains, 
antimony, mercury, and chryſtalized falt; beſides foſſils, petrifactions, impreſſions of 
marine ſubſtances, plants, &c. 

I was both delighted and amazed at meeting in a country, remote from the pur- 
ſuits of literature and ſcience, a man in ſo humble a ſituation, who was of ſo ſcientific 
a turn of mind, and of a ſufficient judgment to form a collection that would not diſgrace 
our greateſt Naturaliſts. There is, however, a ſimilar inſtance in a man whoſe name is 
Francis Pacard, reſiding in the valley of Chamouny, in Savoy, known by the appellation 
of Guide to the Ladies: for as the valley is ſurrounded by a number of Glaciers, which 
attract the curioſity of ſtrangers, and are much reſorted to in ſummer, ſeveral of the 
inhabitants make it their buſineſs to ſerve as guides. He is fo perfectly illiterate that he 
cannot read; yet he has formed a collection of the different productions of the Pennine 
Alps, which he has regularly claſſed, and arranged with tolerable taſte, When he is 
not employed as a guide, he follows his buſineſs, which is that of a farrier. 

I rave always remarked, and believe it to be a received opinion, that mountaineers 
in general are particularly quick and intelligent, conceiving with eaſe whatever is taught 
them, and that they have a retentive memory. 

Ox quitting the cabinet of my Tyroleſe Naturaliſt he offered to conduct me himſelf 
to any of the neighbouring Glaciers; at the ſame time recommending Stuben as being 
well worth ſeeing, extenſive, eaſy of acceſs, and conſiderably nearer than the others. I 
immediately accepted his offer, although at firſt I was fearful that buſineſs and want of 
time would have interrupted our plan. Having, however, ſettled my affairs, and re- 
moved the obſtacles which appeared to be in the way, I decided on ſetting off the next 
morning by ſix. My guide, who ſeemed as eager as myſelf, went out ſoon after to 


order mules, &c. : I returned to the inn to collect whatever I thought might be neceſſary 


during our journey, viz. my BAROMETER, Which I had fortunately preſerved entire, a 


ſteel hammer, a bottle of ſpirits of nitre, and a compaſs. The night being uncommonly 
cold, although at the beginning of June, I found the eider-down, or covering on the 
bed, which is generally made uſe of in Germany, exceedingly comfortable; as alſo a 
ſtove, which they had not as yet diſcarded. The ſeverity of the weather, at that time 
of the year, muſt be attributed to the Glaciers, which ſurround the city, 
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I was awaked in the morning much earlier than I wiſhed, by an uncommon noiſe 
occaſioned by the country people paſſing through the city, in their way to the market- 
place, which is ſituated on the outſide of the gates of Sterzing. My curioſity being 
rouſed, I got up juſt in time to ſee a number of carts or waggons pals, loaded with alt, 
from the city of Hall, which were drawn by oxen, ſhod like horſes, except that, owing 
to the form of their feet, the iron was, of courſe, divided, which, added to their 
unwieldineſs, made a molt intolerable noiſe. 

Tut ſun had not yet made its appearance in the valley, when I quitted the city, in order 
to viſit its environs. Having reached the market-place, I found the people buſily employed 
in erecting tents, tables, &c. at places aſſigned them by an officer, or conſtable, appoint- 


ed to maintain order and regularity. The roads leading towards the city were thronged 


with the inhabitants of the neighbouring mountains, loaded with the produce of their 
induſtry, which they were bringing for fale ; ſuch as carpets, ſtuffs, cloths, threads, &c. 
ſo that it had much more the appearance of a fair than a common market-day. Others 
were themſelves drawing ſmall carts filled with corn and vegetables, their countenances 


expreſſive of jollity and good-humour the whole forming one of the moſt intereſting 


ſcenes I ever heheld. 


As the ſingularity of their dreſs drew my attention, I muſt not omit giving a ſhort 
ſketch of it. Both men and women wear difterent-coloured, large, round hats, made 
exactly alike; although green ſeems to be the favourite colour, eſpecially on feſtivals 
and gala-days: they ornament them with gold and filver lace, with the addition of 
taſſels, &c. | The men wear long, uncouth jackets, or waiſtcoats, of the ſame colour as 
their hats, made of coarſe cloth, which they manufacture themſelves. 

Tue girdle, or belt, is what they efteem moſt, next to the hat. I have really ſeen 
ſome remarkably curious, made of thick leather, decorated with ſmall ſilver nails, 


formed into a variety of figures, or devices. As for the reſt of their dreſs, it reſembles 


the German, Swils, &c. 


Tuzy are in general tall and robuſt, and their countenances have great ſtrength of 
expreſſion. The women wear a kind of looſe jacket, which they take off at pleaſure, 
of the ſame colour alſo as their hats; ſo that, at ſome diſtance, it is difficult to diſtinguiſh 


the ſex. Their corſets, of which they are particularly proud, are ornamented with gold 
' fringe, ribbons, and black velvet. Their ſtockings are likewiſe very remarkable, being 


of an unuſual length, ſeldom leſs than five feet. T heſe they plait, or roll, with the 


greateſt exactneſs; a cuſtom, which, with the ſhortneſs of their petticoats, makes their 


legs appear to great diſadvantage. I have been tempted thus to particularize their dreſs, 


as it is generally adopted by all the Tyroleſe. 
Tux 
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Tux city of Sterzing is the ſeat of the provincial juriſdiction of the diſtrict of Eiſach; 
for the county of Tyrol is divided into fix diſtricts, as I will hereafter explain. It was 
formerly known by the name of Vipitenum, or Fortia Caſtra, forming part of the 
Rhætian country. During the reſidence of the Tyroleſe Counts at Inſpruch, the city 


was well fortified ; but, at preſent, there only remain its ditches, a few parapets, and 


its caſtle, where a ſmall number of ſoldiers are garriſoned. Its ſituation is particularly 


pleaſant, being ſeated on an eminence, which commands a fertile plain, where four 
vallies meet; but the Eiſach, that croſſes it, ceaſes to be navigable at Brixen. The 
ſilver, copper, and iron mines, which are worked in the environs of that city, give it a 
commercial appearance, although ſituated ſo high in the Alps. Their manufactures for 
ſwords, and various ſorts of tools made of ſteel, are much admired. The inhabitants 
carry them to Germany, Italy, and France, to diſpoſe of. The country alſo produces, 
in ſeveral places, a great quantity of corn, &c. which occaſions a conſtant intercourſe 
with the neighbours, 

Tux valley of Ridnaun, which is to the weſt of Sterzing, takes its name from the 
torrent that croſſes it, and throws itſelf into the Eiſach, at the foot of the caſtle of 
Sprechenſtein. This valley extends nearly eight miles from ſouth-eaſt to north-weſt, 
and is terminated by the Glacier of Hocher, which is diſcernible from the environs of that 
city, It is well inhabited, and particularly fertile, for its vegetation extends to the foot 
of the Glacier. To the eaſt of Sterzing is the valley of Pfitſcher, which is in a ſouth- 
weſt and north-eaſt direction. It is watered by a torrent of the ſame name, which 
deſcends rapidly from the great Glaciers of Zint and Furtſchtagl. This valley is not ſo 
fertile as Ridnaun, but is as well inhabited. I ſhall not attempt to particularize the 
lithology of thoſe vallies, not having had ſufficient time to make any obſervations 
deſerving notice. I can only add, that the lower range. of mountains in the vicinity of 
Sterzing are compoſed of calcareous ſtones, of different ſpecies, with their ſtrata, inclin- 


ing to the ſouth. The Calcareus Scintillans Griſeus, No. 42, is the moſt common; 


although there are ſome entirely compoſed of large banks, or beds, of white or dark- 


grey marble, ſometimes intermixed with ſtrata of calcareous ſtone, nearly vertical, which 


Monſieur Bomare terms Lapis | fætidus, from its emitting a diſagreeable ſmell when 


rubbed or broken. The upper range of mountains, whoſe ſummits are ſcarcely diſcern- 


ible, are moſtly granite, or a ſpecies of porphyry, of a reddiſh-brown colour, or Porphir 


Rubens, No. 99; known to the Italians by the name of Brocatello. What ſurprized me 


moſt, in the appearance of thoſe primordial peaks, was their being rugged and furrowed, 


as if they had been calcareous. I could not at firſt account for that phenomenon; but I 


had ſoon an opportunity of viewing them nearer, and found that the major part of thoſe 


mountains were covered with large ſtrata of calcareous ſtone. _ 
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o I au indebted to my guide for firſt ſuggeſting to me the idea of viſiting them, and his 
5 remarks led me to make thoſe obſervations which have ſince been confirmed by Monſieur 
De Dolomieu. I obſerved, that the calcareous ſtrata in general inclined towards the 
ſouth, forming different angles with the horizon. I was ſorry that want of time pre- 
vented my convincing myſelf whether thoſe ſtones contained any marine ſubſtances. My 
guide aſſured me that they did; but I will not attempt to affirm from report what is of 
ſo much conſequence. It is time I ſhould leave this digreſſion, and quit Sterzing. I 
returned in haſte to the inn, where I found my guide and his equipage (for he had 


procured me an excellent: mule) waiting for my arrival. We had at firſt ſome doubts 


3 concerning the weather, the clouds appearing ſuſpicious; but they, fortunately for us, 
—_— ſoon diſſipated, and we prepared ourſelves to ſet off. Having flung my barometer in a 
kind of ſhoulder-belt, for fear of accidents, we directed our courſe weſtward, leaving on 


the left the torrent Faller, whoſe noiſe was heard at an amazing diſtance, rumbling 


impetuouſly at the bottom of a precipice. We ſoon gained the ſmall hamlet of 
Raminge, which is ſituated on the declivity of the mountain: we propoſed croſſing it, to 
ſhorten our way. The torrent Faller, having, in ſeveral places, deepened upwards of 
three hundred feet below the ſurface of the earth, had cauſed much of the ground to 
give Way, leaving large gaps, or openings, where one could with eaſe diſcover the dif- 


ferent ſtrata of the mountain, I obſerved that the loweſt ſtrata was more than eighty 


feet in thickneſs, of a ſpecies of mill ſtone, or cos molaris : above that was another, up- 


3 __ 
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wards of twenty feet, compoſed of a coarſe black ſand, intermixed with ſeveral pieces 


A of quartz, feldſpath, granite, and marble, beſides pebbles of different kinds. The 
"2 A =— next ſtratum was a ſpecies of ſandy ſlate, or cos fiſilis particulis minoribus ſpe. 142, which 
E f | extended to the vegetable ſtratum. This ſpot opens a wide field for the obſervations 
i of a Geologiſt; particularly if foſſils and marine ſubſtances can be diſcovered. 
4 2 A | Ox leaving Raminge, we continued our courſe by the fide of a large foreſt of firs, 
2 . 5 1 | where we found ſeveral Alpine plants, ſcattered here and there; viz. the charming Cen- 
taurea Montana, Soldanella Alpina, Veronica Alpina, and the Horminum Pyrenaicum. 
The laſt I have never been able to meet with on any of the mountains of Savoy or 
Switzerland. There was alſo a great variety of other plants, whoſe diverſified colours 
attracted our notice. After a very laborious aſcent, we reached at laſt the ſummit of 
the mountain, which was entirely covered with reſinous trees; ſuch as larch, firs, wild 
pines, &c. We then deſcended into the gloomy valley of Fallming, which is much more 
wild and agreſtic than the one we had croſſed in our way thither. From thence we 
followed the courſe of another large torrent, which takes its ſource at the foot of mount 
Taffer. The range of mountains on the left, which are of a prodigious height, were 


moſtly formed of different ſorts of compound ſtones, or Japides compoſiti: whilſt thoſe on 
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the right, which are not ſo elevated, were nearly calcareous, or a ſpecies of ſchiſtus, 


which efferveſces with acids. We were obliged to diſmount and lead our mules the 


whole way, owing to the badneſs of the roads. 

Arrznx much fatigue we arrived in the valley of Pflerſcher, which is nearly in a 
parallel direction with that of Ridnaun. Its extenſion is about fix miles, containing 
ſeveral different mines. Thoſe of ſilver, although not reckoned the moſt productive, 
amply repay government for the expence of working them. This valley offers a ſimilar 
example to that of Val de Mont-Joie, mentioned by Monſieur de Sauſſure, chap. xxvi. 
vol. iii. of his Voyage in the Alps: for the torrent Pflerſcher, which croſſes the valley, 
makes a total ſeparation between the primordial and ſecondary mountains. 

Tnosg which are towards the north, being moſtly compoſed of granite, or rock ſtone, 
of different kinds, have their ſummits perfectly bare and rugged, reſembling thoſe of the 
ſecondary mountains, when particularly elevated. Whilſt, on the contrary, thoſe that are 
in a ſouthern direction are, for the moſt part, calcareous or ſchiſtus, and efferveſce with 
acids; but their ſummits are covered with trees and meadows. 

ALTHouGH we had met with many difficulties near the torrent of Fallming, we 
arrived before twelve at the village of Pflerſch, which is the principal town in the valley. 
The houſes reſemble thoſe of Switzerland, being built of wood, with ſeveral galleries 
one above the other, which nearly ſurround the building; but with all the neatneſs, 
and convenience, analogous to the comfortable appearance of the inhabitants, who, 
without affluence, live in great eaſe: for I did not diſcover in the whole valley an indi- 
vidual who appeared in want; or any of thoſe miſerable objects who are the emblems of 
wretchedneſs and woe, ſo frequently met with in countries where the humble cottage is 
cruſhed beneath the weight of columns and pedeſtals, which ſerve to ornament the 
ately edifices of the rich. Happy people! Your felicity will be durable, fince it depends 
on the integrity and honeſty of your hearts, and the purity of your morals, guarded by 
the juſtice of your laws, and the lenity with which they are adminiſtered! 

Ir is certain that a country apparently poor contains leſs real miſery than one which, 
at firſt view, appears more opulent : for, in the firſt, wealth being more equally divided, 
its inhabitants of courſe preſerve their morals untainted, and retain that degree of firm- 
ne and Readineſs which is characteriſtic of man in his natural ſtate ; whilſt the inferior 
claſs of the ſecond, owing to the inequality of riches, are frequently obliged to bend 
to the wiſhes of the opulent, who often avail themſelves of their ſuperiority, to corrupt 
their innocence and integrity. The village of Pflerſch, where we took ſome refreſhment, 


is ſeated at the foot of the high primordial mountains, Tributaun, Eiſen, and Roth. 


From thence we proceeded on foot, being under the neceſſity of leaving our mules, on 


account of the badneſs of the road, towards Lower Stein, which is a ſmall hamlet, 
| fituated 
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ſituated at the bottom of a high mountain, compoſed of granite, and coveted with 
extenſive banks of phoſphorus marble. On the top of it is built Upper Stein, which, 
from that eminence, extends apparently to the foot of the Glacier, although there is 
nearly the difference of a mile and a half; for diſtances in a mountainous country deceive 
one conſiderably, owing to the rarefaction of the air. Oppoſite to us was a ſteep 
mountain, compoſed of a reddiſh porphyry, ſpotted with black and yellow, of which 
the ſtrata were perfectly diſcernible to be in a parallel direction. We now began to find 
a ſcarcity of vegetation, there being only a few vew-trees ſcattered here and there, 
owing to our elevated fituation, and the intenſe cold occafioned by the vaſt heaps of 
ice with which we were ſurrounded. This ſpot is, without doubt, the moſt wild and 
barren of any I have ever ſeen in the Alps. After great fatigue we reached the foot of 
the Glacier, where the torrent Pflerſch flows rapidly from beneath a cavern of ice, 
forming nearly half an elliptical figure; the entrance being nineteen feet wide, and the 
height thirty. The pyramids of ice, which ſurrounded the cave, were upwards of fifty 
feet high, riſing majeſtically, one behind the other, in the form of an amphitheatre, 
extending to the top of the Glacier, which is two hundred and fifty feet above the 
ſource of the torrent. My guide informed me that, in the midſt of ſummer, the 
cavern is more extenſive, preſenting a moſt awful and magnificent ſcene. 

Having ſatisfied my curioſity at the foot of the Glacier, and taken its elevation, 
which I found to be 4692 feet above the level of the ſea: I propoſed to my guide to 


fix on a ſpot from which we might diſcern more of its ſurface. He immediately pointed 


out a large rock of granite, ſaying, that from thence we ſhould have an extenſive view; 
but that its acceſs was particularly difficult. Accuſtomed, however, as we both were 
to exploring, not only mountains but Glaciers, we determined to proceed. After ſome 
labour and fatigue we reached a graſs- plot remarkably ſmooth and lippery (it being a 
kind of graſs peculiar to elevated ſituations). From thence we ſoon got on the ſhow, 
upon which we were obliged to walk upwards of an hour, with much difficulty; for, in 
ſeveral places, it was more than half thawed; and in others ſo extremely dangerous, that, 
had our feet given way, we muſt inevitably have fallen into a dreadful preeipice, formed 
by the torrent Pflerſcher, and muſt have bein cut to pieces before we had reached the 
bottom. Fortunately our cramp irons preſerved our lives, and aſſiſted us in eſcaping 
that misfortune. 

Tux place we had choſen, and with ſuch difficulty attained, was goo feet above the 


ſource of the torrent, and 4992 above the level of the ſea. Our trouble was, however, 


fully repaid by the noble and extenſive view we had of the Glacier, whoſe direction 


appeared to be from north-eaſt to ſouth-weſt ; but it was impoſſible to determine to a 


certainty its preciſe extent. The guide, who had been there frequently, and had ſeen the 


greateſt 
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greateſt part of it, aſſured me, that it was nearly fifteen miles from eaſt to weſt, A chain 
of rugged mountains compoſed of granite, of which ſome were partly covered with a 
kind of phoſphorous calcareous ſtone, ſeemed to croſs the middle of the Glacier from 
north to ſouth. 

Tux ſurface of the Glacier was extremely uneven, and parted in many places, forming 

large gaps, or crevices, of upwards of fix feet. Immenſe heaps of ice alſo preſented 
themſelves to the eye, in various ſhapes, of beautiful pyramids, of a conſiderable height, 

which, reflecting the beams of the ſun, appeared of a fine azure blue, forming a pleaſing 
contraſt with the aridity of the rocks which farrounded them. 

We were obliged to quit this ſpot ſooner than I wiſhed; for the mountains, which 
ſerved as conductors to the clouds, attracting them imperceptibly, would in a ſhort 
time have covered not only the valley of ice, which was below, but the whole of our 
way back, and have rendered our return both difficult and dangerous. 

Tus cold was exceſſive for that time of the year, although we were 432 feet leſs 
elevated than the Glaciers des Bois, near the valley of Chamouni; but I attributed it to 
the vaſt quantities of ice, which abound more in the Rhætian Alps, than in the 
Pennine Alps; for, in the vicinity of theſe Glaciers, there is not the leaſt appearance of 
vegetation. In about three quarters of an hour we quitted this ſolitary ſpot, which is 
really a picture of deſolation and horror. I could neither diſcover plants, ſhrubs, or 
animals, or inſects, except two butterflies, at too great a diſtance for me to judge of 
their ſpecies. | 

Taz Rhododendron Hirſutum was the firſt ſhrub we met with in our way back; but 
I ſaw ſeveral ſpecies of curious moſs. At two miles from thence we entered a foreſt of 
firs, which extended to the torrent Kor, the banks of which led us to Pflerſch, where we 
arrived fatigued, although perfectly ſatisfied with our excurſion. The environs of that 
village appeared as cheerful and agreeable, as the country we had left was arid and 
ſolitary. 

AeTE reſting a ſhort time we mounted our mules (which we had left there as we went), 
and continued our courſe towards the village of Goſſenſaſs, and got into the high road, 
leaving, unſeen, the mines that are in the valley of Pflerſcher, intending to ſleep at 
Steinach, eighteen miles from thence, as it was too late to admit of that delay. My 
guide accompanied me to Brenner, a ſmall village, ſituated near the ſummit of the 
mount, where I met my horſe, which had been ſent from Sterzing. 

Tx aſcent of the Brenner from the laſt- mentioned town is exceſſively difficult, and the 
road ſo contracted, by the high and tremendous rocks on each fide, that it has been 


found neceſſary to conſtruct ſeveral bridges on the Eiſach, in order frequently to croſs - 
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Turns are ſome mineral ſprings two miles from the ſummit of the mountain, which 
are only reſorted to by the neighbouring inhabitants. 

I rounp much of the adjacent country covered with ſnow, and particularly the peaks 
that border the road, which I was not ſurprized at, when I had taken its elevation, 
which I effected before my guide left me, as he anxiouſly requeſted to be preſent. 


I Took the elevation of the mount from oppoſite the ſource of the Eiſach, and found 


that it was 3896 feet and 5-6ths above the city of Botzen, 417 above the ſource of the 


Pflerſcher (which is at the foot of the Glacier of Stuben), and 5109 above the level of 
the ſea, I will not, however, vouch for the exactneſs of the meaſure of thoſe elevations, 
although I endeavoured to take them with the greateſt accuracy; but, owing to my 
having only one inſtrument proper for the undertaking, and not any one to make obſer- 


vations at the ſame time, in any determined ſpot, they may probably be liable to ſome 


ſmall incorrectneſs. 


TuEkk are few trees on the Brenner, except a few yews and ftunted pines ; but the 
paſturage is rich, although its ſituation will not admit of the growth of corn. 

A $MALL plain, of a mile and a half in length, and nearly one in width, bordered on 
each ſide by huge arid rocks, of which parts are continually covered with ſnow, forms 
the ſummit of the mountain. The major part of thoſe rocks is compoſed of granite, 
or rock ſtone, compounded of glimmer, quartz, and ſpar. 

Ta1s plain, or more properly valley, is exceſſively rural and pleaſant, with a few 
ſcattered cottages, which put me in mind of Chamouni. On the left of the valley is a 
beautiful caſcade. This is the ſource of the Eiſach, which, after joining the Adige at 
Botzen, throws itſelf into the Adriatic ſea, Near this caſcade is the ſource of the river 
Sill, which falls into the Inn, and from thence into the Danube; ſo that this valley 
ſerves as a boundary and divifion to thoſe two rivers. 

Havins croſſed the torrent Weiſen we began to 4 rapidly towards Gries, which 
is the firſt village from the ſummit of mount Brenner, leading to Inſpruck. On the 


road I paſſed a column, or pedeſtal, erected in honour of Charlemagne and his brother 


Ferdinand, who had not met ſince the departure of that Emperor for Africa, till he 


returned victorious in the year 1545; but, owing to the darkneſs of the evening, I was 
prevented ſeeing both the inſcription and baſs-reliefs, which I was told were curious. 
I was forced to haſten towards Steinach, where I propoſed ſleeping, and where I arrived 


perfectly ſafe, although exceſſively fatigued, having travelled that day on foot and horſe- 


back, through bad roads, between fifty and fixty miles, 
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SECTION VII. 


DEPARTURE FROM STEINACH — ARRIVAL AT INSPRUCK — GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON 
THE ORIGIN AND FORM OF GOVERNMENT OF THE COUNTY OF TYROL — 
DESCRIPTION OF THAT COUNTRY —ITS EXTENT, MOUNTAINS, 

AND DIFFERENT PRODUCTIONS — REMARKS ON THE 


MANNERS. AND CUSTOMS OF THE TYROLESE., 


Tax town or borough of Steinach is the ſeat of government of the diſtrict of the 
ſame name, which only contains four vallies. Its ſituation is as pleaſant, and the 
country as well cultivated, as Sterzing and its environs, although much more elevated. 

Tux town is at the confluence of two rivers, viz. the Sill, which takes its ſource, as 
we have ſeen, on the top of mount Brenner, and the Gſchniz, which riſes at the foot 
of Spiz- ſiming, a high mountain, ſituated to the north of the Glacier Stuben. This 
river croſſes a valley of the ſame name, which is populous and rich in paſturage. Its 
courſe extends from north-eaſt to ſouth-weſt. 

Srzixach is ſeated nearly in the centre of the higheſt mountains in the county of 
Tyrol. Towards the eaſt, is ſeen, riſing majeſtically from the midſt of a long chain of 
Glaciers, extending from north-eaſt to ſouth-weſt, the great and lofty Gefrorne, which 
ſeems to vie in point of height with mount Blanc. This enormous mountain of granite 
is continually covered with ſnow, and is one of the higheſt peaks in the Rhætian Alps. 
The chain of Glaciers, which I have juſt mentioned, are known by the name of Duxer, 
and extend upwards of ten miles. The inhabitants of the vallies, ſituated at the foot 
of theſe tremendous heaps of ice, occupy and ſupport themſelves chiefly in ſearching for 


chryſtals of different ſpecies, which are found there in great abundance. I have ſeen 


ſome that reſemble Sparth-fluores ofaedre, one inch in diameter, of a bright red colour, 


as alſo rock chryſtals, or chryſtallus montana, that weighed upwards of four pounds. 


TowarDs the weſt of Steinach riſes mount Habich-ſpiz, which although not ſo high as 


the Gefrorne, is yet continually covered with ſnow. Not far from its ſummit, on one 
of its fractured fides, is ſeen, a ſmall Glacier; but the name I could not learn. In a 
ſouth-weſt direction ſtands mount Tributaun, one of the moſt elevated peaks belonging 


to that chain of mountains which form the Great Brenner. 
I SHALL 
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I HALL forbear to particularize a number of others, which, although they ſeem to 


ſerve as a baſe to thoſe I have already mentioned, are, notwithſtanding, of a prodi- 


* 


I wi.L only add ſome light obſervations on the direction of the vallies, ſituated north 
and ſouth of the Brenner, as alſo on the relative height of the mountains on each ſide 
of it. I have obſerved in general that moſt of the ſmall vallies towards the north 
extend from north to ſouth, and from ſouth to north; but the large ones from north- 


eaſt to ſouth-weſt: whilſt, towards the ſouth, the large, as well as the ſmall ones, take 
a contrary direction. The different direction, and appearances of the mountains, are 
alſo very conſpicuous; for the higheſt and moſt rugged peaks, and the moſt extenſive 
Glaciers, are north of the Brenner. Thoſe towards the ſouth are not fo high, containing 
moſtly a great quantity of foſſils and impreſſions of marine ſubſtances: they are alſo, in 
general, cultivated and wooded to the top. 

I PARTICULARLY recommend to the geologiſt to beſtow fone attention on- the above 
obſervations, and alſo on the following, as they may tend to induce naturaliſts, who 
propoſe viſiting thoſe mountains, to obſerve them more attentively than they might 
otherwiſe be led to do, as by thoſe means they may be enabled to throw freſh light on 
the ſtudy of geology. Firſt, I found that the part of the primordial chain of mountains 
in the Rhætian Alps which J viſited is covered with large calcareous beds, or ſtrata, 
inclining from north-eaſt to ſouth-weſt. — Secondly, That the ſecondary mountains 
contain, in ſeveral places, beds of white or grey phoſphorous marble, of a ſpecies 
which does not readily efferveſce with acids, except when reduced to powder. 
Thirdly, That there alſo exiſt in the vicinity of mount Baldo calcareous mountains, 
filled with marine ſubſtances of different ſpecies, ſupported, as it were, by large beds 
of marble, of calcareous ſtone, of a fine grain, in which I did not diſcover any marine 
bodies. Fourthly, That there are ſeveral hot mineral ſprings between St. Michael and 
the ſummit of mount Brenner, the major part of which is ſulphureous. — Fifthly, 
That on the banks, or beds of ſome of the torrents, which take their ſource in 
the High Alps, are found fragments of ſtones, reſembling lava, or baſaltes, which brings 
it nearly to a certainty that there have formerly been volcanos in ſome part of thoſe Alps. 


I quiTTED Steinach after ſome few hours repoſe; and, as I arofe betimes, decided 


Fr walking to Schonberg, which is the next poſt, or elſe to proceed to the city of In- 


ſpruck, being induced fo to do by the beauty of the morning, and the ſerenity of the 
atmoſphere, accompanied with a refreſhing breeze after a gentle rain, which had fallen in 
the night; and, from the goodneſs of the road, I concluded it would not be fatiguing; 


more eſpecially as it was on a gradual deſcent to the city. I, therefore, ſet off before the 
| | | early 
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early hours of ſun-riſe had paſſed away. The morning ſpread upon the mountains thoſe 
velvet lights, which ſoon after took a more vivid hue, and the vapours, forming a tranſ- 
parent medium, began to diſcover through their thinner veil a fine purple tint, which had 
overſpread the tops of the mountains; and is one of the moſt pleaſing hues that beautify 
thoſe lofty ſtations. The oppoſite peaks, being covered with ſnow, darted, as it were, 
by the reflection of the ſun-beams, ſparks of fire of variegated colours. All nature 
ſeemed to rejoice at the return of that glorious luminary. The aerial ſongſters had 
already announced his approach by their delightful notes, and the rural inhabitants, by 
buſy preparations for their daily labour. As I approached Mattrey, a ſmall town at 
ſome diſtance from Steinach, the country began to unfold freſh beauties ; the hawthorn, 
every where in bloom, diffuſed the moſt fragrant odor on whatever ſurrounded it. I was 
pleaſed with the bleating of the lambs, who, capering, followed their dams to the neigh- 
bouring meadows, which are particularly beautiful, and run ſhelving from the adjacent 
hills that border the road. Flocks of ſheep were every where hanging on their green 
ſteeps, and herds of cattle occupied the lower grounds. 

Tux cows alſo, by their lowing, ſeemed to invite the milkmaid, in order to repay her 
cares during the winter, To add to the pleaſure of the ſcene, the rural and harmonious 
ſounds of the ofier flute, made uſe of by the Tyroleſe ſhepherds, were heard from the 
neighbouring mountains, as they tended their flocks. Thoſe flutes are of a peculiar con- 
ſtruction ; being no more than one inch and a half in diameter, and five or fix feet in 
length, conveying acroſs the country, through the craggy openings of the adjacent rocks, 
the moſt enchanting ſounds. Every thing around breathed an air ſo calm, and inſpired 
ſuch an idea of being ſequeſtered from the cares and commerce of life, that thoſe ſcenes 
afforded me a thouſand charms; and I felt as if it had been the firſt time of my 
enjoying ſuch happineſs and tranquillity: though, accuſtomed, as I have been, to a 
country fimilar to this, I had frequently experienced the ſame ſenſations. But the 


beauties of nature never ſatiate thoſe who know properly how to value them. Filled 


with admiration at the pictureſque and enchanting views with which I was ſurrounded, 


I advanced much quicker than I imagined, and found myſelf imperceptibly at Mattrey ; 


which, I have already obſerved, is a {mal town, built on the ſpot where formerly ſtood 


the ancient city of Matreium. This city was deſtroyed by the Bavarians about the year 800. 


'The town of Mattrey is ſeated on the banks of the Sill, which flows with great rapidity, 


It is ſheltered on the oppoſite fide by a huge calcareous mountain, which is remark- 


ably ſteep from its very ſummit, and does not contain any marine ſubſtances. Soon after 


quitting that town, I croſſed the ſmall torrent of Langs, whaſe ferruginous water tinges 


of a deep yellow the ſtones which form the bed of the river, as is frequently the caſe. in 


the Alps. On the right I paſſed the road which leads to the city of Hall, on the river 


Q | Inn. 
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Inn. From thence I proceeded to the next poſt, which is Upper Schonberg, to diſtinguiſh 
it from another village of the ſame name at the foot of the mountain. In the neigh- 
bourhood of that village the proſpect is pictureſque and beautiful, owing to its delightful 
and elevated ſituation, being ſeated between the rivers Sill and Stubay, which meet under 
the ancient caſtle of Schonberg, ſo that the view takes in three vallies. The valley of 
Stubay is on the left, and takes its name from a river that croſſes it, which riſes at the 
foot of Bock-Kogl, a tremendous peak, ſcarcely inferior to mount Gefrorne. It is exactly 
oppolite to it, in the ſame latitude, and alſo ſurrounded by extenfive Glaciers; among which 
are the Glamer and the Liſniger, beſides ſeveral whoſe names I am unacquainted with. 

Tais valley extends fourteen miles, is populous and rich in wood and paſturage, 
and ſkreened on each fide by a chain of elevated mountains. From Schonberg the 
deſcent is rapid; but a zigzag road is contrived, that, in ſeveral places, is cut in the 
rock, which is of a lamellated texture, of different ſpecies : the greateſt part, however, 
ſeemed to be a kind of horn-ſtone, which Wallerius terms Corneus fiſſilis mollior ſpe. 143. 

Ar the foot of the mountain, on which Schonberg ſtands, I croſſed the river Stubay, 
on Zoll bridge, and then followed the courſe of the Sill, till I got near the caſtle of 
Sonenberg, which is ſeated between the river and the road. From this ſpot one has an 
extenſive and pleaſing proſpect of the fertile and chearful valley of Inn, in which is built 
the city of Inſpruck. I ſoon found another deſcent, nearly as rapid as the firſt, of more 
than two miles, which ends at the convent of Wilteau, compoſed of a Chapter of regular 
Canons; the Abbot of which is mitred, and a member of the States of Tyrol. The 
building is noble and extenfive, and merits the notice of travellers. It is built where 
formerly ſtood the ancient city of Veldidena, which belonged to the Vennones, a people 
of Rheti (Wiltean, or Weltina, being only a corruption of Veldidena). 

Tus convent is noted for poſſeſſing a number of antiquities; and its library is not 
only extenſive but valuable, containing ſeveral curious manuſcripts. One mile from 
thence is the city of Inſpruck, where I arrived in good time, perfectly ſatisfied with my 
pedeſtrian excurſion, which procured me the opportunity of obſerving many things that 
would have eſcaped my attention in a carriage, or even on horſeback. 

Parox to my deſcription of Inſpruck I ſhall take notice of the different Alpine 
plants I met with in my way hither from the ſummit of the Brenner, and give ſome 
ſlight obſervations which I made on the origin and form of Government of the county 
of Tyrol. | . | 

Ix the environs of Gries, which is the firſt village on deſcending the mount, I found 
the Valeriana Montana, Arnica Scorpioides, Pedicularis Recutita, Centaurea Montana, 
and the Aſtragene Alpina; and, as I approached Steinach, the Lonicera Alpigena, Daphne 
Ceneorum, Daphne Alpina, Iſopyrum Aquilegioides, and the Bartzia Alpina; near 
| „ | Schonberg 
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Schonberg the Valeriana Sexatilis, Pædorata Bonarota, Geniſta Germanica, Tozzia 
Alpina, and the Clematis Recta; in the vicinity of Inſpruck, the Pedicularis Comoſa, 
Prenanthes Purpurea, Anemone Silveſtris, Clematis Integrifolia, and the Aſtragalus 
Campeſtris, &, The county of Tyrol formerly made part of the Rhætian country; 
but, having, towards the fixth century, paſſed under the dominion of the Dukes of 
Bavaria, it was then conſidered as being comprehended in the Norica : nevertheleſs, 
the country, ſituated on the other fide of the Adige, ſtill belonged to the Lombards, 
who were, after ſeveral cruel wars, obliged to cede it to the Bavarians. But, to give a 
clearer idea of the hiſtory of that country, it will be neceſſary to trace it from an 
earlier period. 

AT the commencement of our era, Germany was divided into ſeveral petty States, 
ſubje& to their reſpective chiefs ; but, in conſequence of the fall of the Roman Empire, 
they divided themſelves into fix diſtin& nations, viz. the Swabians and the Germans 
formed one diviſion; the Franconians, the Friſii, the Saxons, the Turingians, and the 
Bavarians, who poſſeſſed the Norican country and a part of the Rhætian, formed the 
other five. 

Tux Franconians having, in the courſe of time, rendered themſelves maſters of the 
Gauls, under the command of their King Clovis, they ſubdued the other five nations, 
and became the only poſſeſſors of Germany; therefore, in the reign of Charlemagne, that 
large tract of country formed only one State, conſidered as an appendage to the Monarchy 
of the Francs. | 

| CHARLEMAGNE, being elected Emperor of the Weſt in 800, conferred, ſoon after, the 
dignity of King of Germany on his ſon Louis I. with the conſent of the States; but 
Louis, before his death, made an equal diviſion of it between his ſons, which occaſioned 
vaſt trouble and confuſion in the kingdom ; and tranquillity was not reſtored till the peace 
of Verdun, in 84.3: in conſequence of which Louis the German obtained that part of the 
kingdom which extends to the Rhine, and was acknowledged King. Since the above 
epoch, it has been conſidered as a ſeparate and independent State. 

Lovis the Younger, his ſon, having ſhared with his two brothers his father's domi- 


nion, retained, for his part, the kingdom of Burgundy ; Charles, ſurnamed Le Gros, 


had Germany; and Carloman, the kingdom of Bavaria. Louis and Carloman dying ſoon -. 


after, Charles reunited, in his perſon, the right to all Charlemagne's poſleſſions ; but, by 
his ill behaviour, and his turbulent and tyrannic diſpoſition, he incenſed both the nobles 
and people at large, who depoſed him in 880, and elected, as King of Germany, 
Arnould, a natural ſon of Carloman's, who was crowned Emperor in 887. After the death 
of Lonks IV. ſurnamed the infant, ſon to Arnould, they elected, in 911, Henry of Saxe, 


ſon to Otton. From that time is traced the origin of the Dutchies of Swabia, Franconia, 


Bavaria, 


>. 
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Bavaria, or Noricaz the laſt (as I have already obſerved) comprehended nearly the whole 
of the Rhætian country. | 

Tuz county of Tyrol, although underſtood as forming part of that province, had, 
nevertheleſs, its particular Seigneurs and Counts, who were abſolute Sovereigns on their 
own lands; being only under an obligation to provide, at their own expence, a certain 
number of troops, in caſe Bavaria ſhould be attacked; or the wants of the State 
ſhould require it. Thoſe Seigneurs were the Counts of Tyrol, Goerz, Eppan, Welten, 
Caſtelbarco, and Arco. The Counts of Andechs and Bavaria, poſſeſſed, as abſolute 
Sovereigns, the city of Inſpruck and Meran, beſides other lands in the vallies of 
Venoſta and Sole. 

Taz Emperor Frederick I. having conferred on theſe Counts the dignity of Duke, 
Berthold III. was the firſt who enjoyed the title. His grandſon, Otton II. dying in 
1248 without male iſſue, his poſſeſſions were divided, and the major part of thoſe that 
were ſituated in the valley of Venoſta, devolved to the Counts Albert of Tyrol, who 
were of the ſame family as thoſe of Gaers. At the death of Albert, in x253, Menard III. 
Count of Gaers, and Gebhard, Count of Hirſchfeld, divided the county between them; 
but, in 1284, Gebhard ceded his part to the Count of Gaerz, for 400 marks. 
Menard IV. having been created Prince of Gaerz in 1286 by the Emperor Rodolphus I. 


who alſo added the country of Carinthia to his poſſeſſions; he relinquiſhed his title, 


and right to the county of Tyrol, to his fon Henry, who ceded it to his daughter 
Margaret, and ſhe bequeathed it, with all her pretenſions, in 1363, to her three uncles, 
Rodolphus, Albert, and Leopald, Duke of Auſtria, which was confirmed to them in 1 364 
by the Emperor Charles IV. 

Trey at firſt met with ſome oppoſition from the Duke of Bavaria; but the Emperor 


obliging him to accept of 116,000 golden florins of the houſe of Auſtria, and relinquiſh 


his pretenſions to the county, he was forced to acquieſce. 


Trxor having thus paſſed into the poſſeſſion of Auſtria, ſeveral of the Princes of that 
houſe became ſovereigns of it: the laſt, who was Sigiſmond Francis, dying in 1665, the 
Emperor Leopold went in perſon to the diet of Inſpruck to receive the oaths of allegiance 
of the States; and, ſince that epoch, the Emperors have taken the title of Count, or 
Prince of Tyrol. 

Tuis principality, or county, is very extenſive, although nearly covered with 
mountains and glaciers. It is included in the Auſtrian circle. Its extent from eaſt to 
welt is two hundred and twenty Engliſh miles; and from north to ſouth one hundred and 
forty. It is bounded on the north by the dutchy of Bavaria, on the eaſt by the arch- 
biſhopric of Salzbourg and part of Carinthia; on the weſt and ſouth by the State of 


Venice, the Griſſons country, the petty ſtate of Voralberg, and the circle of Swabia. . 
I HAvs 
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I Hav included, as belonging to the county, the Biſhopricks of Trent and Brixen, 
the poſſeſſions of the Teutonic order, and of the Princes of Dietrichſtein ; becauſe they 
are not only allies, but under the protection of the county; and in conſequence of which 
they have a ſeat and vote at the different diets held at Inſpruek, contributing alſo 
towards the taxes and exigences of the State. 

THe moſt conſiderable peaks between the primordial chains of mountains that croſs 
the county are, on the ſouth of Inſpruck, the Brenner, or Brenner-Beg, otherwiſe 
Burning-Hill, ſo called by the Tyroleſe, on account of its immenſe height, which 
by attracting the electric fluid, occaſions, in ſummer, moſt tremendous ſtorms. 

On the weſt are the mounts Kaiſer, Arula, and Rhætico. Towards the north the 
Verner, Sallſtein, and Roſe; and towards the eaſt, on the confines of the State of Venice, 
the mounts Selio. 

Tx greateſt part of thoſe mountains are continually covered with ſnow, exhibiting 
large Glaciers, which fill the whole of the higheſt vallies. Thoſe which are the moſt 
extenſive are the Guckler, Schalzer, Roſner, Stuben, Duxer, and Teurferer. 

Ix the neighbourhood of theſe Glaciers are ſound quantities of curious gems, or pre- 
cious ſtones, viz. rock chryſtals of different colours, garnets, rubies, amethyſts, emeralds, 
agats, and cornelians, beſides ſeveral other vitreſcent ſtones, 

Tux inferior range of mountains contain a variety of filver, copper, lead, mercury, iron, 
alum, and ſulphur mines, that are worked with great ſucceſs. There is alſo a gold mine in 
the valley of Zill, which, although not particularly rich in the ore, yet produces more 
than ſufficient to defray the expence of working it. The copper of Tyrol is much 
eſteemed, being deemed remarkably good and eaſy to work; which accounts for their 
having a number of latten or braſs manufactories. Their ſalt mines are alſo valuable, 
abundant, and curious; a deſcription of which I will give hereafter. | 

THzRz are a number of hot baths and mineral ſprings; the moſt frequented are thoſe 
which are fituated in the valley of Volder, Vellrain, and Egerdach, in the vicinity of 
Inſpruck, as alſo thoſe which are in the valley of Velten, and near Meran; thoſe of 
Sexten, in the valley of Puſter, and thoſe of Vinſtgau, beſides others of leſs note. 

Tunis country, being very mountainous, might naturally be ſuppoſed barren and 
uncultivated ; but it is quite the reverſe, for the ſoil yields in general every thing that is 
uſeful and luxurious. The vallies produce vaſt quantities of corn, &c. Thoſe which 
are ſituated to the ſouth furniſh the inhabitants with various ſorts of fruits peculiar to 
the warmeſt climate of Italy, viz. oranges, lemons, olives, grapes,, pomegranates, 
almonds, cheſnuts, &c.: hemp and flax grow there likewiſe in great abundance; and 


the culture of mulberry- trees is general where the climate will admit of it. 
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Taz mountains are rich in paſturage, and abound with wood of different ſorts. They 
breed great quantities of cattle; and Vinſtgau is particularly famous for horſes, . which 


are much admired, although of a middle ſize. 


Tux extenſive and thick foreſts, which cover the ſecondary range of mountains 
and the baſe of the primordial, are filled with wild beaſts; ſuch as bears, wolves, 
foxes, &c. | 

Tux chamois, or wild goat, and the bouquetin, or hircus ſylveſtris, which is another 
ſpecies of goat, not quite as large, of a reddiſh colour, but remarkably ſwift, and. difficult 
to catch, as they leap from rock to rock with the greateſt agility, and inhabit the higheſt 
chain of mountains, which ſerve as a ſupport to the Glaciers. There is alſo another 
animal peculiar to theſe mountains, called ſteinbocks, or rock goats /rupicapre), 
which are excellent to cat. 

Tux greateſt part of Tyrol is convenient for hunting and fiſhing, as it contains abund- 
ance of game; and few countries can boaſt of finer rivers, or better ſtocked with fiſh. 

Mos r of theſe rivers or torrents bring with them from the different mountains duſt, 
or grains of gold, in ſmall quantities. 

Tris country contains twelve cities, eleven boroughs or market- towns, eight hundred 
and ninety-four villages, two biſhopricks, and one hundred and forty-two ſeigneuries, or 


particular juriſdictions. 
BzroxE I enter on a deſcription of their modern form of government, I muſt give a 


ſketch of their character, cuſtoms, and manners. 

Taz T yroleſe in general, as well as moſt of the inhabitants of the Alps, are not 
opulent, yet there are ſcarcely any poor among them. I have travelled through ſeveral 
of their vallies, which extend upwards of teft miles, and have not met with the leaſt 
appearance of wretchedneſs. 8 

Each individual cultivates his own land; and when that is not ſufficient for the 
maintenance of his family, he has recourſe to that induſtry and activity which is natural 
to them all; and endeavours to procure work in the mines, or different manufactories; 
if not ſucceſsful, they quit Tyrol in the quality of hawkers, and convey into other 
countries the produce of their own. 
| Svcn are the little pleaſurable barters of life, when life is governed by ſimplicity 
alone, and the eſtimation in which objects are held is only proportioned to their real utility, 

TRE are tall, ſtrong, and robuſt, as mountaineers are in general; remarkably chearful, 
with great mildneſs and honeſty of character; but keen, with an uncommon ſhare of 
natural underſtanding. They are Roman Catholics, and exceſſively devout, placing not 


only in the .roads, but on their habitations, a number of images, according to the forms 


of 
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of their religion; yet the generality of them are not bigots, for they appear to eſteem 
indiſeriminately all ſtrangers who viſit them, without attending to their different opinions 
on religion: like moſt mountaineers, they are particularly attached to their Prince and 
to their country. | 

In ſhort, whether we conſider the inhabitants of this part of the world, or the country 
itſelf, a traveller will not find it eaſy perhaps to viſit any ſpot where more circumſtances 


concur to gratify a love of natural hiſtory, to enlarge the mind or to intereſt the 


feelings. 
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SECTION VIII. 


CONTINUATION OF THE FORM OF THE TYROLESE GOVERNMENT — DESCRIPTION OF INSPRUCE 


AND THE EXTENSIVE VALLEY OF INN. 


Arraoven the county of Tyrol be conſidered in the general diviſion of Germany 
as included in the Auſtrian circle ; it is proper to obſerve, that it has laws and cuſtoms 
peculiar to itſelf, totally different from the reſt of the provinces belonging to that circle. 

AL affairs relating to the State are tranſacted at the Diet held at Inſpruck, which 
is aſſembled whenever it is deemed neceſſary. The Diet is compoſed of deputies or 
members belonging to the four orders or claſſes which repreſent the nation; conſiſting 
of the church, the nobleſſe, the tiers etats, or citizens, and the peaſants. They are 
choſen from among the fx diſtricts into which the county is divided, viz. the lower 
valley of Inn, the upper valley of the ſame name, the diſtri& of Vinſtgau, that of the 
Adige, of the Eiſach, the valley of Puſter on the confines of Italy. 

Tux Diet, when aſſembled, has a right to deliberate on whatever relates to the general 


good of the county; and has alſo the power of levying taxes, &c. When the Prince, 


or Sovereign, in time of war, finds it neceſſary to lay any extra impoſts on the people, 


he applies directly to the Diet; and, each time that ſupplies are granted him, he makes a 
kind of acknowledgment, or declaration, that it is without prejudice to the privileges of 
the county. | 

Tus Diet alſo has the power of raiſing troops when the States of Tyrol are in danger 
of bang attacked. That province enjoys ſeveral privileges and exemptions which their 
ſovereigns have never attempted to infringe, the people having amply deſerved them, by 
their courage and ſteady attachment to the houſe of Auſtria. | 

In time of war they all bear arms, and themſelves guard their defiles. The 
French, although ſuperior in numbers, and commanded by moſt excellent officers, 
experienced a ſevere repulſe from the Tyroleſe at the beginning of the preſent century: 
for they defended the different paſſes of the Tridentine Alps with the greateſt bravery, 
and prevented the enemy from entering Italy that way, as they propoſed doing. The 


French loſt alſo vaſt numbers of their troops near the city of 'Trent. 


T States furniſh one regiment, which bears the name of the county: half of which 


*. 


is garriſoned at Inſpruck; the other half does duty with the Auſtrian troops. 
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1 chief, or head of the Diet, takes the title of Prefect, who ought, according to 
the laws of the county, to be elected by the repreſentatives of the four eſtates, from 
among the clergy or nobleſſe; but the Biſhops of Trent, or Brixen, occupy that 
dignity alternately. 

_ Taz taxes, or impoſts, which are levied in the county, as alſo the ſums ariſing from the 
produce of the different mines belonging to the Sovereign, are paid at the Receiver-general's 
office in the Chancery, which is a large building, compoſed of ſeveral diſtinct petty offices. 

Tx1s province grants annually 80, ooo florins to Auſtria, for the maintenance of 
the army. | 

Tux city of Inſpruck, or Anipontum, is the capital of Tyrol, pleaſantly ſituated on 
the river Inn, which crofles it, and gives it a lively appearance. It is not extenſive, 
but well built. Its ſuburbs, which are conſiderably larger than the city, are uniform; 
the ſtreets wide, and the houſes both handſome and convenient. Its elevation above the 
level of the ſea is 1,410 feet. 

As Inſpruck is the ſeat of the preſentation of the Aulic Chamber, and where all 
public affairs, relating to the High and Interior Auſtria, - are reviſed : it is populous, 


and particularly chearful during the meeting of the Diet. 


Tux Chamber of Finance, which was formerly a palace belonging to the ancient 


counts of Tyrol, termed by the people, the houſe with the golden roof, becauſe the 
lead which covers it is gilt, deſerves notice. It was built about the fifteenth century 


by Frederick, Duke of Auſtria. 


In the garden belonging to the above palace is a beautiful equeſtrian figure, in 


bronze, much larger than life, repreſenting the Archduke Leopold. The horſe is in the 
attitude of leaping, and is only ſupported on his hind feet. 

Taz Church of the order of Cordeliers, which was alſo built in the fifteenth century 
by the Emperor Ferdinand I. is deſerving the attention of travellers. It contains a 
noble and ſuperb Mauſoleum of white marble, erected in honour of the Emperor 
Maximilian I. with various ornaments and baſs-reliefs, well executed, expreſſive of the 
courageous exploits of that Prince. There are alſo a number of ſtatues repreſenting 


the moſt celebrated perſons of both ſexes belonging to the houſe of Auſtria, There is 


another mauſoleum in the fame church, ſimple, but worthy remark, built by the | 


Emperor Ferdinand I. for his wife Philippina Welſer. The various gold and filver 


ornaments which have been given to that church by individuals is aſtoniſhing: among 


other rich gifts, is the figure of the Archduke Joſeph, in gold, as large as a new-born 


infant, a donation of the Empreſs Maria Thereſa, immediately after his birth, in 1741. 
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Tues are ſeveral other public edifices that merit attention, the New Palace in parti- 
cular, which has been lately repaired, belonging to the aunt of the preſent King of 
Hungary, and fiſter to the late Emperor Leopold. 

Tun State Houſe and the Regent's Palace are magnificent. The Religious Houſe 
belonging to the Canoneſſes, inſtituted by the Empreſs Maria Thereſa, after the death of 
her huſband Francis I. the Opera-Houſe, the grand Manege, or Riding-Houſe, and the 
Arſenal ought not to paſs unnoticed. 

Tuis city cannot boaſt of its great antiquity; for, in 1234, it was only a large 
borough. Otto I. gave it the rights of a city, and granted moſt of the privileges it now 
enjoys: the city of Meran, in the valley of Venoſta, being till then the capital. 

Taz Univerſity, which bears the name of Cæſarea Leopoldina, was built by the 
Emperor Leopold I. in 1672; but Auſtria is indebted to Maria Thereſa (who may 


literally be ſtyled the patroneſs of arts and learning), for the rapid progreſs they made 


in that Archdutchy; as it muſt be attributed to the great encouragement they received 
from her. She formed the library of Inſpruck, and cauſed the books that were in the 
caſtle of Ambras (which were numerous, and conſiſted of ſeveral valuable manuſcripts) 
to be removed to that univerſity. In order to enlarge the collection, and make it ſtill 
more complete, ſeveral were ſent from the library of Vienna, which added conſiderably 
to its value. It is worth notice, and is open at all hours; acceſs is cafily obtained by 
applying to one of the directors. | 

I MusT now mention ſome few excurſions I had occaſion to make in the neighbour- 
hood of that city, which I always recolle& with infinite ſatisfaction, and which enabled 
me to judge of the goodneſs and hoſpitality of the inhabitants. 

Tux firſt place I intended viſiting was the city of Hall, in order to examine the 
falt mines, and then proceed to Mount Salzberg, or Mountain of Salt; at the foot of 
which that city is built. In my way thither I croſſed the Inn, immediately on leaving 
Inſpruck ; and, following the courſe of the river, I paſſed through ſeveral rich and 
beautiful meadows, adorned with fruit trees, and watered by a number of ſmall rivulets, 
which deſcended from the adjacent mountains. At other times my road led me acroſs 
extenſive fields of hops and flax intermixed; for the valley of Inn not containing any 
vineyards, the inhabitants, inſtead of wine, drink a kind of beer, made in the country, 
not of ſo deep a colour as what is brewed in London, but nearly as ſtrong and as 
palatable. _ | | | 

Tut diſtance from Inſpruck to Hall being only ſeven or eight miles, and the road leyel 


all the way, I was not long before I reached it. 
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Tuis city is exceedingly pretty, and pleaſantly ſeated on the banks of the Inn. It is 
not ſo extenſive as Inſpruck, but more commercial. Its buildings are ſuperior, and 
more regular: among which is the Mint, which is large and well built. The die with 
which they ſtamp their coin is curious; and it is the only place where I have ſeen the 
machine by which the operation of coining is performed worked by means of water. 

Taz building where the proceſs of cleanſing and whitening the falt is carried on is 
worthy of notice, and it is effected in the following manner: —They evaporate by ebul- 
lition the freſh water from the brine, which is made by throwing into pits dug for that 
purpoſe, on mount Salzberg, a quantity of foſſil falt and earth, found in a mixt ſtate, 
on that ſpot, in great abundance. Theſe pits, which are then filled with freſh water, 
ſerve to decompound thoſe ſaline ſubſtances; for the earth, precipitated by its gravity to 
the bottom, leaves the water impregnated with the ſaline particles, which are conveyed 
from thence to Hall by wooden pipes, into ſeveral large coppers of nine feet in diameter, 
fixed in the building abovementioned. The water being thus totally evaporated, the 
ſalt is extracted from the coppers by a kind of rake. There are many people employed 
about it, and the whole proceſs is carried on with great regularity. 

Taz falt mines of Salzberg, more generally known by the name of Hall, are particu- 
larly rich, as the greateſt part of the mount is compoſed of foſſil falt and earth intermixed, 
termed by Wallerius Muria foſſilis lapide mineraliſata vel ſal cedrum ſpe. 188, I brought 
from thence two beautiful cryſtals of foſſil ſalt; one of them a light blue, and the other 
a reddiſh yellow of the ſpecies of /al gemmæ ſolidum. 

Tussz mines are ſuppoſed to yield annually to the Emperor upwards of 200,000 rix- 
dollars, clear of all expences. 

Taz baſe of mount Salzberg is compoſed of a kind of gypſeous or ſelenite ſpar, or 
ſpatum gypſeum, of a greyiſh colour, or white, covered in ſeveral places with large beds of 
lamellated ſchiſtus; but its ſummit contains a ſpecies of calcareous glimmer ſtone, which 
often ſpreads through the gypſeous ſtrata to the bottom of Weiſenbach, eaſt of the mount. 

Tuis valley, which is remarkably narrow, and the direct road to the mines, is curious, 


from the extreme variation and inclination of the different ſtrata of the lateral mountains. 


A ſmall torrent flows through the center of the yalley, and makes a moſt frightful noiſe in. 


deſcending rapidly from rock to rock till it falls into the Inn. 
In aſcending mount Salzberg, about half way up, we find a ſmall chapel, called st. 
Magdalene, ſituated at the entrance of two ſmall yallies, the moſt romantic and pictureſque 
imaginable. 
Taz one towards the weſt leads to the ſalt mines. Its ſoil is a kind of gypſeous or 
ſelenite ſpar, of a grey or reddiſh colour, intermixed with beds of calcareous glimmer 
ſtone. This ſpot merits more attention than it was in my power to beſtow, owing to 
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ReTurNinG through Hall, I again crofled the Inn, and paſſed by the hot baths of 
Egerdach, which are midway between that city and Inſpruck. I then continued my 
route below the caſtle of Ambras, which I propoſed viſiting the next morning. 

ALTHOUGH my excurſion to the caſtle was not attended with a degree of ſatisfaction 
equal to what I experienced at the ſalt mines, I muſt not omit ſome particulars, as it 
certainly contains many things worth notice. I quitted Inſpruck early the next morning, 
and took the road by which I entered the city in deſcending the Brenner, and directed my 
courſe towards the convent of Wilteau (which I have already deſcribed). I paſſed it on the 
left, and followed a road at the foot of a charming hill, which is the baſe of the high 
chain of the Brenner, covered with firs to the ſummit: I had not gone far, when I heard 
a tremendous noiſe reſembling a water-fall, which increaſed conſiderably as I approached 


the caſtle : but, not ſeeing the leaſt appearance of a river, I could not account. for the 


violent guſh of water which I now heard perfectly diſtin; till, proceeding round a ſmall 


rock, which projected into the plain, where I then was, I perceived a moſt beautiful 


caſcade, formed by the waters of the Sill, which, precipitating themſelves with great 


rapidity from the ſummit of huge rocks, through thick tufts of firs and larch trees. (in 


which that country abounds) preſented a magnificent and pleaſing object. From thence 
I ſoon reached the foot of a ſmall hill, on which is built the caſtle of Amras, or Ambras. 


This edifice, which is at no great diſtance from Inſpruck, was formerly the reſidence: of 


the Archdukes of Auſtria, It is the opinion of ſeveral writers, that it was built by -the 


Archduke Ferdinand ; but it is without doubt of much greater antiquity; fince it is 


proved that, in 1138, Henry, Duke of Bavaria, took it from Frederick, Duke of Swabia, 


his brother-in-law, by force of arms. 


Tuis caſtle is extenſive, and kept in good repair by the preſent Archdukes. It con- 


tains ſeveral valuable and curious antiquities. There is a beautiful hall, which ſerves as 


an armoury: it being a repoſitory for the different kinds of arms made uſe of ſince the 
time of the Romans, either in their battles or tournaments. In the ſame hall are like- 


wiſe upwards of two hundred horſes, curiouſly carved- in wood, as large as life, with 


their Knights equipped in armour from head to foot, repreſenting their greateſt heroes 


for more than fixteen centuries. Their portraits, arms, and trophies are alſo ſhewn. 


I wiLL not attempt to enter into a minute deſcription of the great variety of curioſities 


contained in the caſtle, as it would carry me too far. I muſt however juſt notice, that 


there are ſeveral cabinets, arranged with care and taſte, conſiſting, of medals, gems, 


foſſils, ſhells, birds, &c. The paintings are alſo numerous, ſo that I particularly recom- 
mend the caſtle of Ambras to the inſpection of either the naturaliſt or artiſt. ; 


Bronx I quit Inſpruck; I muſt not omit giving a deſcription of the valley of Inn, in 


which that city is built. It forms two diviſions of the county, viz, Upper and Lower 
Inn; 
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Inn; and it extends from north-eaſt to ſouth-weſt. This valley is one of the moſt 
extenſive, beſt cultivated, and populous of the Alps. It contains three hundred and 
twenty villages and hamlets, beſides a number of caſtles and convents. It produces corn, 
ſalt, wood, and game, in great abundance. The ſoil is favourable to the culture of flax 
and hops. The inhabitants breed vaſt quantities of cattle. Minerals of different ſorts 
are found in ſeveral places. | C 

Tux river Inn, or Enns, from which it derives its name, flows in the center of the 
valley for upwards of thirty miles. It takes its ſource at the foot of mount St. Jule, in 
the country of the Griſons, and throws itſelf into the Danube, near Paſſean. 

Tux banks of this river are ſo fertile, and its views ſo pictureſque, that they recal 
the idea of the enchanting borders of the Brenta in the environs of Padua. In many 
places theſe are however ſuperior; for the beauties of nature here appear with more 
majeſty and grandeur, owing to that high and tremendous chain of rocky mountains 


which ſerves to limit the valley. Its width, in many parts, is from four to five miles; 


in others it is ſo contracted that there is ſcarcely room for more than the bed of the 
river which meanders between a number of hills, highly cultivated and wooded, that 
appear the firſt ſtep towards the ſuperior chain of mountains. | 

ON the ſummit of many of theſe hills are ſmall villages, moſt agreeably fituated, 
whoſe ſteeples, covered with tin, ſhine through the tufts of trees, forming a pleaſing 
contraſt with the ſable hue of the hill: and the ſoft vapour which covered the bottom 
of the valley (particularly at ſun-ſet), preſented to the eye a moſt finiſhed landſcape, 
worthy the pencil of Claude Lorraine. 

Ar other times, the ſcene changing, offered unexpectedly a view of the ruins of an 
ancient caſtle, ſeen in the back ground, on the edge of huge rocks; the baſe of which 
was concealed by firs and larch trees, whitened by the vapour iſſuing from a caſcade 
or a torrent, precipitating down the ſummit of the neighbouring mountains. A ſtriking 
inſtance of the inſtability of human productions. Our nobleſt works are liable to decay; 
whilſt thoſe of nature ſeem daily to regenerate and reſume freſh beauty. 

I $HALL always recolle& with pleaſure and ſatisfaction an excurſion I made with my 
inn-keeper's ſon, a decent, amiable young man, and well informed in lithology. He had 
ſhewn me his collection, which was extenſive and well choſen, conſiſting of every ſpecies 
of marble of that country, as likewiſe cryſtals and vitreſcent ſtones, found in the vicinity 
of the Glaciers. | 

His propoſal was for me to accompany him to a ſmall country houſe belonging to his 
father, ſituated on a hill which commanded the greateſt part of the valley, and from 
which the view of the adjacent country was extenſive. I accepted his offer with 
pleaſure, and determined on going the day preceding my departure. 
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Havins ſet off, as we propoſed, we directed our courſe northward, and aſcended a hill 
compoſed of ſchiſtus. In about an hour we arrived at St. Maria, the ſmall village where 
the good man's cottage ſtood, I was ſtruck with its fimplicity and neatneſs. It occu- 
pied a bold eminence, richly adorned with wood; was ſmall, but extremely complete; 
built of wood, painted of a dark-green colour, and thatched. A large gallery projected 
on the outſide, towards the declivity of the hill, covered and painted the ſame as the 
reſt of the cottage, but beautifully ornamented with a variety of Alpine plants, 

From hence the view was not only extenſive but enchantingly diverſified. I had not 
ſeen any to compare to it, except at Salanche, in Savoy, from a fimilar ſituation, when 
turned towards the bottom of the valley of the ſame name, which is terminated by mount 
Blanc: for although that mountain is more elevated than thoſe which compoſe the Brenner, 
and that here limit the horizon, yet that view is not ſo extenſive as this. 

N OTHING can be more pleaſing than the contraſt between the rugged and furrowed peaks 
of that tremendons chain of mountains ſeen in the back ground inceſſantly covered with 
ſnow, and the rich and fertile meadows of the valley of Inn, its adjacent hills clothed 
with cattle, and fields yielding fruit, corn, and hops, in abundance. 

IT appeared like enchantment, and as though I had been tranſported imperceptibly 
from the frozen regions of Norway to the delightful valley of Piedmont or Lombardy. 

Having ſtaid nearly an hour, I quitted with regret that charming ſpot; but not till I 


had taken' a drawing of the cottage and its gallery. With regard to the proſpect, the 


attempt would have been beyond my abilities; for there are many objects in nature which 


we muſt content ourſelves to admire, without daring to imitate them. 


In my way back to the Inn, I added to my collection of Plants the Clematis Recta, the 
Lactuca Perennis, the Prenanthes Purpurea, the Iris Graminea, the Cineraria Helenitis, 
&c. The remainder of the day I paſſed in arranging my plants, the various acquiſitions I 
had made of ſtones, foſſils, &c. ſince I had been at Inſpruck, many of which had 
been given me by the inhabitants, of whoſe urbanity, hoſpitality, and good-humour, I 


ſhall ever retain the moſt flattering remembrance. 
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SECTION IX. 


DEPARTURE FROM INSPRUCK —DESCRIPTION OF THE MINES AT NASSEREIT —BARRIER OP 


TYROL— ARRIVAL AT FUSSEN, IN SWABIA, 


I: was near twelve before I quitted Inſpruck, intending to paſs the night at the 
village of Naſſereit, thirty miles from that city. The road, great part of the way, 
follows nearly the courſe of the river Inn on one fide; and; on the other, a continued 


range of ſmall hills, compoſed of ſchiſtus, of which ſome are in large ſtrata, and others 


lamellated, farming different angles with the horizon. 

Tux thin ſtrata of lamellated ſchiſtus, in ſome of thoſe hills, are almoſt perpendicular 
in others they form portions of eccentric circles. Some of them efferveſce in a ſmall 
degree with acids, and contain impreſſions of exotic plants. 

Tuis inferior range of hills ſerves to ſkreen the baſe of the chain of mountains, whoſe 
arid and rugged peaks appear to be formed of granite. 

Ar three miles from Inſpruck lies the White Valley, ſo called from its containing 
large quarries of white gypſeous ſtones. It is narrow; and its direction extends from 
north to ſouth, forming nearly a right angle with the courſe of the river. This valley is 
terminated by the baſe of mount Sollſtein, which is an enormous mountain of granite, 
and part of the Verner. | | 

Tux road from thence is by the fide of a long chain of perpendicular rocks, upwards 
of two hundred feet high, and one mile in length. They are called St. Martin's Wands, 
i. e. the Wall of St. Martin. On the higheſt of theſe rocks is a niche, in which is placed 
a croſs with a ſtatue on each ſide of it. The croſs is ſuppoſed to be upwards of forty 
feet high; but, from its extreme height, it does not ſeem to exceed four feet. 

Ir was erected by Maximilian I. in commemoration of his fortunate eſcape, having 
nearly loſt his life on that ſpot, when in purſuit of a chamois, or wild goat, 

Tun inhabitants, who are rather ſuperſtitious, relate a number of extraordinary ſtories; 
among the reſt that an angel having appeared to the Emperor, had indicated a path by 
which he avoided the danger that threatened him: but Hertius, in his Hiſtory of 
Germany, tells us, that the Emperor, being eager in the chace, incautiouſly followed 


the animal amongſt theſe craggy rocks, where he remained twenty-four hours, without 


ſeeing 
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ſceing the leaſt chance of extricating himſelf: but being accidentally perceived from a 

neighbouring valley by a young ſhepherdeſs; ſhe inſtantly told her brother, who, fetching 

ſome cords, ran to his aſſiſtance, and, with much labour and fatigue, reſcued him from 

inevitable death. 

3 THtss rocks are calcareous, having their ſtrata nearly parallel to the horizon, except 

7 in the environs of the valley of Ehe, where they incline conſiderably. T hey are a kind 

of calcareous /cintillans firatoſus griſeus. 5 
Soo after croſſing this ſmall valley, I arrived at the charming village of Zirl, which 


is moſt pleaſantly ſituated at the entrance of the valley of Schlofs, where unite four 
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capital roads, to Bavaria, Swabia, the Griſons country, and the city of Inſpruck. It is 
likewiſe near the Banks of the Inn, which form in that part a moſt pictureſque ſcene. 
Havins left the road to Bavaria on the right, the next place I came to was Dirſchen- 
bach, three miles from Zirl, and nine from Inſpruck. This ſmall hamlet is ſeated at 
the entrance of the valley Nieder, in the middle of a plain, rich in corn and paſturage. 
Tux next village is Telfs, which lies at the baſe of the eaſtern extremity, of a long 


chain of mountains, called Munde, whoſe direction runs nearly from eaſt to weſt, 


forming, nevertheleſs, a portion of a circle, of which the curve faces the north. 

From the center of that grand chain of granite riſes mount Frairen Schritt, the higheſt 

peak of that extenſive range, which, by its elevation, commands the inferior chain of 
the Verner. | 
_ Tazsz inferior mountains appear from the valley indiſcriminately to incline towards 
— that particular point, and ſeem moſtly covered with calcareous ſtrata, ſimilar to thoſe 
which cover the greateſt part of the Brenner. 
O quitting Telfs the road no longer follows the courſe of the Inn, but leads to the 
353 _— north. At three miles from thence is the hamlet of Miemingen, which is pictureſque, 
= = 1 | rural, and agrecably ſituated in the center of a plain, of a circular form, of which the 
5 | northern extremity is terminated by mount Luden Kopflen, cut nearly perpendicular, 
concealing the baſe of mounts Miemingen and Frauen. 

Fzxom Miemingen to Naſſereit, which is the third poſt from Inſpruck, the road is on a 
continual aſcent, and its views diverſified by prominent rocks, and grounds finely broken 
and adorned. Sometimes it leads through contracted vallies, richly ſhaded with thick 


tufts of trees, whoſe deep umbrage diffuſes a coolneſs and ſerenity, producing the 


moſt pleaſing ſenſations. * EEE | - 
Ar other times the appearance'of a huge tremendous rock ſeemed to bar the paſſage, 

or a caſcade deſcending rapidly from a neighbouring mountain appeared as if it would 

check all progreſs by the ſtrong current of its limpid waters, or by the vapours that natu- _ 

rally ariſe from the waters daſhing with ſuch velocity from rock to rock. 4 
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Tur major part of theſe mountains, or at leaſt the ſecondary range, are compoſed of 
{chiſtus, or horn-ſtone; ſome of them hard, others lamellated, of the ſpecies of cornews 
fffilis mollior. Soon after ſun-ſet I arrived at Naſſereit, a village remarkably well built; 

and, from its deſirable fituation, it increaſes daily in conſequence and extent. It is ſeated 
in the valley Gurgel, near the torrent of the ſame name; and is particularly rich in 

| filver, lead, copper, and iron mines. The moſt confiderable are thoſe of Teugenſtin, 
Dirſchendritt, Reiſenſchuch, and St. Veil. 

FinvinG that this village was Gtuated in one of the higheſt vallies belonging to the 
ſecondary chain of the Alps, I was determined to take its elevation, and found that it 
was nearly 2340 feet above the level of the ſea, or 930 above the city of Inſpruck. 

Ox leaving Naſſereit I croſſed the torrent Gurgel. The valley then becomes ſo narrow 
that one ſeems at a loſs how to get out of it: however, a very rapid aſcent conducts one 
into a ſmall but elevated plain, where ſtands the caſtle of Vernſtein. 

Tus chain of mountains which borders the above valley is extremely high; for the 
back range is continually covered with ſnow. 

Mos r of them are compoſed of granite, the ſtrata of which are perfectly diſtinct, inclin- 
ing to the caſt. 

Taz lower range differs conſiderably in elevation. Some of them are formed of 
ſchiſtus horn-ſtone, or a ſpecies of calcareous lamellated ſtone, 

On the right, near the caſtle of Vernſtein, are found large banks of ſand-ſtone, or cos 
edificialis, of a blueiſh colour, which is ſoft when firſt taken out of the quarry, but ſoon 
hardens when expoſed to the air. This ſtone efferveſces in a ſmall degree with acids; or, 
more properly, this is the caſe with the glutinous parts which cement the ſand and compoſe 
that ſpecies of ſtone. - This bed of ſtrata appears to form the bottom of the ſmall lake 
of Sigmundſburg: for ſtrata of the ſame kind are viſible on the oppoſite fide of the lake, 


which takes its name from a large ancient caſtle, fituated nearly in its center, ſtanding 


on the lonely peak of a huge rock, that ſeems ſtarting from the midſt of its limpid 


waters, This caſtle, from its tremendous fituation, appears inacceſſible, It is of a 


Gothic form, and flanked by four round towers, | 

Tus caſtle of Vernſtein is partly ancient and partly modern, nevertheleſs, it ſerves as 
the key to the defile. It is well fortified, and its ſituation ftrikes the traveller with 
ſurprize, being on the edge of an enormous rock, ſhelving over a frightful precipice, 
through which runs the torrent Klans, making a moſt hideous noiſe. It is neceſſary to 
croſs this precipice, in order to get into the road, which paſſes through the outward 
yard of the caſtle, over a wooden bridge of extreme height, which is demoliſhed in 
time of war to cut off all communication. The road paſſing as it were through the 
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caſtle, every traveller is required to ſhew his paſſport to the commanding officer belong- 
ing to the detachment, which the houſe of Auſtria always keeps there in garriſon. 
Having croſſed a ſmall guard-houſe, half a mile from the caſtle, the deſcent becomes 
rapid, and the mountains, which contract the valley, are ſo ſteep and ſo high that it has 
been found neceſſary to erect a parapet along the road in ſeveral places, to render it leſs 


dangerous to travellers. 


I eursUED my route by the fide of three ſmall lakes, which nearly fill the bottom 
of a charming plain, about two miles in -extent, ſurrounded by ſeveral hills, covered 
with Alpine trees. A number of ſmall caſcades, which deſcend from the neighbouring 
mountains, mix their tranſparent waters with thoſe of the lakes Blind-See, Mitter-See, 
and Weiſen- See; the latter of which I croſſed, and proceeded to the filver mines of 
Silber Leute, which lie at the foot of mount Sonnenſpiz, and I then paſſed through the 
village of Byberbier, noted for its hot mineral ſprings, which are aluminous and ſulphu- 
reous. Not far from hence is the village of Lermos, which is the next poſt. It is 
particularly ſwampy, although ſeated on an eminence, owing to the exceſſive height of 
the ſurrounding mountains, which renders the ſmall valley in which that village is built 


a receptacle for the waters, which deſcend rapidly on all ſides. 


Tu moſt conſiderable mountains on the eaſt of Lermos are the Wetterſchrofen, the 
Tiefen, and the Blattach, always covered with ſnow. The laſt has an extenſive 
Glacier belonging to it, called Blattacher Ferner. Theſe mountains are a continuation 


of the chain of the Verner. On the ſouth-weſt are the mounts Grubacher, Nieden, 


Bleyſpiz, &c.: this ſecondary chain is leſs elevated than the other, being moſtly covered 


with trees, except the high and rugged peak of the Gartner. 


Ox leaving Lermos the road is on an aſcent the whole way to the village of Wengle, at 


which place the valley widens conſiderably, and then a continued deſcent leads to Fuſſen. 


Tun road being particularly ſteep from Naſſereit, I preferred walking to Buchlbach, a 


charming village between Lermos and Heiterwang; for the horſes going ſlowly, on 


account of the heavy aſcent, I ſoon got before them, and by thoſe means had an oppor- 


tunity of enjoying the moſt rural, charming, and pictureſque ſcenes. 

By way of giving a juſt idea of the character and amuſements of the happy inhabitants 
of this country, I muſt not omit the deſcription of a fete champdtre I was witneſs to 
in my way from the above village, and in which I very unexpectedly participated. 

IT is cuſtomary among the young Tyroleſe, whilſt paying their addrefles to a favourite 


laſs, to place, or plant a tree at the door of her habitation, which is generally a ſpecies 


of fir, called in that country May, or Tree of the Feaſt. It is found in great abundance 
on the adjacent hills which ſurround their villages. They conſequently take the largeſt 


they 
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they can carry, peel off the bark, and ſtrip it of its branches, leaving juſt enough towards 
the top to form a kind of bouquet, to which is hung garlands of flowers, tied together 
with ſtrings, or ribbands of the colour moſt worn by the young woman; for the colour 
ſerves to diſtinguiſh the favourite, in caſe there ſhould be ſeveral daughters in the ſame 
houſe ; as alſo by way of declaration to the young men of the adjacent villages that no new 
ſuitor can be admitted, 

Tun day on which the tree is placed is their grand gala, as their union is then looked 
upon as certain. Both families meet; fathers, mothers, and grandfathers, are not for- 
gotten, who frequently travel a great way to ſhare the happineſs of their children. 

Txis rural feſtivity takes place twice a year, till the marriage is celebrated: many 
happy unions are formed by means of theſe innocent and agreeable amuſements; and 
they contribute in a great meaſure to the natural good-humour and ſprightlineſs which 
characterize the Tyroleſe. : 

Tax gala I was witneſs to was ſimilar to what I have deſcribed; for, ſoon after quitting 
Buchlbach, I perceived in a meadow, at ſome diſtance from the road, a concourſe of 
people aſſembled near a cottage. Having ſtopped a few moments to ſatisfy my curioſity, 
I plainly diſcerned a group of young folk, collected round a tree, decorated with 
flowers, executing dances peculiar to their country; ſuch as walſes, allmandes, &c. to the 
ſound of their favourite muſic, which is a kind of clarion, accompanied by the oſier flute 

mentioned in a former ſection. The old people were ſeated on wooden benches of a ſemi- 
circular form at the front of the houſe, and ſeemed equally to enjoy the pleaſures of the 
day, forming altogether a ſubje& worthy the pencil of Teniers. | 

Nor being as yet ſufficiently gratified, I entered the meadow, when two of the young 
men, perceiving me, immediately came up with' great courteſy, inviting me to accept of 
ſome refreſhment and join their party; but, finding that I did not clearly underſtand 
them, as they ſpoke German, one of them fetched a venerable old man, who repeated 
the ſame ſolicitations in Italian, with ſo much cordiality and aood-bamovr, that I found 
myſelf. obliged to acquieſce. During the ſhort ſtay I made with them, I gained the 
above intelligence. Indeed I could have wiſhed to have lengthened my viſit, in order 
to inform myſelf more particularly in regard to the cuſtoms and manners of the country, 
being perſuaded that by converſing with that honeſt claſs of people one frequently gains 
much neceſſary information towards juſtly characterizing the inhabitants of a country. 
After accepting of ſome refreſhments, which they offered in profuſion, I took my leave, 
thanking them for their cordial welcome, without daring to offer payment; fearing to 
receive an anſwer fimilar to that given by a country woman of Contamine (a village on 


the road to the Glaciers in Savoy) to Mr. De Sauſſure, who, wiſhing to pay for ſome pears 
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which he had picked up from under a tree, belonging to this good woman, Eat 
« them, ſaid ſhe, and welcome: it was not for payment that I came hither. He 
te that ſupplied us with that fruit, did not ſend it for me only.“ See Mr. De Sauſſure's 
Voyage in the Alps, vol. ii. p. 142. 

Tartss honeſt mountaineers have not ſtudied, it is true, what is generally ſtyled the 


| Graces, or the arts and manners of poliſhed life: but to make up for that deficiency they 


are free from the diſſimulation and unfeeling ſelfiſhneſs, which are the general growth of 
populous cities. Their happineſs does not conſiſt in profuſion or expenſive pleaſures, 
but in the bleſſings of nature, which they know how to value, and which coſt them 
nothing, whilſt the latter pay dear for their tranſitory and unſatisfactory enjoyments. 

Tux diſtance from Wengle to Buchlback does not exceed three miles; and the road is 
on a rapid deſcent to the village of Heiterwang, which is pleaſantly fituated, although 
ſurrounded by calcareous mountains, ſome of them tolerably high. 

TI Leer this village, which is extenſive, and ſeated almoſt on the banks of a charming 
lake, of the ſame name, which communicates with another much larger, of an irregular 
form, and particularly romantic, called Plan See; and I croſſed the Lachen, a ſmall 
torrent that flows at the extremity of a valley, through which I had paſſed in my 
way to Haiterwang. 

Tux road again becomes very much contracted by the lateral mountains, which form a 
defile, ſtrengthened by fortifications at the bottom of the valley, and commanded by a 
fortreſs, ſeated on an eminence called Hochſchang. The two ranges of mountains which 
form its ſkreens approach ſo near that there is but juſt room for the road, ſo that one is 
perfectly immured between them. 

Tux fortreſs of Hochſchang, which from its ſituation appears inacceſſible, was taken 
in the war of Smalcalde by the chief of the allies, in 1546, and afterwards by Maurice, | 
Elector of Saxony, who was at the head of the league againſt Charles V. in 1552, com- 
poſed of the Elector 7 Brandebourg, the Duke of Wirtemberg, the Count Palatine of 
the Rhine, beſides other Princes, | | 

Tus pretence of the war was to liberate the Landgrave of Heſſe, who was retained 
priſoner by the Emperor. The allies, having rendered themſelves maſters of the defile 
of Ehrenberg, and taken poſſeſſion of its fortifications, marched to Inſpruck, where they 
were very near making the Emperor and,his brother Ferdinand priſoners; who, relying 
entirely on the ſtrength of their citadels, &c. (at that time badly ſupplied with proviſions), 
were actually fitting down to dinner, when they were informed, that the EleQor and 


his army were at the gates of the city. They had ſcarce time to eſcape and ſave them- 


ſelves at Paſſeau, where they ſoon collected an army, and forced thoſe Princes to agree 
to 


- 
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to an accommodation. What is moſt ſingular is, that the allies partook of the dinner 
intended for the Emperor and his brother. 

Having paſſed the fortifications at Ehrenberg, I arrived at Reitti, an extenſive 
village, ſeated on the banks of the river Lech. From thence to Kniepaſs (which is a 
ſmall fortreſs) the valley widens, and the mountains decreaſe conſiderably in height, ſo 
that near that defile one may fix the termination of the ſecondary mountains and the 
commencement of the third order, which continue till we approach Fuſſen. This fortreſs 
is on the banks of the river Lech, and at the foot of mount Seiling, which ſerves to 
defend Tyrol on the ſide of Swabia. The valley again widens, and the road follows the 
courſe of the beautiful river Lech, till one arrives at the ſmall village of Zoll, near which 
is the cataract of the Lech: not far from thence one quits the ſtates of Tyrol to enter the 
circle of Swabia; and within a mile of the city of Fuſſen ſtands a croſs, placed on an 
eminence contiguous to the road, which marks the limit of the Tyroleſe ſtates. 

FiousszN is very ancient, and was formerly called Oppidum Faucenſe; it is well built, the 
ſtreets are tolerably wide and regular, and it is conſidered as one of the handſomeſt cities in 
the biſhopric of Augſbourg. Its trade is conſiderable, and particularly in leather, 
Bronx I conclude this abridgment of my Travels through the Rhætian Alps and the 
county of Tyrol, I muſt caution thoſe of my readers who propoſe going from Germany 
to Italy, to provide themſelves with a paſſport, in order to prevent any obſtacle to their 
paſſing from one ſtate to the other; for, at the firſt barrier, on entering the county of 
Tyrol, which is Kniepaſs, the paſſport muſt be ſigned by the principal officer belonging 
to the detachment then in garriſon, and again at the ſmall city of Reitti, where permiſ- 
ſion is granted for paſſing through the fortifications of Ehrenberg, without which it is 
impoſſible to proceed, as the orders of the State are very ſtrict, that they may be informed 
of the rank and number of people that enter the county. 

I 8I1NCERELY wiſh that this haſty ſketch of obſervations, made in my laſt excurſion to 


the Alps, was more uſeful and intereſting, particularly to the amateurs in natural hiſtory, 


and to thoſe who intend viſiting thoſe places. But it is hoped they will make allowances 


for that want of time which prevented a traveller from giving ſo much ſcope to his 
obſervations as he could have wiſhed, | : 

I can, nevertheleſs, aſſure them that I have deſcribed the ſcenes juſt as they appeared 
to me. I might probably have been more accurate, could I have commanded more time 
for general remarks; but I have contented myſelf with ſtating plainly and fimply what 
ſeemed chiefly to merit the attention of the geologiſt and lithologiſt, without giving any 
decided opinion; although I found, in ſeveral places, evident proofs to perſuade me that 
the ſea had at different periods covered our continents, and that the retreat of the waters 
had been precipitate only to a certain height, after which it had been more gradual. 
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I navt viſited ſeveral parts of the Alps and Pyrennees; but muſt ſtill wait for an 
opportunity of continuing my obſervations on the relative height of the primordial and 
ſecondary mountains; their ſituation and direction; as alſo thoſe of the different glaciers, 
the upper and lower vallies, the courſe of the rivers, &c.: I ſhall then probably be 


tempted to offer to the public my opinion on the various revolutions which have affected 


that tremendous chain of mountains. 
From what I have ſeen and obſerved in the Alps, I am ſtrongly of Mr. de la Métherie's 


opinion on the formation of our continents, viz. 1. That the waters have certainly 


covered the higheſt mountains, even thoſe of Granite.” 2. That they have a motion 


from the equator to the poles, and from the poles to the equator. 3. That the interior 


part of our globe contains a number of caverns, into which part of the waters precipitate 


themſelves. This latter obſervation is generally underſtood by moſt of our modern 


geologiſts; in ſhort, that the poles of the equator and the ecliptic approaching and re- 
treating alternately from eaſt to weſt, they muſt at certain periods be parallel. See the 
Journal de Phyſique of L'Abbe Rozier, for the month of December, 1791, page 445. 
This hypotheſis of Mr. de la Metherie's correſponds partly with an idea of my own, which 
I communicated eight years ago at Nice to a Mr. Boſanquet, who had accompanied me 
in ſome of my pedeſtrian excurſions. This idea ſuggeſted itſelf to me at the appearance 
of a range of mountains compoſed of ſand, fituated immediately at the back of the 
ſecondary chain of the Maritime Alps towards the ſouth, 

I pxrer entering into a more ample detail at preſent, as I propoſe offering to the 


public ſome time hence an account of my journey from Italy to France by the Col 


de Tende. 


THE END. 
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EXPLANATION or THE DIFFERENT PLATES. 


— 1 


I. 


PASS OF CHIUS A. 


THE Rocks on the left are calcareons, and filled with Marine Subſtances, projecting above the River, which 
formerly joined thoſe of the oppoſite Mountains. In the Center are the Mounts Carbiolo, Cambon, and 
Pozzete ; the laſt is the higheſt Peak of Mount Baldo. The Road to Trent paſſes through the Arch on 
the right, which ſerves as a Barrier to the State of Venice. The Fort of Chiuſa is built on a Rock, . 
which is a Continuation of the Mounts Mendola and Volargne. 


PLATE II. 


SUMMIT OF THE BRENNER. 


On the left is a Caſcade of the Eiſach: this River takes its Source at the Back of the Mountain, where 
the Croſs is placed, which is the Beginning of the ſmall -Plain on the Summit of the Brenner. In the 
Back Ground is the Kreuzioch, a ſteep Rock, compoſed of Granite, covered in ſeveral Places with 
phoſphorous calcareous Strata. The Rocks about the Caſcade are Schiſtus. Wexel the loweſt Mount. 
The Rock on the right, which riſes perpendicularly, is compoſed of large Pieces of Granite. The Sides 

- of the Road are covered with phoſphorous Marble. 


PLATE III. 


VERNER MOUNTAINS, AS SEEN FROM EGERDACH, NEAR INSPRUCK. 


Road from the Village of Ampas to the Mineral Springs of Egerdach, which is the ſame as from Mattrey to 
Hall. Rumerioch the higheſt Peak; this Mountain is entirely compoſed of Granite; its Baſe is 
ſurrounded by Hills of Schiſtus and Gypſeous Stones. The City of Hall, ſeated on the Banks of the Inn. 
Road to Hall acroſs a fertile and cultivated Meadow. Hanſeven, a ſmall Village, in the Middle of the 
Plain, Speck-korn, the higheſt Mountain of the Verner ; thoſe which are near it are the Taurer and 
Salzberg ; behind the laſt are the Salt Mines of Hall. 


PLATE IV. 


VALLEY OF INSPRUCK. 


The Mountain on the left is a Continuation of Patſcher-Kofal, which forms Part of the inferior Chain 
of the Brenner. In the Center is the Convent of Wilteau. Gottfen the higheſt Peak; at the Foot of 
which are Copper Mines. The other Mountains are the Gozner and the Nocker. Road from the Caſtle 
of Ambras to Inſpruck. Caſcade of the Sill on the left. The City of Inſpruck on the right, ſeated on 
the Inn, at the Foot of the Ploettingen, a Hill where the Village of St. Maria is built. 
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EXPLANATION OF THE DIFFERENT PLATES. 


PLATE V. 


VERNSTEIN BARRIER. 


Caſtle of Vernſtein, one of the Barriers of Tyrol, built on the Edge of a ſteep Rock, at the Foot of which 
runs the Torrent Klans. The Mountain at the Back of the Bridge 1s called Lorea; it is calcareous and 
covered with Trees. Mount Vanech the higheſt Peak; at the foot of which are the Mines of Fengenſtain, 
in the Environs of Naſſereit. The Baſe of this Mountain, is a Species of lamellated horn-ſtone. Sig- 

mundſburg, an ancient Caſtle, flanked with four round Towers, ſeated on a Rock nearly in the Center 
of the Lake. The Rock appears like large Stones heaped one upon another. 'The Mountains, in the 
Back Ground, covered with Snow, are Part of the Chain called Munde. 


PLATE VI. 


E HREN BERG BARRIER. 


Mount Xlans Wald is on the left, and nearly perpendicular. The River Lech runs to the weſt of this 
Mountain. In the Center are Mounts Panondurn and Sanereck on the Confines of Bavaria. Ehrenberg 
Caſtle, at the Foot of which the Road paſſes through a Defile ſtrongly fortified. The diſtant Mountains 
are in Bavaria, and always covered with ſnow. On the right is a Convent of Friars. 


PLATE VII. 


CATARACT OF THE LECH, 


High Road from Inſpruck to Fuſlen, in Swabia, which is on a rapid Deſcent from the Schwage, a Hill 
compoſed of huge Pieces of Granite, which decompoſe eaſily, although the adjacent Mountains are moſtly 
| calcareous. The Croſs ſerves as a Limit between the County of Tyrol, and the Biſhopric of Augſbourg. 
Cataract of the Lech, which appears to have forced its Way through the Rock, that forms a Kind of 
Cavern. The diſtant Mountain is Ogl, in Bavaria. The others are Seiling and Durn, on the Borders 


of Tyrol. 


PLATE VIII. 


COURSE OF THE LECH TOWARDS FUSSEN. 


—— 


High Road to the Village of Heten, ſituated to the North of Fuſſen, which is alſo the ſame to the City of 
Ulm. The Mountains in the Back Ground are on the Confines of Bavaria. Fuſſen on the Banks of 


the Lech, which winds conſiderably near the City. 
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